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“Are you talking to those two losers?” Jesper asked in a cold, mocking manner.

Olivia started to get anxious when she did not get the answer she expected. “W-Who
are you? Why is Tom’s phone with you?”

“Whatever it is, you're still a daughter of a prominent family, Ms. Jones. If it was
revealed that you’ve done something so vicious, wouldn’t the Jones family be utterly
humiliated?” the man continued.

“Are you threatening me?” she fumed.

“What do you expect? | hope that after what had happened, you will finally learn that the
woman isn’t someone you can mess with. Only your bodyguards will be implicated since
this is the first time it happened. However, if this were to happen again, you will
definitely be implicated too.”

(IYOU_”

Olivia’s face was pale. She wanted to continue to argue, but the man had ended the call
the moment he finished speaking.

Fury burned within her as she listened to the beeping noise from her phone.

In her eyes, that woman was no different from a lowly and cheap ant. Olivia thought she
could easily destroy her even if she had a face that could mislead everyone else.
However, what had happened now was like a slap to her face

Nonetheless, this incident made her realize the reality.

There must be someone powerful behind this woman.

Olivia was in distress that she wasn’t able to teach that woman a lesson but was
warned instead.

Jerry walked over to her and asked worriedly, “What’s wrong, Olivia? Why do you look
sick?”

“It's nothing.”

“Really?”




“Yes,” Olivia said as she looked up. Then, grabbing hold of Jerry’s arm, she said sternly,
“Jerry, you’re the only son of the Jones family and my only brother. Some of the things |
said may not be pleasant to hear, but it’s all for your own good. You’re finally an adult as
of today. You must never be deceived by good-for-nothing women. The woman you’re
going to marry in the future must be evenly matched with our family.”

Jerry knew that his sister still didn’t believe that he actually had an asthma attack, but
he was too lazy to explain things again. He clasped his hands on her shoulders and
said, “Don’t worry, Olivia. | won’t be deceived so easily.”

“Okay_”
After hearing his reassurance a few more times, Olivia was finally feeling a little better.

She had no idea why, but she couldn’t bring herself to like that woman even though she
wasn’t such a narrow-minded person. It was as if they were both fated to be enemies to
the point where there was no way of reconciling.

Back home, Emma said with a smile when she saw that Natalie had returned,
“Welcome home, Ms. Nichols.”

“Mmm-hmm!” The latter nodded with a smile, then asked, “Where are the kids? Were
they good today? Did they cause you any problems or did they bully you?”

Having been working as a housekeeper for so many years, this was the first time Emma
had met such a nice lady or children of the house. Shaking her head, she quickly
replied, “No, no. They were really good. Not only were they polite, but they also did
most of the things themselves. | wanted to help them out, but they declined and said
that they were worried they would tire me out. Not only are the kids beautiful, but they
are also so obedient and well-behaved. It really is rare to see children like them.”

The corners of Natalie’s lips slowly tilted upward when she heard that her children were
well-behaved. “Just tell me if anything happens, Emma.”

“Of course.”

“Where are they now?” she asked.

“They should be in the room in the south of the second floor.”
“All right. I'll go check on them.”

Natalie made her way upstairs and knocked on the door once she reached the room
Emma spoke of.

“Come in,” Franklin’s voice sounded from inside.




Pushing the door open, she found the five children huddled in front of the twenty-inch
computer screen. As she entered, they turned to look in her direction in unison.

However, Natalie froze in her tracks when she saw the man on the screen.
God, can my fate get any more twisted?

Why did you have to make me walk in when the kids are having a call with Samuel?
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Samuel looked as handsome as always in the video call.
He was wearing a white blouse which made his body look tall and slender. Even though

it was such a simple outfit that would make ordinary men look as though they were real
estate agents, there was an air of elegance around him when he wore it.

His facial features were sculpted. Especially his eyes that seemed to hold a whole
universe in them. Anyone would fall for him the moment they laid their eyes on him.

It had been a long time since they last met, and Natalie was overwhelmed with mixed
emotions.

Poignance, embarrassment, pain, and many more emotions held her back as if she
were a puppet, making her stand rooted to the spot as she stared at the man on the
screen.

“Mommy, we’re having a video call with Daddy,” Sophia said as she walked toward her
mother. Then, grabbing the latter’s hand, she said in a cute fashion, “You haven’t seen
Daddy in a long time, have you, Mommy? Come talk to him with us!”

Natalie wanted to refuse at first, but the words of rejection got stuck in her throat the
moment she met her daughter’s innocent eyes.

In the end, she nodded in response.

She was pulled over to the screen. By the time Natalie finally looked at Samuel, she had
already reeled her emotions in. “Have you been doing well?”

“Yes. What about you?”

,” the man said, his answer short and concise as usual.




“‘Me too. Dream is very stable in Chanaea now, but it’s still like a blank sheet in Loang.
There're still a lot of businesses and collaborations that we have to look into.”

“Okay.”

At that, the two of them stayed silent as they stared at each other through the screen.
Seeing this, the five children were left speechless.

They thought that their parents would voice out their yearning for each other the
moment the see each other. Who would have thought that they would only talk about
work and end up with nothing else to talk about in the end.

This...

Do they think they can deceive us with such an act?

Samuel saw that Natalie wasn’t comfortable. “| have a meeting later, so I'll hang up
now. I'll call you guys later when I’'m free,” he said.

“Okay.”

Franklin and Sophia were reluctant to let him go, but all they could do was watch as the
computer’s screen turn dark.

Natalie stood up and forced a smile as she said, “Kids, | have a few proposals | have to
work on, so I'll be heading to the study now. Look for Emma if you have any problems.”

The children waited for her to close the door behind her before sitting in a circle as they
heaved a sigh in unison.

They had only speculated that their parents were in a fight previously. However, with
what had just happened, they were sure that their guess was correct.

Mommy and Daddy are going to separate soon!

“What is wrong with Mommy and Daddy?” Xavian asked with furrowed brows. “Should
we ask Mommy?”

Clayton shook his head and said while patting the former’s shoulder, “There’s really no
denying that you have a high 1Q, but low EQ. If Mommy wanted to talk about Daddy,
she would have done so earlier. They had such an awkward conversation earlier
because she doesn’t want us to worry.”

Puffing out his cheeks, Xavian said, “| know that! But if Mommy doesn’t talk about it,
and we don’t ask, how would we know what really happened between them? We finall




have a daddy and a mommy. If they really do separate, wouldn’t everything return to
how it was back then?”

“We can’t rush this,” Franklin said. “They must have their own reasons if they aren’t
willing to talk. However, | don’t think that they will separate. Even though things were
awkward between them earlier, didn’t you guys notice that they couldn’t keep their eyes
off of each other? How could people with no love stare at each other like that?”

Sophia and Yumi exchanged glances with each other, and they couldn’t help but ask,
“That’s true. Then, what should we do now?”

“The simplest is always the most effective,” Franklin said. “We’ll act like we don’t know
anything. Then, we’ll try to get them together more. | believe that there’ll be a time to
talk things out.”

Nodding in agreement, Clayton said, “| agree. We'll pretend like we don’t know and help
Daddy keep an eye out for any rivals. We have to make those who want to get close to
Mommy to back off.”

The three other children agreed to the plan after hearing what their brothers had said.
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The next day.

With the business plans in her hands, Natalie arrived at Stone Corporation to discuss
about a collaboration with Amos.

“Are you Ms. Nichols?” the man’s assistant asked as she walked toward her.
“Yes, it's me.”

“Nice to meet you. | am Mr. Stone’s assistant. I've been waiting for you. Please follow
me to the VIP lounge.” As he spoke, Terry gestured in the direction he wanted them to
go and said, “This way, please.”

“Sure.”

Natalie followed the assistant to the VIP lounge. She saw Amos, who was wearing a
black suit, the moment the latter pushed open the door. He looked completely different
from when she saw him yesterday at the banquet. After putting on a suit, he seemed
much more elegant and dignified.




With a flawless face like his, it was enough for him to rival the male celebrities in the
entertainment industry.

Terry didn’t stop in her tracks as she guided Natalie into the VIP lounge, before closing
the door behind her as she left.

“‘Have a seat.”

“Thank you.” Natalie sat down opposite of him as her gaze landed on him.

Amos clasped his hands together and studied the petite woman before him.

Her fair and tender skin shone like moonlight over water, and she had a pair of
mesmerizing eyes. She was breathtakingly beautiful, but it wasn’t overflattering. Anyone

would be captivated the moment they laid their eyes on her.

“Let’s start. What is the collaboration about?” the man asked. He wanted to listen about
the proposal as he enjoyed the view before him.

Seeing that Amos was getting straight to the point, Natalie nodded and started to
explain that part where Muse’s “Rebirth” project needed thunderstones.

“Are you saying that y-you managed to hire Muse?” A hint of surprise flashed across his
eyes upon hearing that.

Setting aside the fact that Muse had disappeared for two years, Olivia had used all
kinds of means to try and hire her, but to no avail. However, it hadn’t been half a month
since Natalie arrived in Loang when she had already managed to hire Muse and also
gotten authority over her designs. It was undeniably impressive.

‘I have Muse’s ‘Rebirth’ with me. As for her subsequent designs, | haven’t gotten them
yet, so | can’t guarantee anything,” she answered professionally. “However, if the
project receives favorable results, Muse should be able to develop more ideas, so she
could design more items for the project.”

Amos didn’t give an answer regarding the collaboration immediately. Instead, he started
to drum his fingers to a rhythm on the table.

“You do know that the daughter of Farrington Jewelry’s owner, Olivia Jones, is my
fiancée, right?”

“Yes. | know that Muse had rejected her invitation to collaborate in the past, too,”
Natalie answered with a slight smile. “If you choose to accept the collaboration with
Dream for ‘Rebirth,’ it will most definitely affect the relationship between the Stone and
Jones family.”




Amos kept his gaze on her. Even though he knew that she was no ordinary woman, he
was genuinely surprised when he heard her analysis of the situation.

“You know that but you still dare to use the thunderstones that belong to the Stone
family on ‘Rebirth?’” Are you that confident in persuading me?” he asked. “There’s you
on one hand, and the Jones family on the other. What makes you think that | would give
up my relationship with them?”

“It's always about benefits between businessmen.” Natalie’s lips tilted upward into a
smile as she continued, “I managed to hire Muse, while the Jones family wasn’t able to.
Having Muse would guarantee that ‘Rebirth’ will be a top-selling product. This is a win-
win for both you and me. As for your alliance with the Jones family, as long as your
marriage with Ms. Jones stays, there’s no way the alliance will end so easily. Between
the tempting benefit, or the stability of an alliance, I'm sure you will make a smart
choice.”
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Amos was evidently taken aback having heard what she said.

The only reason he had agreed to meet with Natalie was that he had taken a liking to
her. He didn’t have that high of an expectation for her proposals. However, be it
sincerity, or the benefits, it was difficult for him to reject the proposal she had presented
to him.

It appears that | was too focused on her looks that | have ignored her brains.

Seeing that the man wasn’t looking away from her, Natalie put the proposal before the
man and cracked a smile. “Mr. Stone, the overall terms and conditions are written in the
proposal. You can take your time to think it through. | have already said what | wanted
to say, so | won’t waste your time anymore.”

“There’s no need to think about this anymore,” Amos replied as he leaned back in his
chair. His lips curved into a half-smile as he continued, “I agree to collaborate with
Dream Jewelry. Let’s set the collaboration period to one year, and we can consider if we
want to continue the contract after one year.”

Natalie was not surprised when she heard his answer. Nodding her head, she said, “All
right.”

“I will let the legal department review the terms of the contract. If there are no other
problems, you can sign it now.” Amos was still staring at her as he said. “The whole




process should take about an hour. If you don’t mind, | can bring you on a tour around
the company. You can sign the contract once the legal department reviews it.”

Why drag it out when you can do it early? She was afraid that trouble would come if
they delayed this, so she quickly agreed, “Sure.”

When Amos led her out of the VIP lounge, Terry looked as though he had something to
say. However, the man gave him a look and he kept her mouth shut.

The assistance had been working with him for years, and they were quite in sync with
each other. He instantly understood that Amos wanted to spend the rest of the time with
Natalie, and that he didn’t want anyone to disturb them.

“Terry, send this contract to the legal department. Tell them to read through it as soon
as possible.”

“Yes,” Terry answered as he took the contract before turning to leave hastily.

Amos took a glance at Natalie, and a hint of a smile surfaced on his face. “Let’s go. We
should take a look at the research center.”

Not thinking much of it, the woman followed along as they toured the place.

However, a moment later, the whole of Stone Corporation seemed to have found out
that the usually extremely busy CEO was personally showing the company around to a
woman.

“Who is she? She’s so beautiful, but she doesn’t seem familiar.”

“Isn’t the Public Relations Department in charge of showing people around? Why did
our CEO take their place?”

“You see, if our CEO is personally doing it, it must mean that he like her!”

“‘Doesn’t he have a fiancée already? She’s Olivia from the Jones family!”

“So what if he has a fiancée? Marriages of the rich always end up having them go on
their separate ways anyway. Besides, no matter how beautiful Olivia is, there’s no way
she can compare to that woman’s beauty.”

People were gossiping amongst themselves, and not even thirty minutes had passed
when the whole of the company had heard of the rumour.




Natalie was still focused on touring the company, learning about Stone Corporation’s
layout and the division of responsibilities between departments. She had no idea that
she was in the employees’ gossip.

At that very moment, Olivia entered the Stone Corporation building with some files in
her hands.

She could have sent someone to send the file over, but she wanted to use this chance
to meet with Amos.

However, she never would have expected to hear people exchanging whispers amongst
themselves soon after she stepped foot into the building.

“Is the woman today the CEO’s new caged pet? She’s so beautiful!”

“‘Even |, a woman, was blushing hard when | saw her from afar. A man like the CEO
would have been overflowing with dopamine, right?”

Fury burned within Olivia when she heard that. She strode over in her heels and asked
the workers in anger, “What woman? What caged pet are you talking about? Both of
ou better make yourselves clear!”




