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Then, he had no choice but to borrow the strength of ancient martial artists too.

Among the ancient martial artists he knew, the only ones with whom he had a good
relationship were those from the Mount Thunder Sect.

He immediately pulled out his phone and called Delainey from the Mount Thunder Sect.
Delainey had left her contact number before she returned home.

At that moment, Delainey was walking side by side with Jackson at the leeward of the
mountain of the Mount Thunder Sect.

Delainey recited the events that happened at the Mount Thunder Sect in the Southern
Plains and the encounter with her brother, Tapio.

Upon hearing her narration of the events, Jackson’s expression turned serious.

“Is Tapio so strong already?”

With a solemn expression, he said slowly, “It seems he had encountered many things in
the past ten years. Although he’s a marital art genius, he still has to work hard to improve
his strength. He couldn’t have entered the eighth rank in less than a hundred years just by
training normally.

“What should we do now, Dad?”

Delainey said in a hushed tone, “Judging from Tapio’s words, there must be someone else
behind him. Unfortunately, | can’t figure out the person’s identity yet.”

“What're you thinking?” Jackson stopped and looked at Delainey.

Delainey thought for a while and replied, “I don’t know why Tapio challenged James, but
since he did, | believe he’ll approach James again. | plan to head to the Capital and reunite
with James.”

At that moment, Delainey’s phone rang.

The Mount Thunder Sect was outside the suburbs, so there was no signal there.

The disciples of the Mount Thunder Sect hardly ever used phones.

However, the Mount Thunder Sect had to be rebuilt after the last Mount Thunder
Conference.

Jackson had contacted the outside world to build a signal tower near the Mount Thunder
Sect.




Delainey took out her phone and checked the screen. Seeing that it was James calling,
she looked at. Jackson and said, “It's James calling.”

Jackson replied, “Go ahead.”
“Okay.”

Delainey answered the phone and asked, “Mr. Caden, what’s the matter? Did something
happen?”

‘Uhm, Delainey. It’'s like this. I've encountered some problems over here and would like to
borrow some people from the Mount Thunder Sect.”

Delainey had the loudspeaker on, so Jackson also overheard the conversation.
She looked at Jackson.
Jackson made a few gestures.

Delainey immediately understood and asked, “What’s the matter? What exactly happened,
and what kind of people do you need?”

‘I need some martial artists from the Mount Thunder Sect.”
“‘How many people do you need?”

“About a thousand or so.”

“What about cultivation rank? Do you have any requirements?”
“It would be best if they’re above the third rank.”

“We don’t have that many.”

Delainey immediately said, “Do you think everyone is like you and can improve so rapidly?
The Mount Thunder Sect can lend you one thousand people, but they’re only around the
first rank. We don’t have anyone higher.”

James thought for a while and said, “One thousand first-ranked grandmasters are fine too.
Bring them to the Capital immediately. | need them urgently.”

Delainey calmly hung up the phone.

She turned to Jackson and asked, “What do you think, Dad?”
Jackson'’s face also became solemn.

He could roughly guess the reason James needed men.

The Mount Thunder Sect had supported the King for a long time and contributed greatly to
the country’s development.




However, ever since the King sent troops to blow up the Mount Thunder Sect during the
Mount Thunder Conference, they severed contact with him.

He knew the situation in the Capital was extremely chaotic.

The major families and sects had begun taking sides.

If he sent martial artists to support James, it would mean he was on James’ side.
“Sigh. This is going to be a hard decision.”

Jackson sighed deeply.

He was unsure of what to do at the moment.

Jackson knew that once the Capital’s situation went out of control, his sect would not go
unharmed even if it remained neutral.

After thinking about it for some time, he parted his lips and said, “Delainey, bring one
thousand disciples to the Capital to support James.”

With Jackson’s words, Delainey understood her father had decided to support James.
She also hoped for James to win the next battle for hegemony.

The Mount Thunder Sect’s fate would be the same as that of the Gu Sect a hundred years
ago if he lost. “Alright. I'll lead people down the mountain and to the Capital right now.”
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After contemplating for some time, Jackson decided to side with James.
He made the decision after careful consideration.

After Delainey got permission, she immediately said, “Alright. I'll immediately lead the
disciples to the Capital and meet up with James.”

“Okay, go.”

Jackson slightly waved his hands.

Now, he could only watch James handle the situation.

“I hope you don'’t let me down, James,” Jackson murmured.

Meanwhile, James, in the Red Flame Army base in the Capital, smiled at Nathaniel and
Henry after calling Delainey.




He said, “It's settled. The Mount Thunder Sect will send one thousand disciples to support
me soon. These one thousand disciples are all martial artists and can surely stand against
the Phantom Army.”

His expression darkened, and he said coldly, “If the Phantom Army dares to stop me, I'll
get rid of them.

Henry and Nathaniel looked at James.
They knew James meant business this time and that he was not just joking.

James took a deep breath and ordered, “You're dismissed. Get ready and be prepared for
action. I'll head back first.”

After speaking, James stood up and left.

Soon, he returned home.

Maxine had already left.

Thea and Delilah were the only people at home.

Delilah was weak and had fallen asleep in her room.

Thea had nothing to do, so she sat in the gazebo of the courtyard, drinking tea leisurely.

“Honey.”

Seeing James return, she quickly stood up.

In a flash, James appeared in front of Thea and sat down beside her.

“How did it go? What's the situation in the military region?”

“It's a total mess.” James sighed.

“I'll have to purge the military region before | take care of the Capital’s problem. To prevent
the Phantom Army from stopping me, I've borrowed a thousand disciples from the Mount
Thunder Sect, and they’re already on their way as we speak.”

“The Mount Thunder Sect?”

Thea frowned upon hearing this.

From her understanding, the Mount Thunder Sect was indeed the number one sect in the
ancient martial world. However, that was all in the past.

The current overall strength of the Mount Thunder Sect’s disciples was relatively low.

Despite that, she did not say anything.




“I'm a little tired. I'll head back to the room and rest first.”

James left a few words and got up to leave.

Thea continued to sit in the gazebo. After thinking for a while, she took out her phone and
dialed a number. “Inform the Left Envoy to see James and express his willingness to assist

James.”

After giving the order, she hung up the phone and smiled. Then, she got up and returned
to her room.

In the room, James was leaning back on the bed with his hands behind his head, staring at
the ceiling in a daze.

Thea came over, took off her shoes, and climbed into bed, leaning against James’ chest.
“‘Don’t worry, Honey. Everything will be fine. However, you'll have to make plans as soon
as possible regardless of whether you want to be the King yourself or simply support the
King.”

James could not help but cast a glance at Thea, who was lying beside him.

Thea continued, “The election is getting closer, and the factions within the Capital are
slowly becoming apparent. There are several factions right now-the Gu Sect, Orient

Commerce, and the current King.

“In addition to the candidates from these three factions, there are several other strong
competitors.

“Which side are you on, Honey? Are you still standing on the King's side?”

James fell into deep thought.

He simply wanted to clean up the situation, resolve the internal conflicts within Sol, and
allow everyone to have a fair chance in the election rather than there be manipulated
candidates.

“Thea, | really haven’t thought much about it. | simply want to resolve our nation’s internal
conflict and restore peace. | want the election to be fair and square, not a puppet show
controlled by other forces. After | resolve this, I'll take my leave with these matters. | don’t

want to bother with such tedious things anymore.”

Hearing this, Thea fell silent and did not say anything
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James leaned on the bed, and before he knew it, he was fast asleep.




He slept for a long time and was woken up.
“‘James, wake up...”

James opened his eyes and picked up his phone. He looked and saw that it was already
six in the evening. He could not help asking, “What’s wrong?”

Thea said, “There’s a visitor outside saying he has something to discuss with you.”
“Who?”

James turned around and got out of bed.

Thea replied, “I don’t know.”

“Alright. I'll go out and have a look.”

James got dressed, walked out of the room, and entered the living room.

Sitting in the living room was a man in his sixties. He was a slightly chubby man dressed in
a brown suit with short hair and a beard.

James walked over suspiciously and inquired, “You are?”
The person sitting on the sofa stood up immediately and said with a smile, “Hello,

Emperor. ’'m White Eagle, the Left Envoy of the Celestial Sect. My friends in the martial art
world call me by the nickname Eagle King.”

White Eagle beamed with a bright smile.

“White Eagle, the Eagle King? Left Envoy of Celestial Sect?”

James was increasingly perplexed by the situation.

He had nothing to do with the Celestial Sect, so why would their Left Envoy visit him?
He sat down and lit a cigarette. A few seconds later, he took out another cigarette and
threw it to White Eagle. He looked at White Eagle and asked calmly, “What’s the reason

you're visiting me?”

White Eagle said, “So, the thing is, I've received orders from my Sect Leader to visit you. |
am to fully assist you in resolving the internal conflicts in the Capital.”

“You’re going to assist me?”
James stood up in shock.
He was clueless about the Celestial Sect’s origin and strength.

All he knew was that the Celestial Sect’s leader was powerful.




Moreover, he was aware that the Celestial Sect's members were all infamous martial
artists that practiced crooked martial arts.

The Celestial Sect’s leader brought this group of people together and recruited most of the
ancient martial world in just over two months. Even sects like the Mount Thunder Sect had
surrendered to them.

He was confused as to why the Celestial Sect would help him.

“‘Who’s your Sect Leader? Why help me?”

White Eagle smiled and said, “I don’t know either. Although I'm the Left Envoy, I've never
seen the actual appearance of our Sect Leader. Only the Deputy Sect Leader has seen
the Sect Leader’s face.”

“Ask your Sect Leader to come to see me personally. I'd like to talk to him.”

White Eagle shook his head and said, “I'm afraid that won’t be possible. The Sect Leader’s
whereabouts are unpredictable, and no one knows where he is. If the Sect Leader wants
to see you, he’ll come to you on his own terms.”

Hearing this, James pondered.

He tried to figure out why the Celestial Sect wanted to help him.

Who exactly was the Celestial Sect’s leader?

He had suspected Thea and Thomas before.

However, he had no conclusive evidence.

Now that the Left Envoy had appeared to show support, it further confirmed his conjecture
that the Celestial Sect’s leader was someone he knew well.

He could not help casting a glance at Thea beside him.
Thea sat quietly and carefully listened to the conversation.
James dispelled the speculation in his heart again.

He turned back to White Eagle opposite him and asked, “How does the Celestial Sect’s
leader plan to help me?”

White Eagle said, “Everyone in the Celestial Sect will obey the Emperor’s orders.”

“Alright.”

James could not help laughing out loud upon hearing this.

No matter who the Celestial Sect’s leader was, it would indeed be easier for him to resolve
the Capital’s problems with the help of the Celestial Sect.




White Eagle continued, “The Celestial Sect’s disciples will make their way to the Capital in
secret. Just give your order, and three thousand martial artists will be ready to assist you
at any moment.”
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Three thousand disciples from the Celestial Sect.

With these three thousand disciples, he would not have to worry about being unable to
accomplish his goals.

After a while, he calmed down and looked at White Eagle. Then, he further inquired,
“What'’s the reason your Sect Leader wants to help me?”

White Eagle smiled and replied, “The Celestial Sect was established in response to the
impending catastrophe. Our sect’s purpose is to uphold justice. Even though we’re all
desperados, we stand for justice.”

“‘Mhm, that’s reasonable.”

James agreed with White Eagle’s words.

He chatted with White Eagle for a long time.

After talking for more than an hour, White Eagle left.

James was completely relieved.

He turned to Thea beside him and said with a smile, “With the help of both the Celestial
Sect and the Mount Thunder Sect, everything will proceed much smoother. I'd like to see
who dares to stand in my way.”

Seeing James’ bright smile, Thea was satisfied.

She had a sense of accomplishment and felt that everything she did was. not in vain.

Delilah silently sat aside.

During this period, she went through a lot and discovered many things. She learned a lot
and even learned that strong martial artists existed in this world.

“‘James, do you have any news about my dad?” asked Delilah.
“Not yet.”

James said, “But, you don’t have to worry. As long as your father is still alive, I'll definitely
be able to find him.”




“Okay.”

With James’ word of assurance, Delilah felt relieved.

“By the way, I'll have to go to the Cadens’ mansion.”

James turned to Thea and asked for her opinion. “The Celestial Sect sent the Left Envoy
to meet up with me. However, | don’t know much about this White Eagle and would like to
inquire about his identity and background from Maxine.”

“‘Don’t you have a phone?”

Thea looked at James and said calmly, “You can just make a phone call to check with her.
Do you have to go there in person, or is it because you miss her and can’t bear not seeing
her?”

“Huh? If’'s not like that...”

James shook his head and explained, “It’s just that some things are better-discussed face
to face.”

“I'll come with you.”

James had been looking for Maxine quite a lot in the past few days.

Thea also knew of Maxine’s feelings for him and was worried.

“Alright.” James nodded.

He turned to Delilah and reminded her, “Things are messy right now, so try not to leave
the house unless necessary. If you're hungry, you can make something at home. After
things are settled, you can go wherever you want.”

‘I understand, James. | won’t cause you any trouble.” Delilah nodded gently.

After reminding her, James left the house with Thea and headed to the Cadens’ mansion.
Cadens’ mansion, reception hall.

Maxine was dressed in a red dress, and she glowed with charisma.

There were a few other people in the reception hall, including the charming middle-aged
head of the Lees, Yasmine.

The Sullivans’ head, Zaiden, was also present. He was a chubby man of about one
hundred and fifty kilograms with thick eyebrows.

Maxine sat in the front seat and looked at the two family heads.
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“Mrs. Lee, Mr. Sullivan, I'm sure you two are aware of the Capital’s current situation. The
division of forces has gradually become clear. Several factions have begun to take action,
and almost all major families and ancient martial artists have taken their stands.”
Yasmine looked at Maxine and said softly, “Is the reason you asked to meet us to
convince us to pick a side? | heard you did not hesitate to ask for the King’s help to
stabilize your position as Caden’s family head.”

“Ha, the King?”

Maxine chuckled and said, “The current King is just a puppet. Although he has established
his own circle of power during his reign, he does not have the power to stabilize my
position as the family head. Someone else assisted me.”

“Who?”

Yasmine and Zaiden asked simultaneously.

Maxine replied calmly, “The Celestial Sect.”

The two stood up simultaneously and exclaimed, “The Celestial Sect?”

“Yes,” Maxine replied honestly.

Yasmine and Zaiden’s expressions became solemn.

None of them spoke for a while, and the atmosphere became tense.

After a while, Zaiden asked, “Whose side are you on, Ms. Maxine? Is it James’?”

“Yeah.”
Maxine nodded and said, “I’'m supporting James.”
“Is it your intention to convince us to side with James?” Yasmine sighed.

“James’ power is the weakest among all the other factions. In fact, he has no power to do
anything. Orient Commerce could dismiss James from his positions any minute if they
wanted to do so. Then, he’'ll just be a martial artist. Apart from being strong, he doesn't
have any authority to accomplish anything.”

“Do you think it’s that simple?”

Maxine said with a faint smile, “You’re only looking at things on the surface, Mrs. Lee.
What you said is indeed the truth. However, no matter how strong the Gu Sect and Orient
Commerce are, they don’t want each other to have absolute dominance. Thus, they’re
using James to maintain this balance. None of them dares to dismiss James. Otherwise,
the balance between these two factions would be tipped off.




“To put it frankly, Orient Commerce wants to use James to get rid of the Gu Sect and vice
versa.

“Moreover, the King is still in the picture. Although he’s a puppet, he’s been in power for
decades and can’t be underestimated. To put it bluntly, James was supported into position
by the King. Do you think he’ll just watch James get dismissed?

“That’s impossible.

“Plus, you still don’t know the forces supporting James.

“Behind James is the Celestial Sect and the Cadens. On top of that, the Mount Thunder
Sect has a good relationship with him. More importantly, don’t you know that James’
grandfather is Thomas?

“You both should know Thomas, right? After decades of scheming, he got martial artists
from around the world involved in the Mount Thunder Conference to slaughter the Spirit
Turtle.

“Thomas has obtained all the benefits of killing the Spirit Turtle.

“He hasn’t revealed himself yet, but if he does, can you imagine how strong he’ll be?

“Also, there’s one more thing | have to tell you two. Callan isn’t dead yet. Not only is he
alive, but he has also recovered his strength and has been secretly helping James.

You tell me, with James’ current strength, how could he lose? It's almost impossible that
he loses.”

Maxine said a lot to convince them.

Both Yasmine and Zaiden fell into silence.

After Maxine’s long speech, they realized James had gained many supporters without
them noticing.

Not considering the others, just the Celestial Sect’s leader, Thomas, and Callan were
existences that could overpower the ancient entire martial world.

Maxine continued, “The Capital will soon fall into chaos. In the next battle, whoever wins
will acquire the whole nation. Who would you like to see win? Orient Commerce?

If they won this battle, do you think our nation would be in peace for another hundred
years?

That’s just a dream. A hundred years ago, Lance was afraid of the rebellion of the ancient
martial families and established Orient Commerce, providing benefits to your families.

“However, do you really think this’ll continue for another century?




“That’s impossible. If | were him, if | won after this election, I'd eliminate the forces that
could pose a threat against me in the future. It'd be just like the battle against the Gu Sect
a hundred years ago.”
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During this time, Maxine had deliberately gotten closer to the other family heads.
The Cadens, Lee, and Sullivans out of the Ancient Four were the stronger families.

As for the Johnstons, their Grand Patriarch, Yaakov, was killed by James, and their family
had taken a serious blow in terms of strength.

Moreover, one of their elders, Kennedy, was killed by Thea. The Johnstons were horrified
and had been. keeping a low profile.

Maxine also knew it would be impossible to recruit them, so she did not bother wasting her
time.

The Lees and Sullivans were the two families she could try to win over.

Maxine spoke for a long time.

“I've already said enough. You two should think about it yourselves.”

Yasmine stood up first and said, “I'll seriously consider it. I'll take my leave for now.”
With that said, she turned and left.

Zaiden also stood up and said, “We’ll meet again.”

The two left together.

Zaiden asked, “What do you think, Mrs. Lee?”

Yasmine thought for a while and said, “The current situation isn’t looking optimistic.
There’s the Celestial Sect that suddenly showed up. Moreover, the Gu Sect and Orient
Commerce have been making big moves recently. Many families and sects have started
taking sides. We won'’t be left unharmed even if we try to avoid it.”

“Yeah.”

Zaiden sighed. “In this upcoming battle, winning is the only option. We’ll end up like the Gu
Sect a hundred years ago if we lose. We'll have to be incredibly cautious in making a
decision. Even if we don’t take action, we’ll have to express our stance.”

The situation was chaotic, and no one could stay out of it.




Even if they tried, once the situation settled down, their outcome would be the same as the
Gu Sect a hundred years ago. Ultimately, they would still be wiped out.

The two walked out of the Cadens’ mansion together.

As soon as they arrived at the gates, they saw a military vehicle approaching from the
distance. Soon, it stopped at the gate of Cadens’ mansion.

James and Thea got out of the car.

Seeing Yasmine and Zaiden at the door, James walked over and said with a smile, “What
a coincidence to bump into you two here.”

Yasmine and Zaiden exchanged looks with each other.
Both of them turned to James simultaneously.

Yasmine said with a smile, “It's you, Emperor. | haven’t seen you in a while. You're looking
so much younger. It seems your cultivation has improved again.”

James smiled and replied, “I was lucky enough to obtain a core and step into the eighth
rank.”

It was no secret that James was an eighth-ranked grandmaster.
Zaiden clasped his hands together and said, “Congratulations!”
Then, he turned around and left.

Yasmine took a glance at James and also congratulated him. Then, she turned and left
too.

James did not bother with the two of them and, entered the gates of the Cadens’ mansion.
The servants led James and Thea to the reception hall.
Maxine had not left yet.

Seeing James and Thea arrive, she stood up with a smile. “James, Thea, what brings the
both of you here?”

James sat down and said, “I've got a question for you.”

Maxine sat down and gestured for them to sit too. “Sure, go ahead.”

James asked, “Have you heard of a person called White Eagle? His nickname is Eagle
King.”

Maxine nodded gently and said, “This person made a name for himself thirty years ago.
He wiped out a whole family in one night and has been wanted by the martial art world




ever since. It's rumored that he’s a ruthless person that did not even spare a baby. What's
wrong, James? Why’re you suddenly asking about Eagle King?”

James explained, “He’s the Left Envoy of the Celestial Sect. He came to me today and
said the Celestial Sect is willing to support me to purge the Capital.”

Hearing this, Maxine could not help but glance at Thea.

Thea touched her nose and asked, “Why’re you looking at me? I've never heard of this
man called Eagle King before.”

Maxine shifted her gaze and chuckled. “Recently, the Celestial Sect has been making bold
moves. However, I've never heard of them doing anything unreasonable. It's a good thing
they’re willing to help. you, James. Don’t worry about it too much and make good use of
the Celestial Sect’s influence.”
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“But, | just feel something is off about them.”
“What is?”

“Do you not think so? Why would the Celestial Sect offer to help me? There’s no reason
for them to do so. | suspect their Sect Leader is someone | know.

Maxine replied with a smile, “Perhaps it’s your grandfather. Sir Caden is a very mysterious
person and even created the God-King Palace. It's not surprising if he also created the
Celestial Sect. Isn’t that so, Thea?”

“Yeah.”

Thea nodded her head and said, “It’s possible. | also think the Celestial Sect’s leader is Sir
Caden. Even if it's not him, it must be his subordinate. Otherwise, why would they help
James for no reason?”

The two cooperated with each other.

James was convinced by them.

“Since that’s the case, | don’t have anything to worry about. By the way, | bumped into the
family heads of the Lees and Sullivans at your gates. What's that about?”

Maxine explained, “It's not a big deal. | simply chatted with them and asked them to pick a
side. | tried to convince them to support you.”

“Thanks a lot.”




“We’re a family. Why’re you speaking as if we’re not? Is there anything else? If not, | have
to get back to business.”

Maxine stood up.

She would have accompanied James a while longer if he was alone, but Thea was also
present.

Thea’s presence made her uncomfortable.

“That’s all. You should head back to work. I'll also take my leave.”
James stood up, bid farewell, and turned to leave.

He left the Cadens’ mansion with Thea.

Before arriving home, Delainey called him.

She said the one thousand martial artists from the Mount Thunder Sect had arrived in the
Capital.

“Mr. Caden, the Mount Thunder Sect’s real estate in the Capital can’t accommodate so
many people. Could you help make arrangements for them?”

“Alright, I'll make arrangements right away.”
James hung up the phone and called Henry.

He instructed Henry to personally see to the accommodation of the people Delainey
brought from the

Mount Thunder Sect.

Afterward, James personally received Delainey.

Inside a room of a high-end hotel in the Capital, Delainey looked at Thea.

She was a woman, but upon seeing Thea, she was also in awe of Thea's beauty.
Thea was gorgeous.

“Mr. Caden sure is lucky to have such a lovely wife.”

Thea pouted and smiled. “Thanks for the compliment.”

James smiled faintly.

Delainey did not say anything more about the matter and changed the topic.

“After | returned to the Mount Thunder Sect, | narrated the events to my father. Then, you
called, and my father instructed me to lead our disciples to support you. My father has




already decided to stand on your side. You'll have to work hard from now on and not lose
this battle. If you lose, the Mount Thunder Sect will follow in the path of the Gu Sect a
hundred years ago.”

James was startled and asked, “It shouldn’t be that bad, right?”
“It will be.”

Delainey wore a solemn expression and said, “Whoever wins will not want any other
person or force to threaten their position.

“It'll be just like a hundred years ago. The Gu Sect was destroyed, and Orient Commerce
was established. If it weren’t for the fear that the situation would go out of control, the King
of a hundred years ago would never have given up the benefits. He would definitely have
destroyed all the other opposing forces.

“The situation is very different now. No matter who wins, there will be a huge purge to
eliminate those who threaten the winner’s position.”

Hearing this, James sighed helplessly.

He really did not want things to be this way.

Every decision he made would affect the life and death of a huge bunch of people.
Delainey looked at James and said solemnly, “Mr. Caden, you’ve no way out and will have
to get rid of Orient Commerce and the Gu Sect. You must take control of Sol. There’s no

backing out anymore. You're no longer fighting alone but have countless people behind
ou. If you fail, these people will all have to die. Do you understand?”
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There was no turning back.
James really had no way out of the situation anymore.

With the group of supporters standing behind him, he would have to push on down this
path unswervingly.

He nodded seriously and vowed, “| won’t let you down.”
With James’ word of reassurance, Delainey felt at ease.
The three had a simple meal.

After the meal, James hurriedly left and returned to the Red Flame Army base.




Apart from James, Henry and Nathaniel also gathered in the Emperor’s office in the Red
Flame Army base.

James sorted out the internal list of the personnel of the Red Flame Army.
Apart from Henry and Nathaniel, everyone else was suspicious.

All of them were from different factions of either Orient Commerce, the Gu Sect, or the
King.

James looked at the list in his hands.

On the list, there were two three-star generals.

One was Graydon, the deputy commander who was promoted unknowingly. The other
was Braxton Micah, who temporarily managed the Red Flame Army after the death of the
previous Emperor.

“‘James, when do you plan to act?” Henry was eager to spring into action.

Nathaniel reminded, “Emperor, you have to think this through. There are more than twenty
people, of which are not ordinary people. They are all generals, and if you take action, the
Red Flame Army will be emptied out. Where are you going to find people to fill these
vacancies?”

James thought for a while and said, “From the Southern Plains.”

The only people he trusted were from the Southern Plains.

Although there were internal conflicts in the Southern Plains with other people from other
factions, he was very familiar with most of the people there.

“Even if you want to, the other departments won'’t approve it.”

“Let’s not worry too much first. We'll fire our first shot.”

James pointed at Graydon’s name and said, “Starting with him. Henry, notify the one
thousand Red Flame Army soldiers we brought from the Southern Plains to collect their
weapons. We’'ll act at night. Arrest Graydon and interrogate him. We’ll convict him in one
night.”

“Alright.” Henry stood up, turned, and left the office.

James continued with more instructions. “General Carlson, contact the courthouse. After
we capture him, we’ll take him straight to the courthouse. We’'ll put him on trial and
sentence him. After he’s convicted, I'll be on the watch out to see who dares to step
forward to interfere.

“Understood. I'll go make arrangements immediately.”

Nathaniel immediately walked out of the office.




James also followed him out.
Henry quickly summoned the troops.
In just ten minutes, one thousand elite soldiers of the Red Flame Army assembled.

These one thousand soldiers were recruited by Henry from the Southern Plains and had
accompanied James to Cansington in the past.

They were absolutely loyal to James.

Hundreds of military vehicles gathered in the open field of the Red Flame Army base. The
one thousand soldiers were also assembled.

James walked over in his military robe.

“‘Commander!”

An organized and loud greeting sounded.

Henry rushed over in his military uniform. He straightened up, saluted, and greeted,
“Emperor, one thousand soldiers from the Red Flame Army have been assembled! We're
awaiting your next orders!”

James looked at the troops and ordered, “Depart!”

“Left turn, march...”

The troops set off quickly and boarded the military vehicles.

Afterward, the hundred military vehicles drove out of the Red Flame Army Military Region.
Many forces had eyes on the Red Flame Army.

As soon as the troops were dispatched, the news spread like wildfire.

At Peace Mansion...

It was already eleven at night, but the King was not asleep yet.

Wearing a set of baggy pajamas, he was reading a book in his study.

Suddenly, a young woman pushed open his door and walked into the study.

The woman was about twenty-seven to twenty-eight years old. She was dressed in a sky-
blue plaid dress and had curly, blonde hair.

“Dad.”

The woman walked into the room and called out.




“Mia.”

The King put down his book and looked at the woman that walked into the study. He
smiled and asked, What’s the matter? Why’re you up so late?”

Mia Thybaut walked over and sat opposite the King.

“‘Dad, I've been studying abroad all these years, and we haven’t spent much quality time
together. How about we settle abroad together after you retire?”

The King smiled and said, “Mia, that’s wishful thinking. In my position, even if | retire, |
won'’t be able to leave the Capital.”
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“But...”
Suddenly, the door was pushed open again, and Gloom walked into the study.
Seeing that Mia was also present, he quickly said, “I'll come back later.”
After speaking, he proceeded to leave.
“Go ahead and report.” The King stopped Gloom from leaving.
He turned to Mia and said, “Mia, go outside first. 've some business to settle.”
“Okay.”

Mia cast a glance at Gloom and turned to leave.

After she left, the King asked, “What happened for you to come to me so late?”

Gloom’s expression darkened as he explained, “News had just come in that the Red
Flame Army has been dispatched.”

“What?”

The King stood up in shock and asked, “The Red Flame Army has been dispatched?”

Gloom nodded and said, “One thousand Red Flame Army soldiers were dispatched.
James recruited

these soldiers from the Southern Plains.

After several seconds, the King sat down and asked, “Who’s James targeting?”




Gloom shook his head and said, “l don’t know.”

The King said slowly, “Tonight won’t be a peaceful night in the Capital. You go and keep
an eye on the situation. If you get any news, inform me immediately.”

“Understood.”

Gloom turned and left.

After he left, the King’s expression became increasingly solemn.

Was James finally about to make a move?

Who was his first target?

How would the Gu Sect and Orient Commerce fight back?

The King was both anticipating it and afraid of the outcome.

The news of the Red Flame Army dispatching troops had gone viral throughout the
Capital. All the major forces, families, and wealthy figures knew that the Red Flame Army
had dispatched soldiers.

Many people in the Capital stayed up and waited for the latest news.

Meanwhile, James was sitting in a military vehicle.

Before leaving, he had notified people from the Celestial Sect to stand on guard secretly.

They would not take action if the Phantom Army did not show up. However, if the Phantom
Army decided to interfere, the Celestial Sect would take action against them..

Jamen ordered them to kill without mercy if the Phantom Army stood against them.
Tonight, he was determined to accomplish his goal.
He wanted to settle the situation in the Capital,

“Emperor, Graydon’s residence is right ahead. According to our sources, he hasn't left
after reaching home at eight in the evening.”

Henry reported the situation to James.

“‘Mhm, good.” James nodded.

The military vehicle kept advancing.

Half an hour later....

“‘Emperor, we’ve arrived.”




James got out of the car and ordered, “Surround the area and don't let anyone escape.”
As soon as the Red Flame Army besieged the area, soldiers outside Graydon’s house
immediately raised their guns. They glared at their unexpected guests and said coldly,
“Who are you people? Don’t you know where you're at? This is General Zabel's
residence...”

Before the soldier could finish speaking, Henry pressed a gun to his forehead and said
coldly, “We’re here to arrest Graydon. We're from the Red Flame Army, so please
cooperate. Otherwise, we’ll kill you.”

Hearing this, the soldier was terrified and quickly raised his hands.

James walked into the mansion with his hands behind his back.

As soon as he walked in, he spotted Graydon walking out in pajamas. Behind him, a
dozen or so fully- armed soldiers followed out.

Graydon was furious to see James with troops outside his mansion. He shouted, “Do you
know what you’re doing, James?”

“‘Arrest him.”

James ordered his troops.

The Red Flame Army behind him immediately advanced.

“No one move!” Graydon roared.

As he yelled, the people behind him quickly raised their guns.

James shouted, “Those who obstruct the Red Flame Army from enforcing the law will be
killed without mercy!”

Click.
One of the soldiers behind James loaded his gun.

The people behind Graydon were horrified and immediately dropped their guns. They
raised their hands over their head and knelt on the ground.

“Arrest him.”

Graydon did not resist and allowed the soldiers to arrest him.
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Graydon did not resist because he knew he might get killed if he did.




James possessed the Blade of Justice and had the power to enforce the law without
having to justify it first.

Therefore, he chose to compromise.
He believed the news would spread and someone would come to rescue him soon.

The people who were standing behind him would not allow James to break the balance in
the Capital.

After James arrested Graydon, he did not choose to return to the military region. Instead,
he headed straight to the courthouse. He planned to interrogate Graydon through the night
and convict him. Then, James could kill him if he were to get the death sentence.

James wanted to know what would happen after Graydon was killed.

He would kill anyone who stepped up to interfere.

While James was bringing Graydon to the courthouse, Lucjan sat on a sofa in his
residence in the Capital.

It was a courtyard house in the suburbs.
Several fully-armed soldiers guarded the outside of the courtyard house.

Other people were also gathered in the living room.

At that moment, people from the Gu Sect reported the situation to Lucjan.

“Sir, there’s news that James led troops to arrest Graydon, a three-star general promoted
to the Red Flame Army.”

After hearing that Graydon was arrested, Lucjan smiled and said, “Don’t interfere. Let him
struggle. He should wipe out all the people from Orient Commerce so | can sit back and
reap the benefits.”

“I'm afraid that won’t be a good idea, Sir.”

An old man sat opposite Lucjan.

The old man looked to be in his seventies. He was dressed in a gray robe with long hair
and a beard.

He gently stroked his beard and wore an unreadable expression. He explained, “You can’t
let James do as he pleases and deal this first blow. If he were to take action right now, his
next move would be a big one. He must be stopped.”

Lucjan looked at the old man and asked, “What do you think we should do?”

The old man with long hair in the gray robe was Lucjan’s advisor.




His name was Ezekiel Zayden, a descendant of Lazarus Zayden.

Ezekiel thought for a while and said, “Everyone knows what James is planning. He’s not
only our enemy but also an enemy of Orient Commerce. Orient Commerce allowed James
to stay around because he balanced our forces.

“‘However, James doesn’t know which people are from our faction and which are from
Orient Commerce. He won’t care which faction the people he targets belong to. As long as
he thinks they deserve to die or be dismissed, he’ll take action against them.

“Therefore, he must be stopped. We can’t let James set a precedent.”

Lucjan wore a solemn expression.

After thinking for a while, he said, “James hasn’t touched any of our men yet, so we don't
have to interfere for now. Let’s watch how Orient Commerce responds to this.”

Ezekiel thought for a while and said, “Alright. Let’s see how Lance will counterattack and
solve this problem.”

After learning about the person James had arrested, he chose not to interfere.
Meanwhile, in another independent mansion in the Capital.

The mansion was in a remote area.

Many people gathered inside the remote mansion.

At that moment, inside the room...

“Sir, are you really going to let that kid, James, mess around?”

A voice sounded.
It was an old man that spoke.

He was the head of Lance’s powerhouse subordinates, Sky, and also the only one still
alive.

Lance stood before a painting, held up the teacup, and inspected the landscape painting.
He replied softly, “That kid James’ purpose is to force the ancient martial sects out and
have them pick sides.”

Sky said, “The situation is pretty clear right now. This kid is no longer useful. We'll suffer
heavy losses if we let him cause trouble.”

Lance waved his hand and said, “Don’t worry. | still want to use this kid to deal with the Gu
Sect. Lucjan isn’t a pushover. The remaining forces from the Gu Sect that survived aren’t
going to be easy to deal with. It'll be worth it if we can destroy the Gu Sect by sacrificing a
few people.”




Everyone was planning their next moves.



