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on the ground. 

It was a gruesome sight. 

Even James was appalled. He never expected the Dark Keep to be so devoid of morals 
that they would eradicate a whole city. 

Laelia quickly rushed in the direction of the Imperial Palace. 

Within the palace’s perimeter, more corpses were scattered on the floor. 

The floor was soaked in fresh blood. 

Laelia had to step over bodies in order to advance forward. 

Soon, she entered the palace. 

Many dead armored guards could be seen inside the palace, and it was evident that 
they died miserable deaths. 

Laelia rushed inside, but corpses were piled up around the palace, and she could not 
find a single living person. 

“Father…” 

She fell to the ground and wailed in despair. 

James had no idea how to console her. 

After a while, James attempted to comfort her. “Let’s search the palace first to see if we 
find 

your relatives’ remains. It’s possible they were spared and captured instead.” 

Laelia finally calmed herself and began to search through the heaps of dead bodies. 

After a long time, she returned to James’ side. 

James looked at her and asked, “Did you find any of them?” 

Laelia gently shook her head and said, “No, I didn’t find any of my relatives’ bodies. 
They must have been captured by the Dark Keep.” 



James nodded and said, “That’s highly likely since their main goal is to obtain the 
treasure your family possesses. It’s unlikely they’ll carelessly dispose of your relatives 
before they are able to obtain it.” 

With a tear-streaked face, Laelia looked at James and pleaded, “You must help me, Sir. 
You’re the only one who can help me right now. I really don’t know what I can do 
without you.” 

James was troubled as he replied, “…But I’ve no idea where the Dark Keep’s base is. I 
also haven’t a clue where these people have taken your father and relatives.” 

“I…” 

Laelia thought for a while and said, “There’s a person who knows where the Dark 
Keeps’ base is located.” 

“Who?” asked James. 

Laelia replied, “The Lord of Liberty City. 

James inquired, “What kind of person is he?” 

Laelia explained, “Liberty City commands a lot of authority in the Land of Tabal. The 
City Lord’s real name is unknown, but he goes by the monicker of Cloyd Xavier. He’s 
one of the most powerful men in the Land of Tabal. Our family used to be on friendly 
terms with him. If we look for him, he should be able to tell us more about the Dark 
Keep.” 

“Then we shouldn’t waste any more time. Let’s go right away.” 

James walked out with long strides. 

Laelia followed behind him. 

The two left Tabalham, which had become a dead city. 

They appeared outside another city three days after departing from the Tabal Empire. 

It was a massive city with hectic traffic and bustling crowds. 

A few vivid words were carved into the high city walls- Liberty City. 

Laelia said softly, “Cloyd is incredibly strong and is currently one of the top ten 
powerhouses within the Land of Tabal. Liberty City’s cultivators also come from all over 
the world and are mainly comprised of people who weren’t accepted by other places.” 



“However, Cloyd gave these people sanctuary in the city.” 

“Regardless of one’s actions outside or even if one is currently a fugitive, Cloyd will 
protect anyone that seeks refuge in Liberty City.” 

James nodded. “Mhm. Let’s go.” 

The two entered the city. 

Laelia no longer exuded a noble presence and was dressed in plain clothes to blend in 
as an average person. 

The two easily entered Liberty City and did not face any difficulties at the gates. 

Most of the readers are now reading this novels:- 

Read The Almighty Dragon General Chapter 2142 

The Almighty Dragon General Chapter 2142–fter entering the city, the two found an inn 
to stay in for the time being. 

James was seated on a chair inside the room. Meanwhile, Laelia poured some tea for 
him. 

“James, when are we going to the City Lord’s Mansion to see Cloyd?” 

Laelia was at her wits’ ends. Many days passed, but she was still unsure of how her 
father and other relatives fared. She desperately wanted to learn more about the Dark 
Keep and her family’s condition. 

“We’ll go after having something to eat.” 

James stood up and walked out of the door. 

He made his way to the inn’s first floor and ordered a number of small dishes. Then, he 
ate them leisurely. 

Laelia sat beside him but had no desire to eat. 

Many people were also eating around the inn’s lobby. 

“I heard the Tabal Empire’s capital, Tabalham, was destroyed, and millions of people 
were slaughtered.” 

“Mhm. I also heard about the incident. It seems the Dark Keep was responsible for it.” 



“The Dark Keep must want one of Tabal Empire’s treasures which led them to wipe out 
Tabalham.” 

“What kind of treasure would spur the Dark Keep into action like that? The Dark Keep 
has remained silent for many years.” 

The cultivators in the inn discussed the fall of the Tabal Empire. 

However, they merely heard rumors about the incident and were unaware of the real 
reason behind it. All they knew was that the Targwyn family possessed a valuable 
treasure. 

Hearing their chatter, Laelia’s expression grew more despondent. 

James stood up and patted her on the shoulder, trying to soothe her. “Don’t worry. 
Everything will be alright. We’ll head to the City Lord’s Mansion immediately to meet 
with Cloyd and ask him about the Dark Keep.” 

“Mhm.” Laelia nodded. 

The two left the inn and headed directly to the City Lord’s Mansion. 

There were many guards stationed at the gate of the mansion when they arrived. 

The two found their paths barred immediately upon arrival. 

“State your names.” the guard said sternly. 

Laelia quickly answered, “I-I’m the princess of the Tabal Empire’s Targwyn family. The 
Targwyn’s predecessors have previously met with Lord Cloyd a few times. I’m here to 
request an audience with him.” 

The guards could not help but give Laelia another once over after hearing she was from 
the Tabal Empire’s Targwyn family. 

Then, one of the guards replied, “Please wait here. I’ll go report your visit.” 

Meanwhile, a young man sat at the head of the table in the main hall of the City Lord’s 
Mansion. He was dressed in a blue robe and held onto a paper fan, constantly flapping 
it. 

“A few days ago, the Deputy Master of the Dark Keep, Saturio, was killed.” 

An old man sat opposite the blue robed man. 



The old man looked between 70 and 80 years old and wore a black robe. His 
expression was grim as he slammed his hands on the table, causing wine to spill 
everywhere. 

“Oh?” 

The man in blue glanced at the old man. 

“If I’m not mistaken, Saturio had already reached Immortal Ascension. He was one of 
the strongest in the Land of Tabal. Who’s strong enough to defeat him?” 

Shaking his head, the old man said, “I’m not sure yet. I only know that Saturio headed 
out to pursue and kill Laelia. She’s the one who has the family treasure.” 

The man dressed in a blue robe was Liberty City’s lord. 

The elderly man was the Dark Keep’s Master. 

Cloyd fluttered his paper fan and said nonchalantly, “I wonder… What kind of family 
treasure does the Targwyn family possess that compelled you to make such a big 
move? You even went through the trouble of wiping out the entire city.” 

The Dark Keep’s Master replied, “You must know about the visions that appeared some 
time ago, right? I’ve discovered some clues in our ancient books. The Targwyn family 
treasure has been passed down from ancient times. Whoever obtains it will inherit a 
great fortune.” 

“The Land of Tabal is one of the weakest territories among the Sealed Realms. Once 
the seal opens, we’ll be wiped out. 

“However, that’ll change if I get my hands on their family treasure. My strength will 
improve tremendously. I’ll become an unrivaled powerhouse capable of crushing those 
ancient Orthodox factions from other Sealed Realms.” 

At that moment, a guard walked into the hall and kneeled on one knee. 

“My Lord, a woman claiming to be the Tabal Empire’s princess has shown up outside.” 
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had come to visit him, a playful smile formed on Cloyd’s face. 



The Dark Keep’s Master was taken aback by the announcement. With a smile, he said, 
“I was just about to look for her. What a surprise that she’s come straight to me.” 

Cloyd flapped his paper fan, waved his hand, and said, “Please step away for a 
moment, Sir. I’d like to hear what the Tabal Empire’s princess wants from me.” 

“Alright.” The Dark Keep’s Master gave a small nod, stood up, and walked out of the 
main hall. 

Cloyd ordered, “Invite them inside.” 

“Understood.” The guard nodded and quickly left the main hall. 

James and Laelia waited at the City Lord’s Mansion’s gate for a while before the guard 
that left to report their visit returned. 

“Princess, this way, please.” 

The guard led James and Laelia into the City Lord’s Mansion. 

After passing through a hallway, they entered the main hall. 

A slim, young man with a slightly gaunt look sat inside the main hall. 

“My Lord, they’re here.” 

“Alright. You’re dismissed.” Cloyd gently waved his guards away. 

The guard turned and left. 

Laelia looked at Cloyd and said respectfully, “I’m Laelia from the Tabal Empire. It’s a 
pleasure to meet you, Lord Cloyd.” 

Cloyd made a gentle hand gesture and said, “Sit.” 

Laelia sat to the side, and James silently sat next to her. 

Cloyd looked at Laelia and said, “In the past, I’ve had a few encounters with the Tabal 
Empire’s predecessor. I never expected him to go before me. Time is cruel and 
unforgiving.” 

Cloyd sighed. 

With teary eyes, Laelia said, “My Lord, a catastrophe has befallen the Targwyn family of 
the Tabal Empire. Tabalham’s people were massacred, and the Dark Keep captured my 



family. Their whereabouts are currently unknown. I understand you’re extremely 
knowledgeable, so I came to inquire about the Dark Keep.” 

Hearing this, Cloyd’s expression became solemn. 

“I’ve heard about the incident. I never would’ve imagined the Dark Keep to be so insane 
that they’d massacre an entire city.” 

He looked at Laelia and asked, “I’ve heard rumors that the Dark Keep is after an 
invaluable treasure in your family’s possession. There’s also word that you’re the one 
who possesses it. What exactly is this treasure you’re carrying? My suggestion is that 
you use it to exchange for 

your family members. The Dark Keep’s members are ruthless.” 

“I-It’s my family’s jade pendant. It’s not really a treasure. I have no idea who spread the 
rumor about my family’s jade pendant being an invaluable treasure,” said Laelia. 

“Can I have a look?” Cloyd looked at Laelia and asked for her permission. 

“I…” 

Laelia was troubled. 

Cloyd smiled at her. “What’s wrong? Are you afraid I’ll want your family treasure too?” 

“No.” 

Laelia immediately shook her head. She came to seek help from Cloyd and did not want 
to offend him. So, she immediately took out the jade pendant. 

James interrupted when she was about to hand it over to Cloyd. 

“Wait.” 

James spoke abruptly and snatched the jade pendant away from her. 

“James, you…” 

Laelia looked at James with a puzzled expression. 

James held the jade pendant and glanced at Cloyd, saying calmly, “We came to inquire 
about the Dark Keep and its location. As for how we rescue the captives is none of your 
concern.” 

Cloyd finally cast a glance at James. 



Initially, he thought James was simply Laelia’s mindless subordinate. 
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was not a simpleton. 

Although he was displeased, he did not let it show on his face. He looked at James with 
a smile and said, “Young man, do you understand what you’re saying? Have you any 
clue what kind of organization the Dark Keep is? Even I, myself, am not confident I can 
save Laelia’s family from them. Are you implying you have the strength to rescue 
them?” 

“You don’t have to worry about that.” 

James’ expression remained calm. 

Although James had only just met Cloyd, he learned from Laelia’s description of him 
that he would protect anyone seeking shelter in Liberty City, even if they had committed 
heinous crimes. 

Someone who would do something like this was definitely not a good person. 

Cloyd smiled faintly and said, “Haha… I heard that the Dark Keep’s Deputy Master was 
killed while trying to assassinate Laelia. Does this perhaps have something to do with 
you, young man?” 

James glanced at him and said coolly, “I wasn’t expecting you to be so well-informed.” 

He did not deny it and said, “That’s right. I was the one who killed the Dark Keep’s 
Deputy Master, Saturio.” 

Cloyd asked the question rather offhandedly. Thus, he was shocked when James 
confirmed his statement. He could not help but stare at James in bewilderment. 

Saturio already reached the Immortal Ascension rank. Even Cloyd, himself, would find it 
hard to kill him. He did not expect Saturio to die at the hands of the young man before 
him. 

‘Is this young man really that strong?’ 

Cloyd tried to analyze James’ strength. 



However, James’ True Energy was hidden in a small energy reservoir within his 
meridian. Thus, Cloyd could not sense any energy nor infer James’ true strength. 

After a brief shock, he smiled and said, “Indeed, many talented people in the younger 
generation exist. I never expected such a powerful human to appear on Earth since my 
absence. “Serve our guests some tea.” 

Soon, a maid came into the room with tea. 

Laelia picked up the teacup, took a sip, and said, “Lord Cloyd, please tell us about the 
Dark Keep.” 

“What’s the rush?” 

Cloyd smiled and watched as James sipped the tea. 

As soon as he drank it, James sensed that something was wrong. The tea was highly 
poisonous. Fortunately, it was ineffective on him because his body was reformed by the 
Demonic Lotus 

and became immune to poison. 

“Argh.” 

At that moment, Laelia groaned and collapsed to the floor. 

James also fell limply to the floor. He pointed at Cloyd and said, “Y-You poisoned the 
tea.” 

“Haha.” 

Cloyd laughed and said, “Wasn’t expecting it, were you?” 

Suddenly, footsteps approached, and an old man appeared. 

It was the Dark Keep’s Master. 

“Bastard, you killed my Deputy Master. I want you to pay with your life.” 

The Dark Keep’s Master approached and looked at James with a hostile and 
bloodthirsty expression. 

“Lord Cloyd, you…” 

Laelia was stunned. 



At that moment, her face was warped in agony as the poison had already spread 
through her body, making it impossible for her to mobilize her True Energy. 

She nearly passed out from the pain alone. 

Suddenly, James slowly stood up from the floor. He casually waved his hand, and 
powerful True Energy gathered in his palm, sucking out the poison from Laelia’s body. 

Laelia finally felt much better. She struggled to get up from the floor and quickly ran to 
stand behind James. 

Cloyd looked at James, and a smile crept on his face. He said, “Impressive, young man. 
I underestimated you. I didn’t think the poison I carefully prepared would have no effect 
on you.” 

James smiled lightly. “I also wasn’t expecting you to be in cahoots with the Dark Keep. I 
was planning to look for the Dark Keep’s Master, but it looks like I won’t have to go 
through that effort since he’s already here.” 

James wore a nonchalant expression. 

The Dark Keep’s Master sneered. “B*stard, you’re still trying to act tough even though 
you’ll die soon, huh?” 
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organization in the Land of Tabal and had been established many years ago. 

The current master of the Dark Keep was also one of the strongest people in the Land 
of Tabal. 

His name was Miguel Hadecus, and he was Saturio’s elder brother. 

To him, James had to die for killing his younger brother. 

He was unwilling to speak needlessly with someone he was about to kill. All he wanted 
was to acquire the Targwyn family’s family treasure which was now in James’ hands. 
With a grim expression, Miguel stretched out his hand and said coldly, “Hand me the 
jade pendant, and I’ll be sure to leave your corpse in one piece.” 

Miguel’s attitude was arrogant and overbearing. 



James looked at the jade pendant in his hand. With a single thought from James, it 
disappeared and was transported into the Celestial Abode. 

“If you want it, you’ll need to have the ability to take it from me. 

James smiled faintly. 

Then, he turned to Laelia behind him and whispered, “You should find a chance to leave 
when you can and wait for me outside the city. After I finish off these two, I’ll come to 
find you.” 

Laelia would only become a burden to James if she stayed. 

After nodding gently, Laelia turned around and left. 

However, many guards appeared outside the main hall before she could leave. Holding 
up their swords, they blocked Laelia’s path, forcing her to return to the hall. 

Cloyd chuckled. “Do you think you 

James frowned. 

“could leave after coming here?” 

He would have nothing to worry about if he was fighting alone. Even if he could not beat 
them, escaping would not be a problem. 

However, the situation was different with Laelia present. 

Laelia returned to James’ side. James took her hand and whispered, “Don’t resist. Just 
trust me.” 

She nodded despite not knowing what James was about to do. 

Suddenly, she sensed a powerful force coming from James’ hand. It wrapped around 
her and drew her body towards it. 

As James instructed, Laelia did not resist the force. 

Immediately afterward, she disappeared from the hall. 

In the next moment, she found herself inside the Celestial Abode. 

After transporting Laelia into the Celestial Abode, James looked at Cloyd and Miguel 
with a bright smile. 



The two of them were rooted where they stood with shock. 

“Where did she go?” 

‘What’s going on?’ 

‘How did a live person suddenly disappear?’ 

Both of them were puzzled. 

However, that was no longer important since the Targwyn family’s heirloom was not 
with Laelia but with James. As long as James was still around, then they could obtain it. 

“Hand it over.” 

Miguel reached his hand out to James. 

Cloyd also advised. “Don’t be arrogant, young man. You might have killed Saturio, who 
reached Immortal Ascension, but the Dark Keep’s Master and I are already at the 
Immortal Ascension’s Third Stair. If you have any sense, hurry and hand over the jade 
pendant.” 

“Come and get it if you can.” 

James smiled. 

An opponent on the Immortal Ascension’s Third Stair was nothing to him. 

Once he activated the Sacrilegious Ascension, he could easily kill people on the 
Immortal Ascension’s Third Stair. 

The two people before him were no match for him. 

“You must have a death wish.” 

Miguel snorted, and his expression darkened. A powerful force formed from his wide 
sleeves, and the force swept toward James with the sound of a veritable gust. 

James knew he was not a match for these two if he did not use the Sacrilegious 
Ascension. 

He dodged quickly and appeared outside the main hall in a flash. Then, he leaped into 
the air and promptly fled from Liberty City. 

His intention was not to escape, but to head towards a deserted area. 



The city was crowded, and many people would be affected if a fight broke out. He was 
unwilling to allow innocents to die because of him. 

He quickly fled while Miguel and Cloyd were hot on his tail. 

The two moved rapidly and caught up with James in no time. 
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Miguel dashed in front of James and blocked his path. 

James turned around to flee, but Cloyd was also on his tail. They flanked him, and his 
escape routes were blocked off. 

Faced with these two powerhouses, James kept his cool. 

“I’m going to say it one last time, motherf*cker. Hand over the treasure, and I’ll leave 
your body in one piece,” Miguel said dangerously. 

“Ha,” James snickered. 

He activated Sacrilegious Ascension, and powerful True Energy emerged from his 
energy reservoir. Several streams of True Energy merged together, and James’ aura 
increased. Then, his True Energy shattered his own spine. 

At that moment, the power of heaven and earth gathered together to form a new spine. 

James stepped forward, causing the ground and surrounding mountains to tremble. The 
surrounding mountains were unable to withstand the force of the technique and began 
to crumble apart. 

Creatures within the mountains sensed the terrifying power released by James and 
evacuated the area. Some of the weaker ones could escape in time, and their bodies 
were ripped to pieces by Sacrilegious Ascension’s terrifying force. 

James took one step. Then, two steps. Then, three… 

In a mere instant, he took thirty-three steps. 

When he took the final step, Cloyd and Miguel could no longer bear the pressure of the 
heavens and the earth. Their bodies were barely holding on as they felt like the weight 
of a mountain was trying to flatten them. 



“B*stard! You’re stronger than I thought.” 

Miguel’s face darkened. He immediately exerted all his strength to withstand the 
crushing pressure. Then, he charged in front of James and raised his palm to attack. 

James reached out his hand to block the attack. 

Boom! 

Their palms struck each other, and tremendous force swept the surroundings, causing a 
distortion. 

After activating Sacrilegious Ascension, James’ strength doubled. In terms of strength, 
James completely outmatched Miguel. Compared to James, who was only pushed a 
few steps backward, Miguel was blown away by the powerful force. 

“I’ll kill you first.” 

After James’ blocked Miguel’s attack, he turned to Cloyd. 

Miguel was the Dark Keep’s Master and had captured Laelia’s relatives. Thus, there 
was still value in keeping him alive. However, it was different for Cloyd. 

The Primordial Dragon Blade appeared in James’ hand. 

James’ body flickered and reappeared in front of Cloyd. 

With the increase in strength, James’ speed had also improved. He was insanely fast, 
and his sword attacks were also as fast as lightning. Despite being at the Immortal 
Ascension’s Third Stair, Cloyd could not react fast enough to defend himself. 

After Cloyd saw the flash of Sword Light before him, his neck had been cleaved into 
two. 

He saw himself travel through the air for a few moments. 

A few seconds later, his head fell to the ground. 

One of the Land of Tabal’s most powerful men met his demise so pathetically. 

Miguel watched it happen in the distance, and his face paled in fear. 

“This…?” 

He was stunned in disbelief. 



Cloyd’s strength was on par with his own. Even if Cloyd was slightly weaker, the 
difference was almost negligible. Yet, James killed him so easily. 

At that moment, Miguel was scared out of his wits. 

The idea of fleeing crossed his mind. 

He no longer cared about the treasure and tried to make a run for it. 

“Do you think you can escape?” 

James growled at Miguel. 

He activated Sacrilegious Ascension and quickly gathered the power of heaven and 
earth together. Miguel felt an invisible pressure crushing him as he was escaping. As if 
someone had stepped on him, he suddenly plummeted from the sky. 

Boom! 

His body slammed into the ground and was buried in the rubble. He could no longer get 
back up to his feet. 

“Haha.” 

James laughed out loud. 

The Sacrilegious Ascension was wickedly strong. 

Even though he was weaker, he was able to totally dominate opponents in higher ranks 
after he cast Sacrilegious Ascension. 
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from the sky, slamming into the rubble below him. 

James descended from the sky and steadily landed on a rock. 

An old man covered in blood crawled out from the rubble before him. 

It was Miguel. 



Sacrilegious Ascension was indeed formidable. James could crush all his opponents 
with the power of heaven and earth. Although Miguel was at the Immortal Ascension’s 
Third Stair, he could not resist the force and sustained injuries. 

He glared at James as he struggled to get up, and roared furiously, “You f*cker! I want 
you dead!” 

Suddenly, he cast his secret art, and his aura grew more potent. 

He was on the Immortal Ascension’s Third Stair but could forcibly increase his rank to 
the Immortal Ascension’s Fourth Stair. His aura grew considerably. 

“Die!” 

Miguel bellowed with a ferocious expression. 

A long sword manifested in his hand, and a Sword Energy rushed at James. 

James’ body flickered, and he reappeared in the distance, having successfully dodged 
the attack. 

Bang! 

The sky darkened, and the grounds trembled as the sword attack was unleashed. The 
immense force destroyed the surrounding area, causing rocks to explode into dust and 
trees to be reduced into splinters. 

“He became a lot stronger.” 

James appeared in the distance and smiled faintly. 

After his first attack missed, Miguel raised his long sword and launched several fierce 
attacks consecutively. His speed became much faster after forcibly increasing his rank. 

James defended against the attacks. 

Their Sword Energies clashed, and countless Sword Lights burst forth. 

Rumble! 

The surrounding area was constantly destroyed. 

After fighting for a while, James gained a better understanding of his own strength. 
Upon activating Sacrilegious Ascension, his strength was slightly higher than the 
Immortal Ascension’s Fourth Stair. That being said, he would not be a match for 
someone at the Immortal Ascension’s Fifth Stair. 



Miguel had casted a secret art to forcibly increase his rank. 

Unfortunately, his enhanced state gradually weakened after a short while because it 
was a relatively weak secret art. 

Seizing an opportunity, James thrust out his palm, and a devastating palm energy swept 
forward, knocking Miguel away. 

Miguel spat out a mouthful of blood and fell to the ground, unable to get back up again. 
James walked over, and looked at Miguel, who was barely alive. He gave a slight smile 
and immediately tapped Miguel’s acupoints to seal his cultivation base. 

After subduing Miguel, he dispersed the Sacrilegious Ascension. 

He lay down feebly on the ground and mobilized the Demonic Energy in his body to 
repair his injuries. 

Although the Sacrilegious Ascension boasted tremendous strength, there was a 
consequence to using it. For some time, James would in a weakened state. If a 
powerful enemy appeared right now, he would be doomed. 

Fortunately, he already killed Cloyd, and there were no other enemies around their 
vicinity. 

Half an hour later, James was fully recovered. He stood up from the ground and smiled 
at the immobilized Miguel. Then, he said, “You would’ve died by now if it weren’t 
because you’re keeping the Targwyns hostage in the Dark Keep.” 

“Hmph.” Miguel snorted coldly. 

James ignored him. 

Then, he teleported Laelia out of the Celestial Abode. 

When she saw Miguel laying miserably on the ground, her pretty face was shocked. 

Miguel was the Dark Keep’s Master and his strength was renowned in the Land of 
Tabal. How could he have lost so easily? 

Remembering that James owned the Celestial Abode, she quickly dismissed her 
doubts. 

When she was transported into the Celestial Abode previously, she was dumbfounded. 

She never expected James to have such a supranatural treasure. 



James looked at Laelia who was stunned and said with a smile, “Princess Laelia, I’ve 
subdued the Dark Keep’s Master. If you have any questions, go ahead and ask him.” 

Laelia came to her senses. 

Her heart boiled with rage as she thought of the slaughtered Tabalham citizens. 

She drew her sword and pressed it against Miguel’s neck, hissing furiously, “Where are 
my parents, brother, sister, and other relatives?” 

“If you’re going to kill me, just do it. Why waste time on such nonsense?” 

After being defeated, Miguel was resigned to his fate. 

“Are you going to be stubborn about this?” 

A maleficent smile crept on James’ face as powerful Demonic Energy materialized out 
of his body. Black Energy oozed from James and formed a black lotus. 

As soon as the black lotus appeared, Miguel felt its oppressive aura and his heart 
began beating wildly. 
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Miguel’s eyes widened, and his face was full of panic. 

James said calmly, “It doesn’t matter what I am. I’m giving you one more chance. If you 
don’t answer, I’ll let you feel the full force of my wrath.” 

Demonic Energy seeped out from the black lotus and engulfed Miguel. 

Miguel was shaken to his very core. He knew he would die if he refused to speak. 

He was terrified. Faced with death, his survival instincts kicked in. 

“D-Don’t kill me. I’ll answer your questions.” 

Only then did James retract the Demonic Lotus. 

Laelia also gave James a dubious look. 

She knew about demons from legends she had heard. 



Never would she have expected a human from Earth to have such terrifying Demonic 
Energy. However, she could not care less at this point. She did not care if she was 
fraternizing with demons as long as it would allow her family to be saved. 

“Talk,” Laelia threatened. 

Miguel quickly replied, “Your family members are safe and sound in the Dark Keep’s 
base. We did not kill any of them.” 

James said nonchalantly, “Lead the way.” 

Miguel shakily stood up from the ground and said, “The Dark Keep’s base is in the 
deepest region of the Soul Beast Mountain Range.” 

Laelia turned to James and said pleadingly, “Let’s head to Soul Beast Mountain Range 
as soon as possible, James.” 

“Mhm.” James nodded. 

Afterward, James left the place with Laelia with Miguel in tow. 

Three days later, James and Laelia entered the Soul Beast Mountain Range with 
Miguel’s guidance. 

The Soul Beast Mountain Range was within the Land of Tabal and was full of towering 
mountains connected to one another. It looked spectacular from a distance. 

After they headed deep into the mountain range, they arrived at the Dark Keep’s base. 

With Miguel leading the way, the two easily made it into the base. 

After entering the Dark Keep’s main hall, Miguel ordered, “Bring the Targwyn family 
members here.” 

“Understood.” 

The Dark Keep’s guards promptly set off. 

Soon, hundreds of people were brought into the hall. 

These people were the Targwyn family members. 

“Father.” 

Laelia’s body trembled with joy after seeing her family. She rushed toward a middle-
aged man. 



The middle-aged man wore a white robe that was soiled with dirt. At that moment, he 
hardly seemed like the lord of a country at all. 

“Laelia?” 

Zoe Targwyn was shocked to see Laelia. With a disappointed expression, he sighed. “I 
see… Even you weren’t able to escape. Our family must be destined to perish.” 

“Father, everything’s alright. We can leave.” 

Laelia wept happily. 

“What do you mean?” 

Zoe was taken by surprise. 

James walked over and said, “Princess Laelia, you should leave with your family first.” 

“Father, let’s go.” 

Laelia guided Zoe away. 

The Targwyn family left the Dark Keep’s base in a state of confusion. 

Miguel pleadingly looked at James in the main hall and said, “Since I’ve already let 
everyone go, don’t you think you should unseal my acupoints and spare my life?” 

James glanced at him. 

Meeting his gaze, Miguel kneeled on the ground in fear. 

“I’m willing to serve you, Sir. I swear to submit and obey you for the rest of my life.” 
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It did not take long for them put distance between themselves and the Soul Beast 
Mountain Range, where the Dark Keep’s base was located. 

Laelia shed tears of joy after they left the mountain range. 

“I’m so happy that you’re alright, Father. It’s fortunate nothing happened to you. The 
entirety Tabalham was brutally massacred. I thought you…” 



“Sobs…” 

Thinking of everything she had experienced recently, Laelia began to weep. 

Laelia was a princess that grew up in royalty and had never been hunted down before. 

Her suppressed emotions burst out as she recalled her escort guards sacrificing 
themselves for her one after the other, laying in pools of blood while she fled. 

“Laelia.” 

Zoe embraced her in his arms and gently comforted her, “You’ve been through a lot.’ 

“What’s going on, Laelia?” 

“How did you get us out of the Dark Keep?” 

“Did you hand over our family’s jade pendant to the Dark Keep?” 

Some of her other family members surrounded her. 

Only then did Laelia begin to explain everything that happened up to this point. She told 
them in detail about how James rescued her while she was being pursued, how they 
headed to Tabalham, and finally ended up in Liberty City. 

After hearing her tale, the Targwyns were at a loss for words. 

Surprised, Zoe asked, “When did such a powerful young man appear in the Land of 
Tabal?” 

Laelia explained, “Father, he’s not a cultivator from the Land of Tabal. He came from 
beyond our world; from Earth. He came to the Land of Tabal in search of food supplies 
because Earth is experiencing natural disasters.” 

“I see.” 

Zoe came to a sudden realization. 

At that moment, a deafening explosion sounded in the distant mountain, causing the 
ground to shake as if the end of the world had arrived. 

Soon, a man appeared. 

It was none other than James. 

James rushed over and descended from the sky, landing firmly on the ground. 



“James.” 

Laelia took a few steps forward. 

Her family members regarded James warily. They learned from Laelia that he was a 
powerful man who was not of their world. Even a powerhouse like the Dark Keep’s 
Master stood no chance against him. 

James approached with a smile and said, “I’vedestroyed the Dark Keep. From today 
onward, the Dark Keep no longer exists in the Land of Tabal.” 

“Thank you, Sir.” 

Zoe walked over with a grateful smile and said, “My family would’ve been doomed if it 
weren’t for your help, Mr. Caden.” 

James slightly waved his hand and said, “I’m doing it for myself too. I saved your family 
in exchange for food. Now that the Dark Keep has been destroyed, when will I be able 
to collect the food?” 

Zoe immediately replied, “There’s no need to rush. After we head back to Tabalham and 
repair the city, I’ll immediately order my people to gather provisions from all over the 
country for you.” 

“James, where’s my jade pendant?” 

Laelia looked at James expectantly. 

James was taken aback. 

He indeed had the jade pendant and should have returned it to Laelia long ago. 
However, he wanted it for himself and had not handed it back to her. He thought she 
would have forgotten about it by now and did not expect her to bring it up. 

After a brief shock, he took out the Targwyn’s heirloom jade pendant from the Celestial 
Abode and handed it back to Laelia. 

“Here you go. I was keeping it safe for you.” 

“Thanks.” 

After returning the jade pendant, Laelia’s pretty face beamed with gratitude. 

James simply stayed silent. 



Although he wanted the jade pendant, it was not rightfully his and belonged to the 
Targwyn family. 

“Let’s head back first,” said Zoe. 

“Alright.” James nodded. 

The group confidently left the mountain. 
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The once bustling Tabalham was now a dead city. Piles of corpses were heaped around 
the city, blood ran through the streets, and it reeked of a horrid odor. 

After Zoe returned, he immediately dispatched soldiers from nearby cities to clean up 
the city. 

In just a few days, Tabalham was thoroughly tidied up. 

Since the Targwyn family had plenty of affairs to handle, they were temporarily unable 
to prepare rations for James. In that time, James temporarily stayed with them. 

His stay lasted for half a month. 

Half a month later, Tabalham was rebuilt and slowly regained operations. 

James sat in the independent courtyard behind Tabalham’s Imperial Palace. 

He absorbed Empyrean Spiritual Energy and used it to cultivate. 

“James.” 

A dainty voice sounded from outside the door. 

The door was pushed open. A beautiful woman with exquisite features and gorgeous 
figure walked into the room wearing a gorgeous dress and flower crown. With a sweet 
smile on her face, she called out again, “James.” 

James stopped cultivating and looked toward Laelia, who walked into the room. He 
nodded and answered, “Hi.” 



Laelia walked over and sat down on a chair in the yard. She said with a smile, “Father 
has already issued an order for food to be gathered from across the country. If 
everything goes well and there are no hiccups, the food will arrive in Tabalham within a 
month.” 

Hearing this, James sighed in relief. 

After obtaining the rations, he could return to Earth. 

All the while, he was unsure whether any problems had arisen or whether the supposed 
good fortune had come to pass on earth. 

“By the way…” 

Laelia wanted to say something but swallowed her words, and her face flushed red. 

James looked at her and asked, “Hmm? What’s wrong?” 

After some brief hesitation, she said, “F-Father would like to see you in the palace’s 
main hall right now.” 

James nodded lightly and said, “Alright. Let’s go. Lead the way.” 

“This way, please.” 

Laelia gestured to him and turned to leave. 

James followed behind her. 

After passing through the backyard, they arrived in the palace’s main hall, situated in 
the front yard. 

When they reached, many people were already gathered in the main hall. Most of them 
were members of the Targwyn family. 

Sitting at the head of the table was a middle-aged man in a robe embroidered with a 
dragon. He brimmed with extraordinary charisma. 

An ordinary person would have to kneel in the presence of the Emperor. However, 
James was also an Emperor, and a strong one at that. Thus, he merely clasped his fists 
together upon seeing the Tabal Empire’s Emperor. 

Zoe invited with a smile, “Please be seated.” 

Soon, a servant brought a chair to him. 



James took a seat. 

Sitting at the head of the table, Zoe said cheerily, “Mr. Caden, I’m really grateful for 
helping us. If you hadn’t rescued us, our family wouldhave met its unfortunate doom. To 
express our gratitude for your life-saving grace, I’ve decided to betroth Laelia to you.” 

“Huh?” 

James was nonplussed. 

Inside the main hall, Laelia lowered her reddened face and was embarrassed to look at 
James. 

Zoe said with a smile, “Our family has also decided to bestow you our family’s heirloom, 
the jade pendant, as a dowry. Although we don’t know the exact function of this jade 
pendant, it’s definitely a great treasure. Moreover, you’ll be granted access to our 
ancestral lands to look for treasure after marrying Laelia.” 

Although James really wanted the Burial Jade, he did not want to obtain it through 
marriage. 

He stood up and said apologetically, “Your Majesty, I’m incredibly sorry. I’m already 
married and can’t take Laelia as my wife.” 

“I see…” 

Zoe looked disappointed. 

Then, James said with a smile, “However, I’m very interested in the jade pendant and 
the Targwyns’ ancestral land. If you insist on repaying me, I’d be happy to accept the 
jade pendant and explore your ancestral land.” 
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