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At the Forensic Department under the Major Crimes Unit, Effie delivered
the final autopsy report of the murder case at Lucent River to Natalie,
requesting her signature.

“Boss, the people from the Criminal Investigation Division are amazed

by you for identifying the previous two victims’ identities so quickly.
Thanks to that, they managed to save the third victim. The third victim
was unconscious by the time they

found her. The murderer was about to inject potassium cyanide into her

and dismember her.”

Thanks to Natalie’s help, we’ve arrested the murderer and saved a
person’s life.

Effie leaned her cheek on her palm while staring at Natalie with
admiration sparkling in her eyes.

“It’s great that we saved her.” The latter let out a sigh of relief. After
flipping through the report, she signed it.

“Boss, we’ll be having a celebratory dinner tonight. Officer Williams

specifically asked for you to attend it.”

“I won’t be going.” Natalie returned the document to Effie and continued
in a calm tone, “I’ve gained permission from Mr. Jones to just focus on
the cases and not join other irrelevant events.”

Effie was at a loss of words for a moment. She then nodded in agreement
as she thought of her impression of Natalie. She has never given in just to



please others. Her professionalism and skills are the ones that do the

talking.

Natalie looked plain in her disguise.

Despite that, awe appeared on Effie’s face as she stared at the woman.

The latter felt nervous upon feeling the intense stare. She then touched
her hyper realistic mask, making sure that it was firmly attached. “Effie,
if there’s nothing, I’ll get going then.”

After getting changed, Natalie shouldered her backpack and left in a cab.
Her destination was Dream Pharmaceutical.

Right after she got into the cab, a call came in. It was from Yandel Moss,
the CEO of Dream Pharmaceutical.

As soon as she answered the call, Yandel’s grumbling voice sounded
over the phone. “Boss, when will you be arriving?”

Natalie looked at the traffic and answered, “I’m on my way. I’ll be there
in about half an hour.”

“Okay. I’ll be waiting for you. That man is weird. He isn’t intrigued by
my generous offer to work as our company’s R&D director at all,”
Yandel said guiltily.

“You don’t have to persuade him to take on your offer. Just stall him for

me.”

“Boss, you should come over here quickly…”

“I got it.”



Natalie pursed her lips after hanging up the phone.

Dream Pharmaceutical was a pharmaceutical company established by her
three years ago. As she wished to keep a low profile and hide her identity,
she had appointed Yandel as the CEO of the company, while she took on
the role of the chairman.

In all these years, I’ve never given up on making myself stronger.
Besides, I’ll never forget Granddad and Mother’s dying wishes.

Just when Natalie was deep in thought, the driver reminded, “We’re

here.”

She then paid the fare and got out of the vehicle.

The view of Dream Pharmaceutical was astounding. Through the glass
doors, crowds consisting of employees and visitors were seen everywhere
within the building,

Right as Natalie was about to make her way in, a couple left the
building’s lobby and walked right in her direction.

All it took was one glance for her to recognize them.

They were Yonah Hermann and Natasha Larson.

Seven years ago, after her mother’s passing, Natalie had carried her
mother’s urn to Dellmoor. Yonah, who gave her unyielding warmth, was
like a brother to her back then.

Nevertheless, a year later, she found out that Natasha was his fiancée.

Yonah had toyed with Natalie’s feelings out of Yara and Natasha’s
request.



It has been six years… I never thought that I’ll be meeting them here.

Holding hands, Yonah and Natasha walked past Natalie while chatting
jovially.

They had failed to recognize Natalie, for the latter was wearing her
hyper-realistic

Meanwhile, Natalie’s lips curled into a cold smirk. A trace of malice

flashed across her enticing eyes.

It seems that the Hermann family is one of Dream Pharmaceutical’s
clients. They’re digging their own graves. But there’s no hurry. I’ll deal
with them for everything they did to me when the time comes.

Natalie entered the building and used her fingerprints to unlock the first
access control gate. Unlike the crowd who were queuing to get into the
elevators, she walked straight toward the VIP elevator that could lead one
to the top floor.

The two receptionists were shocked upon seeing her action.

“Is she trying to use the VIP elevator?”

“Is she new? Doesn’t she know that only the people with the

highest-ranking position

can unlock it with their fingerprints?”

“Don’t mind her. She’ll behave and queue just like everyone else once
she fails to unlock it.”
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Right as the two receptionists were ready to witness Natalie humiliating
herself, the latter successfully unlocked the VIP elevator with her
fingerprint and walked into it.

Instantly, the two were stupefied.

That woman looks to be about twenty-five and is far from being

attractive. How could she possibly use the VIP elevator?

“Could it be that she’s our dream guy, Mr. Moss’ girlfriend?”

“It can’t be! Didn’t you see the freckles on that woman’s face? Mr.Moss
will never like such an ugly woman like her.”

“If she isn’t Mr. Moss’ girlfriend, could it be that she’s our chairman?”

“T-That’s even more impossible.”

The discussion continued for a long while. Yet, they still could not figure
out Natalie’s identity.

Meanwhile, the elevator reached the thirty-sixth floor, where the CEO’s
office was located

As Yandel was still stalling Ross Trevor in the CEO’s office, he had sent
his assistant, Jonty Jernigan, to greet Natalie.

“Mr. Moss instructed me to wait for your arrival.”

Natalie nodded in response. “Is he still here? Has he left?”



Jonty shook his head. “He hasn’t left yet. Mr. Moss managed to deceive
Ross to come over here. However, Ross wants to leave after realizing
that he has fallen for Mr. Moss’ trap. Mr. Moss has no choice but to stall
him by force.”

“I’ll head over there now.”

Natalie knocked on the CEO’s office door before unlocking the door
using her fingerprint.

The sight she saw once she pushed open the door was Yandel sitting on
the floor while clinging to Ross’ leg with all his strength to stop the latter
from stepping out of the office.

Yandel’s face turned pale upon seeing the woman. The next instant, he
loosened his grip on Ross’ leg and rose to his feet, brushing the dust off
him.

Good heavens! Boss, you’re finally here!

His shamelessness a while ago vanished completely as Yandel exuded a
distinguished

forgive me for my recklessness just now. The real boss of this company
is here to see you.”

Natalie closed the door.

She froze upon seeing Ross.

Six years ago, they had an encounter when Ross was twenty-eight years
old. Back then, he was an outstanding and dashing man. However, now,
he looked decadent and lifeless. The stubble under his chin had turned
into a fuzzy beard.



She sized Ross up. In the meantime, the latter also scrutinized the woman,
who had barged into the office all of a sudden.

“Mr. Moss, are you calling a little girl to persuade me after failing to do
so yourself?”

Yandel was furious upon hearing Ross’ description of his boss. “Please
have some respect. Who are you calling a little girl?”

“Who else could it be aside from her? You?”

“I dare you to say it again. I’ll throw you off from here!”

Not only had Ross’ elegance diminished, but he was also filled with
pricks and wariness now.

Natalie glared at Yandel. “Yandel, don’t be rude to Dr. Trevor.”

Ross scoffed, “Dr. Trevor? It’s been years since someone called me

that.”

Natalie walked toward Ross and said slowly, “One will only realize how
wicked the people around him are once he falls into the abyss. It’s true
that you were once betrayed by Belle Green. However, do you wish to
stay like this forever and let her watch you succumb to despair? Don’t

you want to rise from the fall and fight back?”

Ross pursed his lips and stared at the sharp woman in front of him with
shock and bewilderment in his eyes.

“How do you know about my past?” he asked.

you wish to crawl out of the abyss and get back to the top?” Natalie
clenched her fists as she spoke.



Her persuading words reminded her of herself.

Hatred grew in her eyes as she thought of the dead twins, her sister’s
betrayal, and the bunch of wicked people having control over the
company managed by her mother and grandfather.

Ross could sense anguish and betrayal in Natalie after their eyes met.

“Even if you and this man want to hire me, will the chairman approve?”

“Why not?” answered Natalie. “I’m the one who founded this company.
Nobody will
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Ross was stunned as he could not believe what he had just heard.

“You are the chairman of Dream Company?”

Dream Pharmaceutical was quite a new company. Though it was only
established three years ago, it quickly became one of the biggest
pharmaceutical companies in Chanaea due to its effective
anti-inflammatory drugs.

Everyone knew that Yandel only held fifteen percent of Dream
Company’s shares.

The other seventy percent was in the hands of the chairman.

However, the chairman’s identity remained a mystery. Many speculated
that the

chairman might be an old man who could not show himself in public.



Never in his dreams did Ross imagine that the founder and chairman of
Dream Company was none other than the beautiful young woman in front
of him.

“That’s right. She’s my boss and the chairman of Dream Company,
Natalie Nichols.” Yandel made the introduction with a straight face as he
brushed his hair away from his eyes.

Natalie disregarded Yandel’s brown-nosing and looked at Ross.

“You can continue hiding in rock bottom or climb back to the top. It all
depends on

you.”

In the setting sun, Natalie was covered in a layer of soft light. However,
her almond eyes showed a firm look.

She was gorgeous, but it did not matter in that moment.

The power she exuded was enough to make anyone become a loyal
follower.

“I want to get up. I want revenge.”

Natalie’s lips curled up in a smile when she got the answer she was
hoping for.

“The first step to getting back on top is to dress the part.” She glanced at
Yandel and said, “Take him and dress him up. Lend him your clothes for

now.”

With that, Yandel led Ross to the lounge in the chairman’s office.



After a while, the men reappeared. Seeing Ross with his new look,
Natalie nodded with satisfaction. Indeed, clothes make the man.

Even though he was only wearing a simple white collared shirt and black
pants, Natalie could see a glimpse of his former handsome self as he
stood there with his hands in his pockets.

“Not bad at all, Dr. Trevor.”

Ross was no longer resistant as he was before. “Thank you.”

Noticing how Natalie had all eyes on Ross, Yandel felt left out. “Boss,
how about me?”

“You? Good enough” Natalie pursed her lips and continued, “You’ll
start flying if I praise you more.”

They looked at each other and smiled.

Afterward, Natalie began discussing their latest strategies and their
research and development direction with Yandel and Ross.

Yandel had long been used to Natalie’s thought process. As Ross listened
and pondered quietly, he could not help but feel newfound respect for
her.

As they were about to finish, Natalie’s phone rang all of a sudden.

Natalie got up and went to a quiet corner to pick up the phone while Ross
and Yandel discussed quietly.

“Hello, is this Ms. Nichols?”

“And you are?”



“I’m Mr. Bowers’ butler, Gavin.”

Natalie was not expecting that phone call.

Even though she had agreed to help with Sophia’s aphasia, the
appointments were supposed to be held once a month. The call came
fifteen days too early.

“Gavin, what is it?”

“Ms. Nichols, I know that I’m calling at a bad time, but Mr. Franklin and
Ms. Sophia are on a hunger strike.”

“Why are they on a hunger strike?” Natalie was confused, especially
since Sophia was so obedient.

1

“Because… they want to see you. However, Mr. Samuel said he would
not arrange a meeting since it’s still too early. That’s why they’re
throwing a tantrum. Mr. Samuel got angry and confiscated their phones.
The kids couldn’t do anything else, so they decided to go on a hunger
strike.”

Natalie was stunned.

Those little cuties went on a hunger strike because of me?
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Natalie was surprised and worried at the same time. “Gavin, how long

has it been since they went on the hunger strike?”



“They started yesterday afternoon and didn’t have dinner. It’s almost
been a whole day now. They haven’t had a bite to eat. They didn’t even
drink much water…” Gavin’s voice was filled with worry.

How could they go a whole day without eating?

Natalie furrowed her brows and asked, “How about Samuel? How did he

react to his children refusing to eat?”

“Mr. Samuel is aware, but he…”

“What is it?”

Gavin said helplessly, “He said they have a standing appointment to see
you once a month, so they have to follow that agreement. Since he
doesn’t want to spoil the children, he’s letting them go on hunger strike.
He thinks that they will eat when they get too hungry. If they faint from
hunger, he will get a doctor to give them some

Natalie was dumbfounded. All she could think of was how cold blooded

Samuel was.

Franklin and Sophia are still so young. How could they go a whole day

without eating? He even plans to give them shots only after they’ve

fainted? I have no words. How can a father like him exist in this world?

“Gavin, I’m coming over now.”

After hanging up the phone, Natalie turned around and looked at Yandel
and Ross.

“Something came up. I have to go. Yandel, Ross just joined Dream
Company. Give him the support he needs to begin his research.”



Without waiting for Yandel’s reply, Natalie rushed off and left the office
building. She hailed a taxi and headed straight toward the Bowers
residence.

After arriving, Natalie paid for the fare and got out of the car. She had
barely got to

the ornamental gate when she saw Gavin pacing back and forth with an
anxious expression.

When he saw that Natalie was finally there, his face lit up.

“Ms. Nichols, I’m so glad you’re here. I was afraid that you wouldn’t
come after a phone call from a butler like me.”

“Don’t worry about it. Bring me to the children and ask the kitchen to
prepare some oatmeal porridge that is easy to digest.”

“I got it.”

In a bedroom on the second floor, Franklin’s stomach was growling with
hunger.

Sophia was not doing any better. Her little belly was now hard and tight

with hunger. Even her expression had become sullen.

“Sophia, hang in there. We are Daddy’s children. I’m sure he won’t let

us starve to death.”

Sophia nodded in agreement.

“We need to let Daddy know how determined we are to see that woman.
If we give up now, our efforts will go to waste.”



Sophia nodded once more.

“But, Sophia… I’m starving…

Sophia could not talk, but she rubbed her stomach with her little hands as
tears welled up in her eyes.

The two children were having a hard time, but as they looked into each
other’s eyes, none of them wanted to be the first to give up on the hunger

strike.

In each other’s eyes, they found the strength and determination to keep it
going.

Just when the two children were about to faint from hunger, there was a
knock on the door.

Franklin knew it was Gavin trying to get them to eat again, so he began
whining, “We’re not going to eat. Don’t you dare bring food in here to
sway me and Sophia.. We won’t eat a bite! We’ll only eat when you let

us see that woman!”

–

At first, Natalie was still doubtful of what Gavin had told her on the
phone. After hearing how determined Franklin sounded, she knew that

Gavin was not exaggerating earlier.

–

–

–



At that moment, she felt a knot in her heart
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Perhaps, she had started to think of them as the pair of twins she had lost

long ago.

After gathering her thoughts, she knocked on the door again.

“Are you really not going to open it? I’ll leave then.”

The Promise of Happiness Chapter 25

Chapter 25

Franklin glanced at Sophia and said weakly, “Sophia, am I hallucinating

from missing her too much?”

Sophia shook her head. Her eyes were filled with joy as she got up and
ran toward the door.

She stood on her toes and unlocked the door.

As the door clicked open, Natalie saw Sophia wearing a yellow tutu skirt.

She was holding a teddy bear in her arms. It had a pair of dark eyes that
glistened as beautifully as Sophia’s.

“Sophia…

As Natalie uttered those words, the tears in Sophia’s eyes rolled down
her little cheeks.

Not only that, the little girl hugged Natalie’s leg as tightly as she could.

With that, she let everything out and cried.

Natalie’s heart melted immediately, and her mind was in a mess.



She immediately knelt down and held Sophia in her arms to comfort her.
“Don’t cry. I’m here now.”

There was no stopping Sophia. Even though Natalie was comforting her,
she kept on weeping.

Natalie felt a sting in her heart as she held the sobbing little girl.

Meanwhile, Franklin put up a tough act before walking over to Natalie.

“What took you so long? Don’t you know how hard it was for me to wait

for you?(This novel will be daily updtaed at ) Why must I be the one to

call you all the time? Can’t you call or visit us voluntarily?”

Natalie was at a loss for words.

“There won’t be a next time! Don’t let me do this again. It’s a struggle to
starve.”

Natalie looked at Sophia and then at Franklin. She could feel her heart
swell with love and sadness.

These two kids… They’re so silly. How could they starve themselves

like this just to see me?

Natalie said softly, “All right, I understand. You two must be so hungry.
Let’s go and eat now, okay?”

The children were having a hard time sticking to the hunger strike. Now
that they got what they wanted, they went downstairs with Natalie
obediently.



In the dining room, Gavin already had the housekeeper prepare all sorts
of delicacies for the children.

Gavin might just be a member of the staff, but he genuinely loved
Franklin and Sophia.(This novel will be daily updtaed at ) Tears welled
up in his eyes as he watched them walk into the dining room.

He also found himself getting more and impressed by Natalie.

Even though Natalie and Yara have the same last name, it seems like the
children are closer to Natalie than they are to their mother.

The three of them then took their seats at the dining table.

Feeling famished, the children immediately began devouring all the food.

Natalie kept reminding them to slow down while peeling shrimps for
them. She paid attention to distributing them evenly.

This was a habit she had gotten from taking care of Xavian and Clayton.

The brothers got along well usually, but they would fight if one of them
felt that she was spoiling the other a little more.

After Franklin and Sophia finished eating, their bellies were round and
full of food.

However, Sophia still had room for dessert. She made a gesture at Gavin,
who brought over a chocolate mousse cake right away.

With that, Sophia tugged on Natalie’s sleeve.

Natalie turned her head and saw Sophia’s sweet little smile. She was
holding a spoonful of cake to Natalie’s mouth.



Chocolate mousse cake was also one of Natalie’s favorites.

Besides, who could say no to such a little cutie?(This novel will be daily
updtaed at ) Natalie did not give it much thought and took a bite.

At that moment, a man’s low and magnetic voice came from the

entrance.

“Are Franklin and Sophia still on their hunger strike?”
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