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‘So there had to be some secret at least.” "Impossible!" Margaret said firmly, "l have been married to
your father for half a

lifetime. He might be stubborn and eccentric sometimes, but he never lied to me. He would never hide
anything from me! Where on earth did you hear this gossip? What kickboxing secrets could our family

have?"

"Heather mentioned it. She's adamant that Alex must have a secret handbook containing special skills."
Ralph thought of

Heather’s determined eyes and remembered that she had gotten engaged to him. He wondered if she
only did that because of the handbook.

woman like her shouldn't learn so much about this. Why is it constantly on

there any progress? What else should we arrange? Did you prepare everything? Don't
no festive atmosphere at home. It was evident Ralph

inform his mother, "Our marriage might not

could not hide it from her. Heather probably would not marry him and even brought up the issue of
equity. She treated

matter how he said it. She stared at him so hard that she
wanting to talk this over quickly, "Even if it does work out, it

before but was so angry that she



