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Ma Haodong could not stand it anymore . When he was about to stand up and speak on Xu Xiyan's
behalf, Xiao Yugian spoke again .

“Hello everyone, I'm Xiao Yugian, the person in charge of Jingyue Entertainment . We've invited
everyone here today so we can explain the truth about Jia Qing's murder case . Before the truth is
revealed, | hope everyone can calm down . | believe that nothing could escape the vast net of justice .
The law will not tolerate anyone who has committed a crime and will also not wrong an innocent person
. Please give us some time to explain . Thank you!”

When Xiao Yugian had finished controlling the crowd, the public relations team and Xu Xiyan were
already seated on stage .

Today, Xu Xiyan's mood was different than when she'd had her first press conference . Her mood was
very heavy at the moment .

She wore a black dress and had not put on any makeup in respect of the deceased and his family .
She looked at the audience . Other than a few familiar faces, everyone was a stranger to her .
How could she make those people believe that she was innocent?

Could she simply just say “l didn't kill him,” and her name would be cleared?

Like everyone else, Xu Xiyan was waiting for the verdict, waiting for the truth to be revealed .

Xu Xiyan wondered . What kind of evidence had Xiao Yugian and the others collected for her in just a
few days? Could they prove her innocence?

Next, Guan Hao, the head of the public relations team of Jingyue Entertainment, began to speak .

Guan Hao was a man in his early thirties . He was handsome and professionally dressed . He was an old
friend of Xiao Yugian and he had joined Jingyue because of Xiao Yugian's strong recommendation .

In the future, he would lead the public relations department of Jingyue Entertainment .

First, he objectively explained the time and place of the Jia Qing's poisoning incident, as well as the
results and effect .

The public relations team began to play the full footage of that day on the screen .

Guan Hao pointed a finger at the big screen and explained, “You can see that the bag of poisoned flour
was hung at the top . The actor had to stand below and step on the switch to make the flour pour down
. Everyone should note that our artist, Jing Xi, tried to step on the switch several times, but the
mechanism did not respond . At this time, the props manager, Jia Qing, personally went forward to
demonstrate it for her . He only stepped on it once and the flour fell . Can this prove that Jing Xi had
designed the prop to fail? That she deliberately wanted to harm Jia Qing?”



Someone shouted from the audience . “Maybe Jing Xi had already counted how many times to step on
the switch before the flour would fall and left the last attempt for Jia Qing?”

Guan Hao glanced at the audience and smiled . “Our friend here is very imaginative . Let's take a look at
what happens next, shall we?”

The video showed a scene of Jia Qing being covered with flour and falling to the ground . It was Jing Xi
who realized something was wrong first, getting a hose to flush the flour off Jia Qing's body . After that,
she tried to save Jia Qing's life by treating him with acupuncture in a timely manner .

After the video ended, Guan Hao said again, “If Jing Xi wanted to harm Jia Qing, why did she try to save
Jia Qing's life on the spot?”

Another reporter from the audience speculated, “Because she was trying to elude suspicion! She
deliberately put on an act!”

From the stage, Xu Xiyan looked down at the faces of the reporters in the audience and felt a sense of
powerlessness in her heart .

See? This is the entertainment circle!
Which reporter in the entertainment circle will not judge others with colored glasses?
Even if you're innocent, you still can't escape their questions and nonsense .

“Since everyone is suspecting that the murderer is Jing Xi, then let us present some facts and have a
discussion about whether she is really the murderer . ”

Chapter 351: Clarifying The Truth (Part 1)

Ma Haodong could not stand it anymore. When he was about to stand up and speak on Xu Xiyan's
behalf, Xiao Yugian spoke again.

"Hello everyone, I'm Xiao Yugqian, the person in charge of Jingyue Entertainment. We've invited
everyone here today so we can explain the truth about Jia Qing's murder case. Before the truth is
revealed, | hope everyone can calm down. | believe that nothing could escape the vast net of justice. The
law will not tolerate anyone who has committed a crime and will also not wrong an innocent person.
Please give us some time to explain. Thank you!"

When Xiao Yugian had finished controlling the crowd, the public relations team and Xu Xiyan were
already seated on stage.

Today, Xu Xiyan's mood was different than when she'd had her first press conference. Her mood was
very heavy at the moment.

She wore a black dress and had not put on any makeup in respect of the deceased and his family.
She looked at the audience. Other than a few familiar faces, everyone was a stranger to her.

How could she make those people believe that she was innocent?



Could she simply just say "l didn't kill him," and her name would be cleared?
Like everyone else, Xu Xiyan was waiting for the verdict, waiting for the truth to be revealed.

Xu Xiyan wondered. What kind of evidence had Xiao Yugian and the others collected for her in just a few
days? Could they prove her innocence?

Next, Guan Hao, the head of the public relations team of Jingyue Entertainment, began to speak.

Guan Hao was a man in his early thirties. He was handsome and professionally dressed. He was an old
friend of Xiao Yugian and he had joined Jingyue because of Xiao Yugian's strong recommendation.

In the future, he would lead the public relations department of Jingyue Entertainment.

First, he objectively explained the time and place of the Jia Qing's poisoning incident, as well as the
results and effect.

The public relations team began to play the full footage of that day on the screen.

Guan Hao pointed a finger at the big screen and explained, "You can see that the bag of poisoned flour
was hung at the top. The actor had to stand below and step on the switch to make the flour pour down.
Everyone should note that our artist, Jing Xi, tried to step on the switch several times, but the
mechanism did not respond. At this time, the props manager, Jia Qing, personally went forward to
demonstrate it for her. He only stepped on it once and the flour fell. Can this prove that Jing Xi had
designed the prop to fail? That she deliberately wanted to harm Jia Qing?"

Someone shouted from the audience. "Maybe Jing Xi had already counted how many times to step on
the switch before the flour would fall and left the last attempt for Jia Qing?"

Guan Hao glanced at the audience and smiled. "Our friend here is very imaginative. Let's take a look at
what happens next, shall we?"

The video showed a scene of Jia Qing being covered with flour and falling to the ground. It was Jing Xi
who realized something was wrong first, getting a hose to flush the flour off Jia Qing's body. After that,
she tried to save Jia Qing's life by treating him with acupuncture in a timely manner.

After the video ended, Guan Hao said again, "If Jing Xi wanted to harm Jia Qing, why did she try to save
Jia Qing's life on the spot?"

Another reporter from the audience speculated, "Because she was trying to elude suspicion! She
deliberately put on an act!"

From the stage, Xu Xiyan looked down at the faces of the reporters in the audience and felt a sense of
powerlessness in her heart.

See? This is the entertainment circle!
Which reporter in the entertainment circle will not judge others with colored glasses?

Even if you're innocent, you still can't escape their questions and nonsense.



"Since everyone is suspecting that the murderer is Jing Xi, then let us present some facts and have a
discussion about whether she is really the murderer."
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As Guan Hao spoke, he pressed a switch on his laser pointer again and changed the slide on the screen .
The first item on the slide listed the social backgrounds of Jing Xi and Jia Qing .

As they compared their personal histories, it was clear that Jing Xi and Jia Qing did not have any
connections before the filming of “Root of Evil . ”

This proved that Jing Xi and Jia Qing being former lovers were purely nonsense .

The second item listed the online and offline purchase history of Jing Xi and Jia Qing, as well as the food
qualification inspection report provided by the flour manufacturer .

The statistics concluded that neither of them had purchased toxic substances such as arsenic trioxide,
which was not mixed into the flour by the flour manufacturer .

So where did the arsenic in the flour come from?

Guan Hao threw out a question . He knew how to seize the hearts of the people and used it as a way to
make the reporters think carefully .

He continued, “Everyone knows that arsenic is a raw chemical industrial material and is one of the
oldest poisons, commonly known as white arsenic . This material is commonly used in the smelting of
arsenic alloys and in the manufacture of semiconductors, in the glass industry, in the leather industry,
and in agriculture . It has a broad application . In our process of collecting evidence, we've investigated
the circulation of arsenic throughout Peijing, including transactions in the black market . Other than
industrial usage, we've found several private purchase records . ”

As soon as this was said, many people began murmuring in the audience, waiting for him to show the
private purchase records .

Guan Hao let the public relations team present the evidence . On the screen, a set of transaction records
could be clearly seen, followed by the time of transaction and bank account number .

“According to the investigation and evidence collection by the public security department and the
banking department, we've found out that the holder of this bank account is a man named He Liang . He
is 32 years old this year and he is from Nanchuan . ”

After He Liang's identity was revealed, the audience began to discuss among themselves . Who was this
He Liang?

In her apartment, Huang Yanran was shocked and her coffee fell from her trembling hands, spilling onto
her clothes as she saw this very scene on the livestream .

Oh no! They've exposed He Liang!



If they were to trace it back to her through him, wouldn't she be finished?

Just as Huang Yanran was going to call him up, He Liang, who was bringing breakfast, knocked on the
door of her apartment .

Huang Yanran hurried over and opened the door . He Liang saw Huang Yanran and smiled at her as usual
like he always did, “Yanran, I've bought breakfast . ”

“He Liang, what should we do? They've found you out!” Huang Yanran said anxiously .
“What?”

Huang Yanran showed him the live broadcast of the Jingyue Entertainment press conference . They were
analyzing He Liang's identity at the moment and found out that he was Huang Yanran's assistant .

“You must hide! Go, quickly!”

Huang Yanran wanted to push him out of the door and let him leave Peijing . The further he hid, the
better .

Huang Yanran was in a panic . But as an assistant, He Liang was a lot calmer than she was .

He calmed Yanran down and said, “Yanran, at a time like this, it would be worse if | was to leave . If | flee
now, | would be running away from justice . ”

It had been exciting committing bad deeds and the taste of revenge was sweet, but she had not given a
single thought about the consequences . Right now, there was only terror in her mind . “But if you stay,
they'll find out and we'll be finished . ”

“Yanran, it won't happen . | won't let anything happen to you . ”

He Liang held Huang Xiaoran's shoulders, his eyes fixing onto hers as he comforted her . “You have to
calm down! If anything happens, you just have to say that you don't know anything and push the
responsibility onto me . I'll bear the blame alone . ”

Huang Yanran was deeply touched by his words, but she did not understand . “He Liang, why?”
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Chapter 352: Clarifying The Truth (Part 2)

As Guan Hao spoke, he pressed a switch on his laser pointer again and changed the slide on the screen.
The first item on the slide listed the social backgrounds of Jing Xi and Jia Qing.

As they compared their personal histories, it was clear that Jing Xi and Jia Qing did not have any
connections before the filming of "Root of Evil."

This proved that Jing Xi and Jia Qing being former lovers were purely nonsense.

The second item listed the online and offline purchase history of Jing Xi and Jia Qing, as well as the food
qualification inspection report provided by the flour manufacturer.



The statistics concluded that neither of them had purchased toxic substances such as arsenic trioxide,
which was not mixed into the flour by the flour manufacturer.

So where did the arsenic in the flour come from?

Guan Hao threw out a question. He knew how to seize the hearts of the people and used it as a way to
make the reporters think carefully.

He continued, "Everyone knows that arsenic is a raw chemical industrial material and is one of the
oldest poisons, commonly known as white arsenic. This material is commonly used in the smelting of
arsenic alloys and in the manufacture of semiconductors, in the glass industry, in the leather industry,
and in agriculture. It has a broad application. In our process of collecting evidence, we've investigated
the circulation of arsenic throughout Peijing, including transactions in the black market. Other than
industrial usage, we've found several private purchase records."

As soon as this was said, many people began murmuring in the audience, waiting for him to show the
private purchase records.

Guan Hao let the public relations team present the evidence. On the screen, a set of transaction records
could be clearly seen, followed by the time of transaction and bank account number.

"According to the investigation and evidence collection by the public security department and the
banking department, we've found out that the holder of this bank account is a man named He Liang. He
is 32 years old this year and he is from Nanchuan."

After He Liang's identity was revealed, the audience began to discuss among themselves. Who was this
He Liang?

In her apartment, Huang Yanran was shocked and her coffee fell from her trembling hands, spilling onto
her clothes as she saw this very scene on the livestream.

Oh no! They've exposed He Liang!
If they were to trace it back to her through him, wouldn't she be finished?

Just as Huang Yanran was going to call him up, He Liang, who was bringing breakfast, knocked on the
door of her apartment.

Huang Yanran hurried over and opened the door. He Liang saw Huang Yanran and smiled at her as usual
like he always did, "Yanran, I've bought breakfast."

"He Liang, what should we do? They've found you out!" Huang Yanran said anxiously.

"What?"

Huang Yanran showed him the live broadcast of the Jingyue Entertainment press conference. They were
analyzing He Liang's identity at the moment and found out that he was Huang Yanran's assistant.

"You must hide! Go, quickly!"

Huang Yanran wanted to push him out of the door and let him leave Peijing. The further he hid, the
better.



Huang Yanran was in a panic. But as an assistant, He Liang was a lot calmer than she was.

He calmed Yanran down and said, "Yanran, at a time like this, it would be worse if | was to leave. If | flee
now, | would be running away from justice."

It had been exciting committing bad deeds and the taste of revenge was sweet, but she had not given a
single thought about the consequences. Right now, there was only terror in her mind. "But if you stay,
they'll find out and we'll be finished."

"Yanran, it won't happen. | won't let anything happen to you."

He Liang held Huang Xiaoran's shoulders, his eyes fixing onto hers as he comforted her. "You have to
calm down! If anything happens, you just have to say that you don't know anything and push the
responsibility onto me. I'll bear the blame alone."

Huang Yanran was deeply touched by his words, but she did not understand. "He Liang, why?"
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Huang Yanran assumed that he was only her assistant and there was no need for him to bear any
responsibility for her, but this man actually spoke such responsible words and was willing to shoulder all
responsibilities .

Why is he doing this?
“No reason . | did everything in the first place, so | should bear the consequences . ”
He Liang's eyes sparkled with resolution, but he could not tell her the real reason .

Because of the employment contract signed between them, one of the provisions ruled that romantic
relationships between both parties were forbidden . If that happened, the contract would be terminated

He Liang loved Huang Yanran deeply and had always been willing to follow her for many years . In order
to stay by her side, he had to suppress his feelings for her in his heart .

In the face of unrequited love, he only wanted to protect the person he loved with all his power, nothing
more .

“But, | don't want anything to happen to you either .”

At this time, Huang Yanran realized how much she needed He Liang . He was her assistant . Every day he
would follow her like a shadow, and just like the air that was always around her .

She could not imagine: what if He Liang was taken away for real? What was she going to do alone?

“Yanran, I'm just a nameless pawn and my future is not important . But you're different . You're a big
star . If something happens to you, your career will be ruined and you'll be finished for life . ”

He Liang continued to comfort her, “Do you still remember how many hardships you went through
when you first came to Beijing?”



“You did not eat well and could only afford to live in the basement . Even as an extra, they would only
hire you depending on their mood . It wasn't easy for you to climb your way up into Yunhai
Entertainment and become what you are today . You know that President Huo had always despised
artists who used unscrupulous means to compete for their chances . If President Huo learned about
what you are doing, do you think he would let you get away with it? Would Yunhai still accommodate
you?”

“He Liang...” Huang Yanran was deeply touched by his words .

After working in Peijing for so many years, she had long forgotten her desperate origins in her pursuit
for stardom .

In order to climb the career ladder, she'd had no choice but to step on others, attack and retaliate
against other competitors, and even maintain illegitimate relationships with many sugar daddies .

She had become a vile and covetous woman . She was no longer the naive dream seeking girl she used
to be.

“That's enough, Yanran . It's decided . I'm going to surrender myself to the authorities so | can receive a
more lenient sentence . ”

“He Liang...”

He Liang released her, turned and went out . Huang Yanran watched his retreating back and her heart
was suddenly filled with inexplicable sorrow and grief .

Without thinking, she rushed over to him and grabbed him from behind around his waist, tears
streaming down her face .

Every day she had been literally living her life as an actor, mingling on the set with a vanity fair of
people, with a constant mask of pretentiousness on her face . She had long forgotten what love is .

At this moment, she felt terrible pain in her heart .
For many years, she had never truly shed tears for anyone .

The press conference was still going on . After disclosing He Liang's identity, everyone was in an uproar
after learning that he was the assistant of Huang Yanran, the lead actress of “Root of Evil . ” What did
Huang Yanran have to do with this case?

In addition to exposing He Liang and evidence of his purchase of the poison, Guan Hao also gave
evidence of He Liang bribing one of the film crew members, who provided confessions and audio
recordings .

The two pieces of evidence confirmed that He Liang had given him a sum of money and had him put the
poison powder in Jing Xi's cabinet, fabricating a false charge against her and placing the blame on her.

The last piece of evidence provided was a recording by the hospital's surveillance system . It was a video
of a nurse sneaking into Jia Qing's ward and injecting arsenic trioxide into his infusion tube .

Chapter 353: Clarifying The Truth (Part 3)



Huang Yanran assumed that he was only her assistant and there was no need for him to bear any
responsibility for her, but this man actually spoke such responsible words and was willing to shoulder all
responsibilities.

Why is he doing this?
"No reason. | did everything in the first place, so | should bear the consequences."
He Liang's eyes sparkled with resolution, but he could not tell her the real reason.

Because of the employment contract signed between them, one of the provisions ruled that romantic
relationships between both parties were forbidden. If that happened, the contract would be terminated.

He Liang loved Huang Yanran deeply and had always been willing to follow her for many years. In order
to stay by her side, he had to suppress his feelings for her in his heart.

In the face of unrequited love, he only wanted to protect the person he loved with all his power, nothing
more.

"But, | don't want anything to happen to you either."

At this time, Huang Yanran realized how much she needed He Liang. He was her assistant. Every day he
would follow her like a shadow, and just like the air that was always around her.

She could not imagine: what if He Liang was taken away for real? What was she going to do alone?

"Yanran, I'm just a nameless pawn and my future is not important. But you're different. You're a big star.
If something happens to you, your career will be ruined and you'll be finished for life."

He Liang continued to comfort her, "Do you still remember how many hardships you went through
when you first came to Beijing?"

"You did not eat well and could only afford to live in the basement. Even as an extra, they would only
hire you depending on their mood. It wasn't easy for you to climb your way up into Yunhai
Entertainment and become what you are today. You know that President Huo had always despised
artists who used unscrupulous means to compete for their chances. If President Huo learned about what
you are doing, do you think he would let you get away with it? Would Yunhai still accommodate you?"

"He Liang..." Huang Yanran was deeply touched by his words.

After working in Peijing for so many years, she had long forgotten her desperate origins in her pursuit
for stardom.

In order to climb the career ladder, she'd had no choice but to step on others, attack and retaliate
against other competitors, and even maintain illegitimate relationships with many sugar daddies.

She had become a vile and covetous woman. She was no longer the naive dream seeking girl she used to
be.

"That's enough, Yanran. It's decided. I'm going to surrender myself to the authorities so | can receive a
more lenient sentence."



"He Liang..."

He Liang released her, turned and went out. Huang Yanran watched his retreating back and her heart
was suddenly filled with inexplicable sorrow and grief.

Without thinking, she rushed over to him and grabbed him from behind around his waist, tears
streaming down her face.

Every day she had been literally living her life as an actor, mingling on the set with a vanity fair of
people, with a constant mask of pretentiousness on her face. She had long forgotten what love is.

At this moment, she felt terrible pain in her heart.
For many years, she had never truly shed tears for anyone.

The press conference was still going on. After disclosing He Liang's identity, everyone was in an uproar
after learning that he was the assistant of Huang Yanran, the lead actress of "Root of Evil." What did
Huang Yanran have to do with this case?

In addition to exposing He Liang and evidence of his purchase of the poison, Guan Hao also gave
evidence of He Liang bribing one of the film crew members, who provided confessions and audio
recordings.

The two pieces of evidence confirmed that He Liang had given him a sum of money and had him put the
poison powder in Jing Xi's cabinet, fabricating a false charge against her and placing the blame on her.

The last piece of evidence provided was a recording by the hospital's surveillance system. It was a video
of a nurse sneaking into Jia Qing's ward and injecting arsenic trioxide into his infusion tube.
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It was confirmed that the nurse was not a real nurse from the hospital, but an impersonator who had
intruded into the hospital . It was her poisonous injection that had caused Jia Qing's death .

The nurse was taken to the scene by the police . She explained the whole process of how she was bribed
and how she committed the murder in front of the crowd . The behind-the-scenes perpetrator was
indeed He Liang .

Guan Hao concluded, “Now there's a lot of evidence to prove that Jia Qing's death was caused by He
Liang, not Jing Xi . As for why He Liang wanted to murder Jia Qing, we will let the police take over and
investigate this issue . Now, does anyone have any questions?”

As usual, the reporters were sniffing for a scandalous angle of the story . Someone asked, “Mr . Guan,
the evidence you provided to prove that the murderer is He Liang is just a one-sided statement . Is all of
this intentionally done to steer suspicion away from the real culprit? Everyone in the entertainment
circle knows about Jing Xi's scandal for stealing the role of the lead actress Huang Yanran, which
happened a few days ago . Aren't her motivations obvious?”



As the press conference was being held, there were many who thought that Jingyue Entertainment was
deliberately diverting everyone's focus onto Huang Yanran and her assistant, placing the blame on them

After all, in everyone's impression, Jing Xi was only a small newcomer and had too many negative
scandals . Everyone was skeptical about her character . Also, Huang Yanran was an actress of the second
class and above . Why should she compete with a newcomer?

The lead actress role belonged to Huang Yanran in the first place . If anyone were to steal someone
else's role, it should be Jing Xi .

Guan Hao retorted the reporter ruthlessly, “My reporter friend, have you forgotten your identity? What
are the responsibilities of a journalist? Isn't it your job to report facts objectively and fairly? To reflect
problems to the public and play the role of a public opinion supervisor and guide? But in the face of
evidence, how did you behave? You can have doubts against our artist Jing Xi, but you must respect the
facts . The fact is that Jing Xi's role in the film “Root of Evil” has always been a stunt double . She
replaced Huang Yanran and filmed some of her scenes because Huang Yanran was injured and
hospitalized . There is no dispute over the roles at all and we can ask the director of “Root of Evil” to
testify . ”

Below the stage, Peng Sicheng took the microphone . He stood up, introduced himself, then explained to
the reporters, “Yes, Jing Xi has always been the stunt double for the lead actress of our production .
There has never been an act of overstepping one's roles during the shoot . ”

To further convince the crowd, Peng Sicheng specially explained that the lead actress and the second
male lead were sick and had taken sick leaves, almost causing the production to fall into disarray . In the
end, it was Mr . Xing, the stage manager, who had asked for Jing Xi's help to save the shoot .

“It was a special case that time and she could have chosen not to come . But she said: 'no matter what,
the show must go on . ' | was very moved by her words . Today, how many actors are still willing to
uphold such a selfless spirit? When someone invites you to a shoot, isn't the pay the first thing you think
of? How to reap more profit? How to be famous? But Jing Xi did not mention a single word of the pay at
that time and came to help me sincerely . She has never complained about the difficulties of the job and
never whined about being tired . She has been taking her work very seriously . Let me ask you this: such
an artist like her, how rotten can she be? Whose role does she need to steal to become famous? |, Peng
Sicheng, stand here today and swear that Jing Xi will not need to rely on her roles in the future, but the
role itself will come to rely on her .”

When Peng Sicheng finished his speech, the audience was deathly silent .

Many were deep in thought, reflecting on their professional responsibilities and thinking about what it
meant to be an actor .

Peng Sicheng was not a prophet, but he was right . A good actor would not constantly need to seek out a
role; a suitable one would always naturally land at their doorstep .

The silence lasted for a little while before it was eventually broken by a family member of the deceased .

“What's the use of saying all this? The problem is that my husband is dead!”



Chapter 354: Clarifying The Truth (Part 4)

It was confirmed that the nurse was not a real nurse from the hospital, but an impersonator who had
intruded into the hospital. It was her poisonous injection that had caused Jia Qing's death.

The nurse was taken to the scene by the police. She explained the whole process of how she was bribed
and how she committed the murder in front of the crowd. The behind-the-scenes perpetrator was
indeed He Liang.

Guan Hao concluded, "Now there's a lot of evidence to prove that Jia Qing's death was caused by He
Liang, not Jing Xi. As for why He Liang wanted to murder Jia Qing, we will let the police take over and
investigate this issue. Now, does anyone have any questions?"

As usual, the reporters were sniffing for a scandalous angle of the story. Someone asked, "Mr. Guan, the
evidence you provided to prove that the murderer is He Liang is just a one-sided statement. Is all of this
intentionally done to steer suspicion away from the real culprit? Everyone in the entertainment circle
knows about Jing Xi's scandal for stealing the role of the lead actress Huang Yanran, which happened a
few days ago. Aren't her motivations obvious?"

As the press conference was being held, there were many who thought that Jingyue Entertainment was
deliberately diverting everyone's focus onto Huang Yanran and her assistant, placing the blame on them.

After all, in everyone's impression, Jing Xi was only a small newcomer and had too many negative
scandals. Everyone was skeptical about her character. Also, Huang Yanran was an actress of the second
class and above. Why should she compete with a newcomer?

The lead actress role belonged to Huang Yanran in the first place. If anyone were to steal someone else's
role, it should be Jing Xi.

Guan Hao retorted the reporter ruthlessly, "My reporter friend, have you forgotten your identity? What
are the responsibilities of a journalist? Isn't it your job to report facts objectively and fairly? To reflect
problems to the public and play the role of a public opinion supervisor and guide? But in the face of
evidence, how did you behave? You can have doubts against our artist Jing Xi, but you must respect the
facts. The fact is that Jing Xi's role in the film "Root of Evil" has always been a stunt double. She replaced
Huang Yanran and filmed some of her scenes because Huang Yanran was injured and hospitalized. There
is no dispute over the roles at all and we can ask the director of "Root of Evil" to testify."

Below the stage, Peng Sicheng took the microphone. He stood up, introduced himself, then explained to
the reporters, "Yes, Jing Xi has always been the stunt double for the lead actress of our production.
There has never been an act of overstepping one's roles during the shoot."

To further convince the crowd, Peng Sicheng specially explained that the lead actress and the second
male lead were sick and had taken sick leaves, almost causing the production to fall into disarray. In the
end, it was Mr. Xing, the stage manager, who had asked for Jing Xi's help to save the shoot.

"It was a special case that time and she could have chosen not to come. But she said: 'no matter what,
the show must go on.' | was very moved by her words. Today, how many actors are still willing to uphold
such a selfless spirit? When someone invites you to a shoot, isn't the pay the first thing you think of?
How to reap more profit? How to be famous? But Jing Xi did not mention a single word of the pay at



that time and came to help me sincerely. She has never complained about the difficulties of the job and
never whined about being tired. She has been taking her work very seriously. Let me ask you this: such
an artist like her, how rotten can she be? Whose role does she need to steal to become famous? |, Peng
Sicheng, stand here today and swear that Jing Xi will not need to rely on her roles in the future, but the
role itself will come to rely on her."

When Peng Sicheng finished his speech, the audience was deathly silent.

Many were deep in thought, reflecting on their professional responsibilities and thinking about what it
meant to be an actor.

Peng Sicheng was not a prophet, but he was right. A good actor would not constantly need to seek out a
role; a suitable one would always naturally land at their doorstep.

The silence lasted for a little while before it was eventually broken by a family member of the deceased.
"What's the use of saying all this? The problem is that my husband is dead!"
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“What did my husband get himself into?” Jia Qing's wife cried . “Our son is only one, how is he suppose
to live without a father?”

She was in her 30's, shocked by the sudden news of her husband's death .

Their child was only one and was bedridden by a serious illness . The hospital bill was already squeezing
them dry, and her husband's death may have just ruined their lives .

The atmosphere was tense, Guan Hao looked at Xiao Yugian as she took the microphone.

“I know that the proof that we've provided wasn't substantial,” Xiao Yugian said . “Since we have most
media representatives here, why don't we invite one of the parties to tell us the whole story?”

The crowd shifted under the sudden announcement .

Which party?

He Liang?

The door flew open as a few officers pushed a man in a wheelchair into the hall .

Calling the person on the wheelchair a man was a little far-fetched . Most of his face and body was burnt
by acid and covered in scars .

They entered the hall with every pair of eyes looking at the man .
“Jia Qing?” Jia Qing's wife said as soon as she realized who it was in the wheelchair .

The man turned slowly towards his wife and looked at her . Tears rolled down his cheeks as he slowly
extended his hand towards her.

“Is it really you?” Jia Qing's wife cried in disbelief as she hugged him . “You're alive!”



Even if Jia Qing's face was different, his wife could still recognize him instantly .
The crowd was blown away as the “deceased” suddenly showed up .
Isn't he dead...? This thought was going through every person's head .

Xu Xiyan was the one that was puzzled the most . She couldn't understand the decision that Xiao Yugian
and Guan Hao had made .

Why hide the fact that Jia Qing is alive? Everything could've been solved easily, Xu Xiyan thought .

Xiao Yugian had everything planned out . The problem could've been settled if they brought Jia Qing out
from the beginning, but a few reporters might have remained skeptical or thought they could've bribed
him .

Bringing him out after they had shown everyone the proof they had was the best way to counter any
scandals and frames .

The officers pushed him up onto the stage, and he took the microphone from Xiao Yugian .

“l would like to apologize to everyone,” Jia Qing said . “As you all have guessed, I'm Jia Qing . I'm here
today, to tell the truth of what really happened . As I've told the police, I'm responsible for mixing the
poison with the flour.”

Jia Qing paused . Not only had his face changed, but even his voice was also different . The police had to
assist him in proving his identity to everyone .

“I've done something unbearable, and God has punished me for it,” Jia Qing continued . “I shouldn't
have sold my soul to the demon for a mere 500,000 Yuan ."”

Jia Qing explained the whole situation, including the trade between him and He Liang .
He refused He Liang at first, but he knew he needed the money for his son's treatment .

He was the one who had mixed the poison and set up the trap . What he didn't plan for was that the
trap would fail at the right time .
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“My face and body were burnt by the poison when the flour fell on me,” Jia Qing said as he recalled the
scene . “It was Jing Xi who was first to react and washed the poison off me . I inhaled some of the
poison, and my throat started to burn . It felt like hell . Jing Xi was the one who stopped the poison from
spreading . When | woke up in the hospital, the doctor told me if not for Jing Xi's emergency treatment, |
would never made it to the hospital . As | lay unconscious in the hospital, He Liang injected the same
poison into my IV drip to stop me from telling the truth . But | was lucky enough, and | made it out alive .

”

If Huo Yunshen had not ordered Yi Xiao to guard Jia Qing's he would've fallen into the hands of He Liang



Tears kept sliding down Jia Qing's cheeks as he told the whole story . It was a price he had to pay for
working with the demon .

A few people from the crowd were trying to hold back their tears as they heard his story .

“This is the whole story,” Jia Qing said as he got up from the wheelchair . “There's still one more thing
formetodo.”

He fell to the ground and kneeled in front of Jing Xi with the help of the officers .
Everyone was shocked by his sudden act, including Xu Xiyan .

“Jing XI, I'm really sorry...” Jia Qing cried . “I'm trash . | tried to take your life for money, and yet it was
you who saved me when God had abandoned me . | owe you my life . ”

“Please, get up,” Xu Xiyan said, rushing to his side and helping him up . “You've already gotten your
punishment . | hope that you will think twice before making any rash decisions in the future . ”

Jia Qing had gotten his punishment . Xu Xiyan chose to forgive him as he had been doing it all for his
child .

Deep down in Xu Xiyan's heart, she believed Jia Qing was a decent father who would do anything for his
child, unlike her own father who would sell his own daughter for money .

Xu Jinshan deserved divine punishment more than Jia Qing .
The crowd praised Xu Xiyan for her generosity towards the man who had planned to harm her .

Even the reporters who were pressuring her shifted their opinions as they recorded the touching
moment .

As the press conference ended, news of He Liang surrendering himself came from the police .

He'd only confess to doing what he did to help Huang Yanran, stating that she had no idea what he was
doing.

After Jingyue Entertainment had posted the truth on their social media page, the whole world began to
understand the truth behind the incident .

Are you serious? Jia Qing is still alive?

We've wronged Jing Xi again! Not only did she not harm anyone, she even tried to save Jia Qing!
He Liang is such a devious person!

He really went all out for Huang Yanran, huh?

Like hell, I'll believe that Huang Yanran had no idea of the whole thing! | bet that she's the true
mastermind behind the whole thing! She must be afraid of Jing Xi stealing her spotlight .

After the truth was revealed, Huang Yanran's life did not get easier, even when He Liang confessed to
committing the crime alone .



Yet when she thought of what He Liang had told her, she could only bite her lips and deny her
involvement .
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Even when He Liang kept on insisting that he was the mastermind, people remained skeptical .
They couldn't bring themselves to believe that Huang Yanran had nothing to do with it .

Bedridden by the backlash, Huang Yanran found herself worried all the time and couldn't sleep, even
when she was drained .

She even forgot her lines and spaced out when she was working one day .

“What the hell are you doing?” Peng Sicheng shouted angrily as he threw his script on the ground . “Can
you show some professionality? If you don't want this spot anymore, then leave!”

Huang Yanran was summoned back to Yunhai Entertainment as soon as her work ended that day .
It was her first time stepping foot inside the CEQO's office .

She'd never had the chance to meet with Huo Yunshen alone . Her heart beat wildly as he suddenly
called her to his office .

She'd guessed that Huo Yunshen wanted to question her about the recent incident . She walked into his
office determined not to tie herself to it .

“Mr . Huo,” Huang Yanran said as she stood in front Huo Yunshen's table . “Did you ask for me?”
Huo Yunshen sat behind his arch-shaped table and signaled Huang Yanran to take a seat .
“Mr . Huo, do you need anything from me?” Huang Yanran asked as she sat down .

“Just a few words,” Huo Yunshen replied as he rested the file in his hand on the table and looked at her
with his dark eyes .

Huang Yanran could feel her soul being absorbed by his eyes and quickly lowered her head involuntarily

Huo Yunshen turned on the projector and opened a file on his computer .

“You have been doing well,” Huo Yunshen said as he looked at the information on the screen . “You've
climbed your way up to be one of Yunhai Entertainment's top celebrities . ”

Huang Yanran raised her head and looked at the screen . The information on it showed every job that
she'd taken in the past .

Huang Yanran, the review wrote, made her debut 5 years ago and has played in 36 shows and movies, in
which she had a starring role in 12 dramas and 7 films . Her position in Yunhai Entertainment falls only
behind Qi Liya .

There's high hope for her to be awarded the Best Actress Award for her role in “Root of Evil . ”



Huang Yanran was puzzled by why Huo Yunshen was showing her the information and her hands began
to shake under the table .

“As you can see, we really believed that you could get the award with 'Root of Evil,"” Huo Yunshen said
with a soft voice .

Huang Yanran already knew that she could get a nomination with the drama she was shooting, but she
could feel everything had changed with how Huo Yunshen was telling her the information .

Her guilt was making her shake from fear .

Just as she thought Huo Yunshen was there to talk about work, the screen changed, and a series of
images of He Liang being captured by the police appeared on it .

“I've never thought that he would do such a cruel thing...” Huang Yanran quickly explained .

Huo Yunshen did not respond and played a video where He Liang was confessing to the police .

In the video, He Liang had shaved his hair off as he sat on a chair with prisoner's clothes and cuffs .
“All of this was all me, Huang Yanran had nothing to do with it,” He Liang said .

“Then why did you do it?” the interrogating officer asked .

“Because...” He Liang choked as he began to cry . “Because | love her .”
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The video ended with He Liang's emotion-filled and regretful face .
Huang Yanran could feel her heart skip a beat after she heard the last sentence .

He Liang loves me? she asked in her heart . He did all of that because he loves me? But, there's no other
reason for him to risk everything for me...

“Huang Yanran, you should know our policy,” Huo Yushen opened his mouth and said with an angry
expression . “And you should know what kind of person | am .”

Huang Yanran could feel a chill down her spine as if all of her deepest and darkest secrets had been
revealed in front of him .

She knew what kind of person Huo Yunshen was, even if she had never really gotten in touch with him,
the rumors were flying around .

They said that he was as mysterious as any person could get, a person who could destroy a person's life
just with a flick of his hand during a casual talk .

If he started to talk to a person without any expression, it meant that the person was going to be
punished by him .

Even if Huo Yunshen had asked Huang Yanran to his office and never asked her anything about the
incident, his motive was clear .



He was telling her that even though she was one of the top celebrities in the company, and one that
they treasured, she'd done something that had ruined her career and thought that she could cover it up
by using He Liang .

“Please, Mr . Huo...” Huang Yanran began to beg as she fell to the ground . “I know | was wrong, please
help me...”

She knew that she'd done something unforgivable .

She thought of all her hard work in her past, and she did not want to lose everything when she was so
close to achieving the highest spot .

“You should accept the consequences,” Huo Yunshen said while he closed the screen . “There's no use in
begging me, leave!”

A few minutes after Huang Yanran had left, Huo Sanyan called Huo Yunshen through the internal line .
“Huang Yanran said that she wants to apologize on livestream,” Huo Sanyan said .

“Approve,” Huo Yunshen replied .

“But, if she does that, it'll cause massive damage to our company,” Huo Sanyan said .

“Then take care of it,” Huo Yunshen replied coldly . “If you can't even do that, then you better go home
and get married . ”

“...” Huo Sanyan had nothing to say . She thought that since He Liang was taking the fall for Huang
Yanran, all the company had to do was to destroy Huang Yanran's future through other means . It could
help reduce the impact on the company to the lowest possible .

But Huo Yunshen didn't care about that .

To him, Yunhai Entertainment was the leader of the entertainment industry . He would never tolerate
any crimes committed by celebrities .

He'd already thought of everything, even the risk of Huang Yanran apologizing on livestream . Of course,
he was also using the chance to help promote Xu Xiyan's fame .

A video and explanation regarding Huang Yanran's incident quickly went live on the internet, stirring the
whole entertainment industry inside out .

Huang Yanran admitted the crime she had committed in the video while crying, apologizing to the
involved parties and the fans that have supported her.

Once the truth had been revealed, the netizens and people finally got ahold of the whole story . They
couldn't help but sigh .

Huang Yanran had ruined her career just because she was jealous of a newcomer .

But in the midst of feeling bad for her decision, people began to shift their attention towards Jing Xi .
They wanted to know what kind of person she was to have the power to make Huang Yanran come
clean with her involvement .
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The incident had finally come to an end .

Xu Xiyan logged into her Weibo account and shared some music on it . It was “Clear Blue Sea” by Ni Yun

The lyrics of the song perfectly reflected the feelings in her heart . When the rain passes and the skies
have cleared, as if the blue sea has opened its curtains, vast and limitless, just like the heart opening up .

After the truth came out, her work Weibo account “Sir Jing” saw a huge increase in its fanbase .

People began to accept her and started to call her by various names, such as “Little Xixi,””Sir Jing,” or
plainly “Sir .”

Sir Jing is such a generous person, | feel like I've fallen for her .

Sir Jing for the win! [heart][heart][heart]

I'll support our Little Xixi no matter what!

People began to talk about her on the internet .
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So this is the Jing Xi you guys are talking about! She's prettier than Huang Yanran!
She's faithful and loyal, but what | like most about her is her unyielding personality .
She's too pretty to be a stunt double!

The name Jing Xi remained as the most searched for a few weeks . She was like a newborn star that was
rising to fame, starting to shine in her own light .

In contrast, Huang Yanran was like a dying star .

Just after she had ended her apology on livestream and was on her way to the police station, someone
spilled acid on her, and it made her scream in pain .

Even though she was sent to the hospital in time, her face was completely destroyed .
The police quickly took action and found out it was Jia Qing's uncle who was responsible for the attack .
The netizens all praised the man for taking this action, stating that it was Huang Yanran's retribution .

She wanted to destroy a person's face and future, yet, in return, she was the one who suffered all of
these things .

Yet, even though she'd gotten what she deserved, she still had a trial waiting for her in court .

With all the information that the police had, Huang Yanran was sentenced to jail along with her co-
conspirator, He Liang .



Back in the studio, Peng Sicheng was stunned by the sudden turn of events .
He'd lost his female lead in an instant and had no idea what to do .
He took his phone and called Yunhai Entertainment asking for their CEO .

“Mr . Huo, why didn't your company tell us anything?” Peng Sicheng said timidly . “What should | do
now?”

“You're the director, you decide,” Huo Yunshen said with a smile .

Peng Sicheng hung up the call with a puzzled expression . Does he mean that | get to do what I like? | can
choose my own actress?

Peng Sicheng quickly used the recent event and set up online voting for the new lead actress for “Root

I ”

of Evi
He invited a few actresses for auditions and recorded all of the sessions .
The audition videos were posted online for the people to vote on .

And Xu Xiyan was one of the five actresses that Peng Sicheng had selected .
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Ma Haodong called Xu Xiyan to invite her to lunch as the voting was in full swing, but to his
disappointment, Xu Xiyan was already on a private plane heading to Estan .

Since there was AC on the plane, Huo Yunshen took out two blankets, one for Xu Xiyan and one for
himself .

“You can sleep for a while if you're sleepy,” Huo Yunshen said .
“All right . ”

After the plane had ascended to the stratosphere, Xu Xiyan lay on the couch in a comfortable position
and closed her eyes .

Xu Xiyan had quite a lot of free time for the next few days since there was no scenes for her to shoot .
She took the chance to follow Huo Yunshen to Estan to shoot his new music video .
Before she left, she'd visited Xue Yating in the hospital, but Xue Yating remained unconscious .

Xu Xiyan had also handed Ying Bao to Ye Xun and her grandfather to take care of . She was rather
relieved to know that Fang Xiaocheng and Wang Dazhi would be able to help them when trouble arose .

Ye Xun had insisted on following her on the trip, and he was persistent with it . In the end, Huo Yunshen
called his sister for help .



Xu Xiyan was smiling viciously in her head . She was eager to see what would happen when the nerve-
wracking Huo Sanyan met with the real Ye Xun .

Ye Xun was still unaware that Xu Xiyan had already left for Estan, and was sleeping soundly on his bed
when the doorbell rang .

He stuffed his head under the pillow, but the effort was useless as the person at the door kept ringing
his bell .

Without any choice, Ye Xun punched the bed and got up .
Ye Xun's only downside was that he would get grumpy if someone woke him from his sleep .
He walked to the door with his hair a mess and opened the door with an unsatisfied expression .

It was a woman who was in front of his door, and the first thing that he laid his eyes on were her legs .
He scanned the woman from toe to head . High heels, curly hair, jewelry, all of those were familiar to
him, except for the woman's face, which was that of a total stranger to him .

“Who are you looking for?” Ye Xun asked, puzzled .

“...” Huo Sanyan was already stunned by Ye Xun's appearances, her mouth wide open . She couldn't
believe that the person in front of her was the same Ye Xun she'd known .

Was he always this tall? Huo Sanyan thought . How did he gain a few inches in just a few days?

Ye Xun was only wearing black underwear, and his wide shoulders and muscular body were in full view .
He had the temperament and charm of a fully grown man .

“Mr . Ye! You're just way too handsome to look at...” Huo Sanyan complimented as she drooled from the
sight of Ye Xun's abs .

What did she call me? Mr . Ye? Ye Xun searched his memory and couldn't recall anything about the
woman in front of him .

“You must be mistaking me for somebody else,” Ye Xun said . He was about to close the door .

“What's the hurry?” Huo Sanyan said as she blocked the door instinctually . “I just got word that you've
moved here! What a perfect place to live . Looks like | can see you whenever | want from now on!”

“Who the heck are you?' Ye Xun scolded . “l don't even know who you are!”

“Come on, it's me, Huo Sanyan!” Huo Sanyan shouted as she hugged the door tightly . “How could you
forget about me? You even asked me to cook for you the last time we met . Here's the food that | made .
Are you going to keep me standing outside?”



