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Chapter 374 Board of Directors

After hearing that, Nicole wasn’t surprised at all since that was what an ordinary person
would think. However, she was growing curious as to how those people had become
the board of directors. Although the final signature on the contract was hers, the
contract was between Aimee International and Ann, which was under Gardner
Corporation. Even if they pushed her out to take the bullet, they wouldn’t be able to stay
out of it too.

“Okay, | got it.” Nicole didn’t show any reaction after that.

When he noticed the calm expression on her face, Tony suddenly felt that President
Gardner was overthinking things. Based on how Nicole was behaving, it was obvious
that she wasn’t worried about her current situation at all.

When they arrived at the conference room, Tony wanted to knock before entering, but
he didn’t expect Nicole to kick open the door and go in right away.

Inside the conference room, Colton was dressed in a dark brown suit, leaning on the
chair while spinning a pen between his slender fingers. When he heard the noise, he
lifted his head and looked in Nicole’s direction.

The moment Nicole entered, the chaos in the conference room turned into pin-drop
silence. Everyone’s actions came to a halt as they turned to look at her.

Nicole raised her hand and greeted them politely, saying, “Hello everyone. I’'m Nicole
Anderson.” After saying that, she noticed an empty seat beside Colton, so she went
over and sat herself down without any hesitation.

As she took her seat, she glanced at the others in the room idly. She then said with a
smile after noticing the silence in the room, “Please continue. Don’t keep quiet just
because I'm here.”

Before Nicole came in, the directors were arguing until they were blue in the face. Now
that the subject matter had arrived, they began to vent their rage on her.

“Even though you’re not part of the Gardner Corporation, you signed the contract on
behalf of the company! Do you know that we’ll be subjected to legal liability?!”

“That’s right! You should’ve paid more attention to this collaboration with Aimee
International. We didn’t make a fuss when negative stories about you came out, but
things are getting out of hand now! You'll need to bear the consequences yourself!”




“You're the reason for the subpoena from Aimee International, so you’ll need to work
this out on your own!”

After hearing the directors’ words, Nicole felt that they were really ridiculous. With her
arms crossed in front of her chest, she glanced at them idly and rebuked, “Don’t talk so
righteously. Do you guys think that you're in the position to make a fuss about what
happened previously? I’'m not even a part of the Gardner Corporation, you know.”

She shut the directors’ mouths with her words, and one of them wanted to curse at her
upon being provoked. “You... You...” In the end, he couldn’t think of any curses. His
face was red as he said, “You're really improvident! As expected, women are all short-
witted!”

When she heard the sexist remark from him, Nicole turned her head to the side and
asked him with an ironic smile, “Hmm? Are you really going into sexual discrimination
now? Did a man give birth to you?”

The sharp-tongued Nicole had the upper hand, causing the director to start stuttering as
he said, “Y-You're just being ridiculous!”

“Am | being ridiculous?” Nicole sniggered and laughed out loud, embarrassing him.

On the other hand, Colton hadn’t said a word since Nicole’s arrival. When he heard her
laughter, he glanced at her and was dazed by the grin on her exquisite face. As
expected, she’s always so confident and beautiful.

“I’'m just stating a fact. The things that happened previously were obviously an act of
defamation, trying to tarnish my reputation on purpose. I'd already explained myself too,
so | don’t understand why you're still using it against me.”

The directors there probably didn’t expect her to be so well-grounded when she spoke,
not giving them any reason to refute her.

After being speechless with indignation for quite some time, one of them stood up and
said, “Anyhow, this thing happened because of you. Do you have anything else to say
about this?”

Right Person, Wrong Time Chapter 375

Chapter 375 Keep Your Word
Nicole raised an eyebrow as she leaned against her chair.

Then, she asked unhurriedly, “From the moment | entered until now, which words of
retort have | uttered?”




As she spoke, she turned to look at the directors who were arguing with her earlier.
“I simply answered your questions. | never said anything out of turn, did 1?”

The directors intended to kick Nicole out of Gardner Corporation and retrieve their rights
to Ann since it was a popular brand right now.

With Alice’s endorsement, Ann had become even more popular than before and its
sales had even multiplied.

The reason behind the brand’s success was because of Nicole’s hard work during its
early stages. Even if Nicole was no longer there, Ann could still continue being in the
market.

“Well, we are saying that you should resign from your position as the creator of Ann.”

Nicole looked up just then, her lips curving into a pretty smile. Indeed, they were very
calculative. She didn’t express her disagreement, but she didn’t agree to it either. She
simply placed a hand on the desk and swept a gaze across the crowd while asking a
simple question, “Do you guys think that I’'m the only one at fault for this incident, eh?”

When they heard Nicole’s query, the group of old men fell silent. However, they were all
blinded by profit and if they didn’t let her take the hit, Gardner Corporation would have
to pay a huge sum as compensation for the incident with Aimee International.

After some detailed calculation, they decided they should just appoint a scapegoat to
take all the blame.

“Of course. This all happened because of the lack of supervision on your end. Whose
fault would it be other than you?”

Nicole couldn’t help but chuckle when she saw their matter-of-fact attitude. These
people really thought they were something. “I can leave Ann, but on one condition. If
you agree to my terms, | will leave immediately.”

The directors thought she would make an outrageous demand, so they thought for a
while before saying, “As long as it’s not too outrageous, we can agree to it.”

Nicole pursed her lips and crossed her arms as she expressed, “It's not something too
outrageous. | will admit | was partly at fault for the plagiarized drafts this time, but is
Joanna, the person in charge of collecting the drafts, totally innocent?”

The directors understood what Nicole meant. Was she trying to blame Joanna in turn?




“The signed name on the contract is yours, so even if Director Schmidt made any
mistakes, you’re the only one who can be held responsible by the law!” they reminded
her gracefully.

“That’s true, and I'm willing to take the responsibility. However, since everyone is at fault
here, | cannot be the only one taking all the blame. If not, I'd feel upset and refuse to
take responsibility.” Nicole leaned back in her chair, her voice indolent.

Just like she said, since she had to suffer, everyone else should also suffer with her.

“What do you mean?” The directors sitting diagonally across from Nicole narrowed their
eyes as they looked over at her.

She said sharply, “It's as exactly as what it suggests. | can resign, but Joanna must be
fired as well. If not, | won’t take responsibility for this incident.”

“You’re being unreasonable!”
If Joanna left, Gardner Apparel would lose its backbone; how could it carry on by then?!
“l agree.” Colton, who had been silent in his seat all the while, suddenly spoke up.

This time, it was the directors’ turn to be stunned. Why would he agree to it all of a
sudden?

“President Gardner, even though Director Schmidt might be at fault, it's not such a
serious mistake for her to be fired. She has worked hard for Gardner Corporation for
seven years, after all. It wouldn’t be humane to fire her now.”

Nicole turned and looked at Colton as she noticed the suppressed smile in his eyes.
Evidently, this person had understood what she was hinting at.

She smiled and continued his line of thought. “That would be for the best. After all, it
would look fairer like this. I'll go back right now and make the announcement. | hope you
keep your word, President Gardner.”
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Chapter 376 Fire Nicole

Colton gave Nicole a look. He didn’t know what Nicole was plotting, but when he saw
her confident smile, he realized that he was probably overthinking it. He leaned back in
his chair slightly and nodded. “Sure,” he said.

When Nicole received Colton’s agreement, she didn’t stay there for long as she got up
and left right away.




She left as quickly as she came, and some of the directors were confused. After all, Ann
had so much profit to be reaped, so how could Nicole leave so easily?

As soon as the woman left, Colton’s expression turned cold as he swept an indifferent
gaze at the crowd, saying in a cold voice, “Now that you have what you asked for, there
are no other matters on the agenda. That will be all.”

With that, he stood up and left, expressing no respect for this bunch of directors.

Even though Tony was standing outside all this while, he could clearly hear the
conversation inside. When he saw Colton walking out calmly, he asked curiously,
“President Gardner, are you allowing the board of directors to fire Miss Nicole?”

Colton paused momentarily in his tracks, chuckled slightly, then continued walking
forward. As he walked, he said, “She was the one who suggested it on her own accord,
which means she has a plan.”

Tony couldn’t help but feel odd. Aimee International had already sent out the summons,
so what else could Nicole do?

“Aren’t you worried about letting Miss Nicole handle this on her own?”

“If she can’t handle it, she’ll come to me. Since this is a good show, let's watch it
properly and see if there’s anything interesting.”

Colton was now even more curious about Nicole. Firstly, she was the Chief Designer of

F&M Apparel. She was anonymous, and then she became White’s student. What other
identities did Nicole possess?

Meanwhile, Nicole didn’t gather her things as she decided to leave just like that.

As for Whitney, she was extremely worried when Nicole returned.

“‘How did it go, Miss Nicole?”
“Nothing much. I just got fired.”

Nicole spoke casually as she gathered some of the tools she used regularly on her desk
and stashed them in her bag.

Whitney’s expression froze, for she never thought it would be this serious.




“Are they trying to chase you out so that they can avoid taking responsibility?”
“More or less,” Nicole replied indifferently.

It was Whitney’s turn to be surprised. Nicole didn’t have much of an expression on her
face, and she looked especially cold as if she didn’t feel any emotion from this incident.

“Miss Nicole...” Whitney spoke, but she didn’t know what to say.

Nicole noticed Whitney’s anxious behavior, so she decided to come clean. She reached
out and patted Whitney on the shoulder as she said comfortingly, “Don’t worry, | already
have a way to solve this problem. Now that I've resigned, | can go home and rest for a
while. I've been working hard for days on end, so if | don’t rest up now, | might get bald.”
Whitney nodded and gathered her things as well, preparing to leave.

Nicole stopped her. “You should stay here. Don’t leave.”

Whitney was stunned as she looked at Nicole, perplexed. She had stayed in Gardner
Corporation for Nicole’s sake, so now that the woman was gone, there was no reason

for her to stay here anymore.

Nicole smiled and said, “I'll be back very soon. Over the next few days, please keep an
eye on Kylie while I’'m gone. She probably won't sit still.”

Whitney understood what Nicole was getting at. She nodded and replied, “Alright, but
do you really have a plan, Miss Nicole?”

Getting a summons from the court wasn’t something simple. Nicole had been truly
innocent previously, but she had gotten involved this time because of Whitney. If this
matter wasn’t handled carefully, someone might even be sent to jail.

If that really happened, Whitney felt that she should be the one to go.

“‘Don’t worry, | have my own plans. Just relax and wait here for my return. | can spend
more time with Hayden too.”

Nicole smiled as she spoke.
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Chapter 377 No Courage

With Nicole speaking so confidently, Whitney relaxed considerably as she lowered her
gaze and nodded.




“Okay. In that case, you can leave first, Miss Nicole.”

Whitney waited until Nicole left before fishing out her phone and staring at it for a long
while.

After some time, she shakily tapped out a string of numbers. Even though the number
wasn’t saved on her phone, she had memorized it skilfully.

Whitney stared intently at the string of numbers, lacking the courage to tap on the dial
button.

She looked at it for a long while before giving up in the end. Nicole said she had a plan,
so she must have meant it. There was no need for Whitney to be worried.

The woman gripped her phone tightly. She was still cowardly as she retreated, for she
couldn’t work up the courage to talk to that person.

She had betrayed him, so how could she talk to him like nothing had ever happened?

Whitney felt that she was selfish as she stared at the string of numbers. It had been
three years. Would he forgive her?

After thinking for a while, Whitney finally gathered her thoughts. She shook her head
and decided not to think about those things anymore.

She would cross the bridge when she got there. If Nicole couldn’t handle it on her own,
Whitney would go to him.

When Nicole arrived home, Hayden was still surfing the net. She was on the brink of
suspecting that her own son had gotten addicted to the internet, for she always came
home to him at the computer.

Nicole silently walked closer and realized that there was a huge string of code on
Hayden’s computer screen, and she couldn’t understand them at all.

She frowned slightly and asked in a small voice, “Hayden, what are you working on?”
Hayden was so absorbed in his data that he didn’t notice Nicole coming up to him from

the back. Startled, he turned around to see that his mother was home. He quickly
tapped twice on his keyboard, switching out the screen.




He switched back to his innocent face as he said to Nicole, “It's nothing. Why are you
home so early today, Mom?”

Seeing that Hayden was trying to change the subject, Nicole couldn’t help but smile.
She sat on the couch and took the laptop from his hands, then pulled him into her arms
as she said smilingly, “I got fired, so | have all the time in the world to accompany you at
home.”

pursed his lips and asked in a puzzled tone, “Mom, you're excellent at work. Have they
gone blind? Is that why they fired you?”

Seeing how defensive her child was of her, Nicole couldn’t help but feel happy as she
reached out and caressed his head. “It's good timing. I've been busy ever since | came
back, and | don’t even have time for you anymore. I'll treat it as a holiday. Are there any
places you want to go, Hayden? I'll take you there.”

When Hayden saw his mother’s smiling face, he stopped complaining as he leaned into
Nicole’s embrace. His small hands held her waist as he said in an adorable tone, “We
don’t have to go anywhere. I’'m happy as long as you’re with me, Mom.”

Nicole felt warmth in her heart upon hearing her son say such considerate words. She
reached out and supported her son’s hips, then she remembered the computer screen
she saw when she came in. She couldn’t help but ask curiously, “What were you doing
just now, Hayden?”

Hayden’s body froze in an obvious manner. He thought for a long while before saying,
“‘Miss Whitney taught me that. | tried it a bit just now, but it's not much fun.”

Nicole understood now; it turned out that Whitney had taught him that. She was quite
skilled at hacking, and when Nicole wasn’t around, she would let Whitney babysit
Hayden.

Perhaps he picked it up after all the time he spent with Whitney.

Nicole didn’t doubt it at all. “Let’s not fiddle with such complex things next time, or you'll
get a headache in addition to your confusion.”

Hayden didn’t protest, nor did he confess that these things were actually simple for him.
He simply leaned quietly in Nicole’s embrace and nodded.
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Chapter 378 Recruit
The day after Nicole left Gardner Corporation, she received a call from Pinnacle Group.




Mason was the one who made the call, and there was an obvious smile in his voice. He
was here to recruit her.

“Long time no see, Pretty Lady. | heard you left Gardner Corporation.”

News traveled fast. She hadn’t even made an announcement, but Mason had already
caught wind of it.

Nicole didn’t hide it as she replied, “Yes, | just resigned yesterday. | didn’t think you’d
know about it this soon, President Schumacher.”

Mason smiled and immediately said, “What do you think, Pretty Lady? Would you like to
join Pinnacle Group?”

“No, thanks.” Nicole declined without so much as a thought.

Mason seemed to have guessed it as he sighed deeply, shaking his head and saying, I
knew you’d reject me, Pretty Lady. I'm so sad.”

When she heard his pitiful tone, Nicole couldn’t help but burst out laughing. She said in
a louder voice, “Pinnacle Group is a prestigious place. | won’t be able to getin.”

Of course, Mason knew what Nicole was getting at. He cleared his throat and seemed
to have remembered something as he said, “Right, you’re still entering the Golden
Brush Competition this time, right?”

Nicole nodded as she responded, “Yes, I’'m still taking part. It's still some time away,
and | have more than a month to prepare, so I'm not in a hurry. | still have some matters
at hand, so I'll settle those matters first.”

Mason knew that Aimee International had sued Nicole, so he extended a hand in
kindness, asking, “Do you need my help?”

“It's okay, | don’t like owing people.” Nicole smiled as she spoke, declining the offer.

Mason didn’t insist as he only said, “Do reconsider, Pretty Lady. If you’re willing to come
to Pinnacle Group, you're very welcome to.”

“I've considered it before, and | still think | should do it alone. We can partner up when
the opportunity arises.”

Nicole didn’t give Mason any room for guesses as she declined straightaway.




The woman was a golden opportunity herself. Ever since she left Gardner Corporation,
there were subsequently many companies who inquired after her.

After all, everyone knew how well Ann was doing.

Even when Nicole was suspected of plagiarizing designs from Aimee International, such
matters could easily be resolved by some payment behind the scenes.

Nicole was frustrated by the calls she kept receiving, so she set her phone to reject all
unknown numbers. With that, she could finally rest.

Meanwhile, things were getting worse at Gardner Corporation.

They thought that Aimee International would let Gardner Corporation off the hook after
Nicole was kicked out.

Unexpectedly, Aimee International wasn’t suing Nicole as an individual; they were suing
the entire Gardner Corporation.

Now that they had chased Nicole out and fired Joanna, there was none left to take
responsibility.

As for Colton, he acted as if he didn’t care, so the board of directors was in a terrible
mess.

Eventually, they were unable to bear the pressure coming from Aimee International, so
they grabbed Colton and held another meeting.

Colton sat at a distance at the side, his gaze lazy as he looked over at the crowd
smilingly. With a curve on his lips, he smiled and said, “What’s the matter? You guys
keep holding rushed meetings so often that | think you might end up holding one every
single day. I'm not so free as to play along with your drama, you know.”

Colton’s words annoyed the directors, and they looked at him as they said harshly,
“‘Aimee International has given their final deadline now. If we don’t deal with it, we’'d
have to pay a large sum to compensate!”

“Yes, this money will impair the company greatly. We finally earned something this year,
but we’re going to lose it all again!”

They had invested lots of capital due to the partnership with Aimee International, so if
they were found breaking the contract, they had to pay a large sum as default penalty.
Even though the company wouldn’t go bankrupt, they wouldn’t be able to get any profit
for at least a year!
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Chapter 379 To Beg Nicole

As Colton listened to them talk, he wasn’t surprised in the least. He raised an eyebrow
and smiled as he said, “You were the ones who were in a rush to chase Nicole out, but
now that something has happened and gotten you guys into trouble, she’s already
gone, so the company can only shoulder the responsibility.”

When they heard that they would be taking responsibility, the directors panicked.
Gardner Apparel had always been insignificant and never earned much profit, so when
they finally released Ann this year, they could finally earn considerable gains.

However, they were now being told that they couldn’t earn money this year, and they
even had to lose some. Naturally, the board of directors was reluctant to comply.

“Gardner Corporation did nothing wrong in this matter. Why do we have to take
responsibility for it? If someone should take responsibility, then let it be Nicole!”

When Colton heard how they were planning to shrug off the responsibility, he wasn't
surprised at all. This bunch of directors never did anything proper, and they were only
adept at pushing the blame on someone else.

Colton rested his hand on the table and knocked quietly on it, smiling as he said calmly,
“Since that’s what you think, you should go get Nicole to shoulder the responsibility.”

They probably couldn’t resolve the matter with Aimee International without Nicole’s help.

This group of money-minded people wouldn’t allow a single cent of theirs to be lost,
after all.

“You are the president, so shouldn’t you be the one to step forward during times like
this?”

The directors couldn’t humble themselves since they had insistently chased Nicole out
some time ago. Now that they had to beg her pitifully, they had too much pride for this.

‘I don’t mind losing some money; after all, the single thing | own the most is money. |
can bear it no matter how much the compensation will be,” Colton said slowly, sending
a lazy gaze at them. “Even if the compensation costs the entire Gardner Corporation, |
can still live comfortably. However, it's a different story for you.”

Colton’s words enraged the directors greatly. How shameless could he be?!




However, they had no other choice. Aimee International had provided them with two
choices—either Nicole came forward to provide an explanation, or they would take this
to court right away.

But now they had chased Nicole out, they were reluctant to start a negotiation on behalf
of Gardner Corporation.

“President Gardner.” The directors’ stance switched again. “If this matter cannot be
resolved, the shares we’re holding now won'’t be of much use either. We'll have to throw
them all away when things come down to it.”

They intended to threaten Colton by this. After all, Gardner Apparel was only a step
away from becoming the largest company in the local scene. If something happened
right now, it would be difficult to take the throne.

Meanwhile, Colton was emotionless when faced with their threat. “Sure, | can buy all the
shares you cast away.”

“You_”

When the directors heard Colton’s words, their expressions changed immediately. They
knew what Colton was hinting at; he was saying that he would render them powerless
by getting hold of all the equity.

Colton wasn’t so bored that he would keep wasting time with them. He stood up and
said coldly, “If you want to solve this problem, go to Nicole yourself. If not, get ready to
throw all the shares away.”

With that, he turned around and left.

The board of directors never thought that they were digging their own graves in the end!
They thought that as long as Nicole was fired, they would be able to save themselves
and let Aimee International seek Nicole out. However, they never thought that Aimee

International would sue Gardner Apparel right away.

The terms they had given were to have Nicole come forth and hold a negotiation talk
with them, or they would take it to court right away.

If this incident ended up getting taken to court, Gardner Apparel’s profit would be in
shambles. No matter what, they couldn’t let this happen.

After thinking for a long while, there was only one option left, which was to see Nicole
and beg her for mercy. By then, she could step up and shoulder the responsibility. No
matter how this incident developed, as long as Nicole was there to bear the burden,
everything would be fine.




Right Person, Wrong Time Chapter 380

Chapter 380 The Past
At home, Nicole spent time with Hayden to her heart’s content for a few days.

This was Nicole’s first time realizing how understanding and smart her son was.

When she was swamped with tasks before this, even though she went home right after
work, she rarely spent so much time with her son without having to think about her job
or anything else.

She was the Chief Designer at F&M Apparel back then. Even when she took days off
and stayed at home, she would still receive countless calls and never-ending matters to
attend to, as well as drafts and designs to draw that never seemed to run out.

Now that she had left Gardner Corporation, she could relax her entire body and mind. It
was then that Nicole realized how wonderful her son was.

Meanwhile, Whitney had spent these few days at Gardner Corporation. If she found
something, she would return at night to tell Nicole about it.

As Whitney ate her dinner at night, she seemed to have suddenly remembered
something as she put down her utensils. She stared right at Nicole as she said, “Miss
Nicole, there was a directors’ meeting today again. It's about the matter with Aimee
International. They heard that Gardner Corporation fired you, and they suggested that
either you talk with them, or they’d sue the company right away.”

When Nicole heard this news, she wasn’t surprised in the slightest. After all, she knew
what the people behind Aimee International were trying to do.

They were just bored and wanted to find something fun to do.

“I got it,” Nicole replied calmly without a hint of shock.

When Whitney saw how calm Nicole behaved, she was a little puzzled. “Miss Nicole, if
this goes on, Gardner Corporation will definitely ask you to go back, and you'll only turn
into their shield.”

Nicole pursed her lips and chuckled, looking up at Whitney as she said, “Say, now that
I've left Gardner Corporation, wouldn’t they have to give me their utmost respect when

they ask me to come back?”

“Do you intend to go back to Gardner Corporation?” asked Whitney with a frown.




Nicole didn’t reply. Instead, she said simply, “We’ll talk about that later, but very soon,
that bunch of people will be coming to me.”

There was proof at Aimee International, after all. If no one stepped forward and took
responsibility, then Gardner Corporation would definitely take a huge hit.

Before this, they wanted to fire her to resolve the situation because the first summons
only targeted her as an individual. After that, when she left Gardner Corporation, Aimee
International went ahead and changed the defendant to Gardner Corporation.

With them playing tricks like that, Gardner Corporation couldn’t escape even if they
wanted to.

When Whitney saw Nicole’s confident attitude, she was about to say something, but she
stopped and swallowed her words back.

Nicole knew what Whitney was going to say, so she smiled at the woman and
comforted her by saying, “Don’t worry. When have you ever seen me at a
disadvantage?”

Whitney lowered her gaze and kept silent.

Nicole didn’t tell Whitney everything, for she didn’t want to reveal this identity of hers
just yet.

As such, when Whitney saw Nicole’s behavior, she thought that the latter was only
finding excuses to comfort her. She felt a little anxious inside.

She had thought about asking Zachary, but now, he was struggling to even protect
himself at F&M Apparel. Even though he would definitely lend a helping hand when it
came to Nicole, it was simply too much trouble.

After more thinking and consideration, she could only ask for help from Douglas Lane,
the man she had betrayed three years ago.

At that thought, Whitney couldn’t help the flash of sorrow that flitted across the depths of
her eyes.

She didn’t want to do it. She had never intended for things to turn out like that, but she
had no choice!

At that time, the Campbell Family ran a furniture business overseas, and they advanced
so much that they almost became the largest business in that region.

Meanwhile, the Lane Family was a veteran in that area. Whitney got to know Douglas at
school, and they weren’t aware of each other’s identities then.




At some point, her father found out that she was dating Douglas, and he knew that
Douglas was the heir of the Lane Family.

He then threatened Whitney to betray Douglas, holding both her mother and his own
lives at stake, making her push Douglas into the pits of hell.
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Chapter 381 Reminiscing the Past

Whitney clearly remembered the day when both of them were on a date in a restaurant.
Although it was gloomy, it didn’t rain. She had poisoned Douglas and allowed him to
sleep in the arms of a burly man while he was unconscious. When he woke up, he was
faced with a swarm of reporters.

The next day, news about the heir of the Lane Family being a bottom spread like wildfire
online and caused a frenzy. Because of that, the shares of the Lane Family crashed and
Douglas’ mother was so exasperated that she was bedridden. Since then, her health
worsened due to the long-term effects of stress. The Lane Family’s downfall had
benefited the Campbell Family while they gained stature as the leader of the furniture
industry.

After the Lane Family’s downfall, they slowly withdrew from the industry. The last time
Whitney heard any news about Douglas was when she was at Aimee. He was said to
have invested in Aimee with plans to venture into the clothing industry.

Up until today, Whitney could remember how helpless he looked as he tried his very
best to explain things to her.

“Whitney, you have to believe me. | really don’t know how it happened. You have to
believe that you're the only one that | like. I-I...”

As he was trying to explain, she looked at him impassively and said, “Douglas, let’s
break up.”

When he heard that, he felt as if his world was crumbling since he never expected that
she would want to break up with him. He did everything he could, trying to save their
relationship but to no avail.

As Whitney looked at how much pain Douglas was in, she didn’t have the heart to tell
him that all of it was her doing and that she had no other choice.




After that, he somehow learned that she was the one that did it. One breezy night, he
waited for her below her apartment unit while wearing a white shirt, but his attractive
face was pale.

By the time she arrived downstairs, his body was cold. The moment he saw her, he
pulled her into his arms and muttered, “Whitney, someone told me today that you were
behind all the things that happened to me. I-I don'’t believe it.”

His voice was shaking, and he was scared. When she was in his arms, she could even
feel his body trembling.

Whitney wanted to console Douglas, but not a word came out of her mouth as the
words were stuck in her throat. Finally, she told him softly, “Douglas, | was the one who
did it.”

At that moment, he fell apart. The usually cheerful and gentle man cried profusely as if
his heart had been ripped out. He was mumbling to himself, asking her why she did it.
However, she couldn’t bring herself to explain it to him. She merely said, “Douglas, let’s
break up. We are not a good fit.”

Those were the last words she told him.

From that day onward, it was as if Douglas had disappeared without a trace. Whitney,
on the other hand, couldn’t overcome her past relationship and chose to leave the
country to work at F&M Apparel.

It was a period where she felt incredibly lost, but after seeing how confident and
headstrong Nicole was, she slowly overcame her grief. Since the incident was due to
her negligence, she couldn’t let Nicole shoulder the blame for her.

After giving it some thought, Whitney finally called Douglas.

The ringing tone sounded for a long time. Each time it beeped, it felt as if her heart was
being struck.

Not long later, the call was answered and Whitney felt her heart skip a beat.
She asked softly, “Douglas?”
There was a brief pause on the other side of the phone. Shortly after, a woman could be

heard saying, “Do you want to speak to Douglas? He’s currently in the shower. Why
don’t you wait for a while? I'll get him to call you back once he’s out of the shower.”
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“We hadn’t thought things through before this, and we have reflected on our poor
decision making.”

Since this issue involved their self interest, they started to negotiate with Nicole, trying
to come up with a compromise.

“Miss Nicole, if you can successfully resolve this issue, Gardner Corporation will re-
employ you and let you take over Ann.”

When she heard their offer, Nicole couldn’t contain her laughter and chuckled.
“Referring to the contract that I've signed with Gardner Corporation, | can still obtain a
portion Ann’s profits even if | leave the company. What makes you think that I'd go back
and shoulder the responsibility?”

The director never thought that Colton would agree to such a term with Nicole. “Miss
Nicole, why not just ask for a price and let us know how much we have to pay you in
order to come back and resolve this issue?”

However, Nicole didn’t answer his question. She simply said, “It depends on your
sincerity. Let’s talk again another time since | have other things to take care of now.”

She hung up the call right after that.

Initially, the director wanted to say something but was interrupted when she ended the
call. He was so pissed that he wanted to smash the phone. However, he could only
swallow his anger since he was asking for a favor.

Over the next few days, Nicole received numerous calls from the directors of Gardner
Corporation. She had been taking it easy, unlike the directors who had a lot on their
plates since they had received a letter of demand from Aimee’s legal team.

If Nicole still refused to give in, once Aimee International filed the plagiarism case to the
court, it would be detrimental to Gardner Corporation.

Finally, on the fourth day, Nicole agreed to have a discussion with the directors. “Alright,
| shall meet you for a discussion tomorrow at 1.00PM at Gardner Corporation. If I'm
satisfied with your offer, | shall resolve the issue for you.”

She hung up the phone after that.

When Whitney heard that the directors of Gardner Corporation had been calling Nicole
daily, she got worried. “Nicole, since you've left Gardner Corporation, you should just
leave them be.”




As Nicole propped her chin up with her hands, she stared at the table and slowly said,
“I've agreed to meet them tomorrow to talk about it.”

Hearing that, Whitney was surprised as she never expected Nicole would agree to it.
She tugged on Nicole’s sleeve anxiously and advised her, “Nicole, Aimee International
is suing Gardner Corporation, and they are unrelated to you. You shouldn’t get yourself
into trouble.”

When she saw how nervous Whitney looked, Nicole let out a sigh before saying,
“Whitney, | know the president of Aimee International personally.”

Whitney was surprised after hearing Nicole’s words. However, she couldn’t make sense
of the whole situation and asked again, “Nicole, if that's the case, why would Aimee
International want to sue you?”

“They probably don’t have anything better to do.” Nicole shrugged her shoulders.

Does it mean that what | did earlier was a waste of effort? Whitney thought to herself.
She was so worried that Nicole would get into a lawsuit, but it turned out that she knew
the president of Aimee International personally!

“You should have told me earlier,” Whitney grumbled.

As Nicole placed her hand on Whitney’s shoulder, she said earnestly, “Didn’t | tell you
that | have a way to solve this? Don’t you believe my words?”

Hearing that, Whitney frowned and glanced at Nicole before looking away. “I thought
you told me those words just to make me feel better,” she said with a sigh.

Nicole chuckled when she saw how dispirited Whitney was. “l invested some funds in
Aimee International back when it was first established, so I'm considered one of its
investors. Their current president is Emily Phoenix, who is also one of the first investors
of the company.”
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Whitney had heard of Emily’s name earlier on when she had a collaboration with Aimee
International. She was a beautiful woman who seemed to have a daughter.

“In that case, why would she sue you?” Logically speaking, since Nicole was one of the
backers of Aimee International, even if she committed a mistake, it could be resolved
privately.




“They probably have too much free time on their hands,” said Nicole as she pouted.

In actual fact, when Nicole resigned from F&M Apparel, Emily had contacted her in
hopes that she would re-join Aimee International. Although Aimee International was
already doing well without Nicole, Emily still hoped that she could join them since she’d
be free after she resigned. As expected, Nicole rejected the offer because she wanted
to take a break from work.

However, right after Nicole rejected Emily’s offer, she joined Gardner Corporation and
was in charge of Ann. When Emily found out about it, she gave Nicole a call and
reprimanded her for being a traitor, and it was probably this incident that triggered Emily
to sue Nicole. Even so, Nicole didn’'t mind at all.

“Since I'm one of the investors of Aimee International, she won’t succeed even if she
has the intention to sue me. | shall meet her after I've met those useless old things from
Gardner Corporation.”

After listening to Nicole’s plan, Whitney wasn’t that worried anymore.

As the woman lowered her gaze and contemplated briefly, she wanted to ask Nicole
about Douglas. However, she was hesitant to ask and decided not to do so after giving
it some further thought. Who was she to mention Douglas? Even though Nicole and
Douglas knew each other, it didn’t matter anymore.

When Nicole noticed how defeated Whitney looked, she thought that it was odd but
didn’t ask her about it since she understood that everyone had their own issues to deal
with.

The next afternoon, Nicole dressed up and went to Gardner Corporation. Even though
no one discussed how she had been kicked out, everyone somehow heard the news
about it and was surprised to see her in the company. Why would she be here when
she was already kicked out?

As Nicole looked at how confused they were, she smirked and said, “I’'m here today
because your director wants to ask for a favor from me. I’'m not that thick-skinned, you
know.”

Right after that, she straightened her back and went upstairs while ignoring what the
others were discussing behind her back.

At 1.00PM sharp, she entered the meeting room to find only one of the directors there. If
she remembered correctly, he must be Director Kidman.




She slowly walked toward him and sat down opposite the director. Then, she glanced at
him lazily and said, “Let’s get it done with. I'm very busy.”

Although Director Kidman was put in an awkward position, he was there as the
representative of all the directors to ask for Nicole’s help to solve the issue with Aimee
International. Initially, no one was willing to do it, but if no one stood out to ask for her
help, Gardner Corporation would be losing money.

“Before this, the board of directors was displeased with the plagiarism issue and
directed our anger at you. After thinking about it, we admit that it was a hasty decision.
Miss Nicole, please let us know whether you have any requests, and we will do our best
to fulfill them.”

After hearing that, she smirked with one hand under her chin and raised her gaze
before saying, “Do you see me as a pushover?”

Director Kidman’s face was red with anger upon being provoked by Nicole’s words. She
was being unforgiving even though he had lowered himself to ask her for a favor.

Once he thought of the unresolved issue, he suppressed his rage and asked softly,
“Miss Nicole, do you have any requests?”




