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Chapter 1081 Nia looked at Meredith and asked Josiah, “Daddy, why didn’t you invite
Mommy to the party?” Josiah and Meredith looked at each other. They were clearly not
expecting Nia to ask them such a question.

Meredith cleared her throat and said to Nia, “Nia, didn’t | say already, | don’t want to go
to the party.”

“That’s because Daddy didn’t invite you.” Nia looked at Josiah and said, “Daddy, invite
Mommy now.”

“Nia,” Josiah calmly said, “your Mommy doesn’t want to go to the party. Let’s not force
her, okay?”

Hearing what her parents said, Nia, could only say, “Okay, then.” Although she was a
little disappointed, she did not push it further.

“Let’s go. I'll take you downstairs to pick your hair accessories.” Meredith held Nia’s
hands once more before saying to Josiah, “I'll take Nia over tonight. | hope you don’t
cross the line, Mister Josiah.”

Josiah was speechless. Looking at mother and daughter leaving, Josiah almost wanted
to call Wesley over to give him a scolding.

However, without him calling him out, Wesley immediately came over himself. He even
said, “Mister Josiah, you could see it yourself, right? Even if you invited Miss Meredith,
she would not attend tonight’s party. We only did that so you could avoid the
awkwardness.”

Josiah glanced at him and headed over to the lift.

The party started at about six in the evening.

Not only was Meredith not in a gown, but she even covered her face with a mask. She
dressed up as a nanny accompanying Nia. Since this was the first time Nia was

attending a party, she was curious about everything. She tried some desserts and
cakes, fruits, and even all sorts of beverages.




The guests who arrived early saw such a beautiful child. They thought that she was the
guest performer the organizers hired. They liked her very much. Meredith said in Nia’s
ears, reminding her, “Hey buddy, don’t eat too full. You'll upset your stomach.”

“Don’t worry, Mommy. My stomach can fill up quite a lot of food.” Nia pointed at her little
tummy. “Didn’t you always say that | can eat a lot?” “But you can’t do so today, you
have to be a princess.” “What? Princesses can’t eat?”

“‘Hmm, that’s not really the case.” Meredith thought for a while and decided not to be so
strict on her so early. If not, Nia would never have had a childhood.

“I’'m just worried that you’ll be too full.” Meredith looked upstairs and said to Nia, “Nia,
let’s get you to the resting lounge to watch some tv. Let’s rest for a while, alright?” “But if
| go to the resting lounge, | won’t be able to see the princess dance already, right?”
“Who said that a princess was dancing?” Meredith was confused. “One of the guests
said just now.” Nia pointed at the gorgeous Lucy poster.” Mommy, look. It's her. She is
tonight’s prettiest princess.”

Meredith looked over at the poster Nia was pointing at. When she saw it, she was
stunned. She was planning to let Nia avoid seeing Lucy, yet Nia was waiting for her.

Lucy was planning to appear with Josiah. Will Nia not see that? The more she thought
the more worried she was. Thankfully, she saw Yoseph walking out from a group of
people, so Meredith called after him, “Mister Yoseph.”

Yoseph looked at Meredith and Nia, smiled, and walked over to them. He first bent
down to amuse Nia before asking, “Miss Meredith, is there anything | could do for you?”

Meredith looked at Nia and asked while she was not paying attention, “I want to ask, will
Lucy be dancing later? What will she be dancing?” “Of course, the opening dance act.”
Yoseph gave Meredith a look as if she should understand the importance of the opening
number since she has also attended a lot of parties before.
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Chapter 1082 Meredith’s breath was taken away by his words.



Nia kept looking forward to the princess dancing, yet it was the opening dance act with
her Daddy?

Meredith did not need to guess to know what Nia’'s expression will be later.

She said rather urgently, “Josiah got Nia to attend the party, yet arranged for Lucy to do
the opening number. Isn’t this clearly hurting Nia?” “Is it?” Yoseph looked at Nia before
looking at Lucy’s poster. “Nia, you don’t like Lucy Gilian?”

“No, Nia likes her a lot.”

Not only did she like her a lot, but she was also looking forward to her dance! “Then,
Miss Meredith, what are you worried about?”

Meredith was at a loss for words. In the end, she just said, “Please look after Nia for me
for a while. I'll go look for Josiah.”

“‘Miss Meredith, Mister Josiah is still busy,” Yoseph said while looking at her back.
Meredith did not care whether he was busy or not. The party was about to start. She
could not let Nia come to the party happily but ended up crying back home. She knew
that Josiah would surely be in the VIP lounge resting. Either to meet with the important
guests or to understand that night’s flow of the program. However, the only thing she did
not expect was that Josiah was having a date with Lucy in the lounge.

Through the door, she could hear Lucy boldly flirting with Josiah, “Mister Shelby, you
recommended me to be the guest of this event’s opening dance act, is it because you
like me?”

“Of course, if not why would | look for you?” Aman’s flirtatious yét hoarse voice rang out.
“Then, Mister Shelby, do you think I’'m beautiful?” “You're exceptionally beautiful.”
“Compared to your ex?” “You're much more beautiful.” “You sure know how to make me

happy.”

“How is this making you happy?” The man laughed even more flirtatiously. Lucy’s voice
turned coquettish. “Mister Shelby, don’t do that. You’ll ruin my gown.”

“Why are you worried if it’s ruined? I'll pay you back with another one.”
“Okay, you promised...”

Meredith could no longer continue hearing their conversation. She quickly




turned around and left the lounge. Her heart was beating wildly as if she had just done
something bad. It was until she was quite far away only then did she stop in her tracks
before turning around and looking back in the direction of the lounge.

It turned out that when Yoseph said that Josiah was busy, this was what he was busy
doing! She shook her head and returned to the party venue.

Yoseph saw her return, went forward to her, and asked, “Miss Meredith, you’re back.
Did you look for Mister Josiah?”

“Uh...” Meredith forced her tone to sound calm. She said, “Didn’t you say he was busy?”
“Yes, could it be that he isn’t finished?”

‘I don’t think so. | better not look for him.” Josiah was busy doing the deed with Lucy, he
would not be out for some time.

Even if he came out, Meredith did not want to face him.

Meredith pulled Nia’s hand and said, “Nia, | heard just now that the princess won'’t be
dancing tonight, so let's go home.” “What? Why?” Nia asked disappointedly, “But that
uncle just told me that the princess would be dancing.” Nia tugged on Yoseph'’s hand
and asked, “Uncle Yoseph, will the princess be dancing?”
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Chapter 1083 Meredith calmly hinted at Yoseph with her eyes, but Yoseph did not
receive her hint.

On the contrary, he explained, “No. Miss Meredith, who told you that Lucy was not
going to dance anymore? She’s already backstage. She will surely go on.” Meredith
was speechless. Nia was instantly happy again. “Mommy, Uncle Yoseph said that the
princess will be dancing! | want to see the princess dancing before going back home!”
Meredith was once again at a loss for words. She did not know what to say. Nia was not
willing to leave, and the party was about to start.

Meredith was extremely anxious. In the end, she could only get Yoseph to help her call
Josiah out.




Yoseph agreed to it quickly. He said to her, “Miss Meredith if you want to see Josiah, go
to the resting lounge and wait for a while. Once he is done, I'll get him to look for you.”
“Alright.”

“You can let Nia have fun here. I'll get someone to look after her.”
“Okay, thank you.”

Meredith returned to the lounge once more. She glanced at the lounge where Josiah
and Lucy were. Even through the door she could feel the flirtatious aura in the air.

She sighed with mixed feelings. She turned into the lounge next to them to wait for him
to be finished.

Every minute in the lounge was torture for her, yet Josiah still did not appear.

At the thought of the activity going on next door, Meredith started to feel antsy. It was as
if those decisions that she secretly made in the past, whether it was her hatred or
loathing for him, or that she wished she would quickly find another woman to marry,
vanished.

At that moment, she was completely uncomfortable from head to toe! Finally, there was
a knock on the door. Josiah appeared in front of her. Looking at the great Mister Josiah,

who was glowing, Meredith’s mind was filled with the deed he was doing to Lucy.

At the same time, she thought of the phrase, ‘A man being nourished by love.” Was he
not like that at that moment? “Miss Meredith, what are you looking for me for?” Josiah
directly walked over to the sofa and sat down. He then took a bottle of water, twisted the
cap open, and gulped the water down as if he was extremely parched.

Meredith could not help but tease him, “You must be so busy you couldn’t even drink
water.”

Josiah looked up at her. “Since you know I'm busy, just get to the point.” Meredith was
upset by the coldness of his attitude. She secretly sighed. “Mister Josiah, could you
change the person doing the opening dance act?” “What do you mean?” Josiah raised
his eyebrow. “Don’t tell me you want to replace Lucy and do the opening dance act
yourself? Everyone knows that the guest doing the opening dance act will be Lucy.
Also, everyone is looking forward to her dance. If we were to change it at the last
minute, everyone would be disappointed.” Meredith was speechless. His words stabbed
into her heart like knives. He was right. If a huge celebrity like Lucy Gilian appeared at a
Shelby Group party and did the opening dance act, everyone would indeed be looking
forward to it, including Nia. “If you can’t swap Lucy, what about you, Mister Josiah?
Could you swap?”

“‘Me?” Josiah raised his eyebrow. “What do you want me to swap?”




“Swap your partner. As long as you don’t do the opening dance act with Miss Lucy, you
can swap whoever you like.

LIS

You’re asking me to swap a partner?” Josiah continued
raising his eyebrow.” The party is about to start, where am | going to look for another

partner?” “Can’t you get one of your secretaries?” “They are busy.” “Then...” Meredith
decided to do it for her daughter. She said, “I'll do it!”
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Chapter 1084 Josiah’s initial cold gaze brightened a little. He looked at her. “You?”
“What? Am | worse than Lucy?” Meredith looked at Josiah’s ambiguous smile. She
thought back about Lucy asking him a moment ago who was more beautiful between

her and his ex, he said that Lucy was more beautiful without any hesitation. Sure. Lucy
was indeed much younger than her with a better body, but she was not that bad either.

Josiah inhaled. “It's not about beauty. The main thing is, aren’t you worried that you
would be seen by others?”.

“But | don’t want Nia to be disappointed too.”

“Oh, so it's because of Nia.” Josiah measured her up. “But the party is almost starting,

you look like a nanny...” Meredith lowered her head and looked at her dress. She
asked, “Didn’t you prepare a backup gown for Lucy?”

Lucy’s breasts were slightly bigger than hers. They were almost the same in height.
Meredith thought that she should be able to wear it.

Josiah pondered for a while before taking his phone out and making a call. Soon, a few
servers brought a new gown in, appearing before Meredith. The white gown was not
extremely over the top. It fell just at her ankles. The style was new and exquisite. It was
something that Meredith would like. She saw the three-dimensional flower at the hem of
the gown. Then, she saw that Josiah’s pocket square was in the same pattern. Was this
for a couple?

Was...this the dress that he took off from Lucy a moment ago? Could there still be their
scent of love lingering on that gown? “I don’t want this.” She was instinctively against it.
Josiah raised his eyebrow. “Miss Meredith, do you think you still have an option at this
moment? If you’re going to get a new one done, the party will be over already.” Meredith
looked at the time. She indeed did not have time for her to be against it anymore.




She bore through her own disgust, and the server helped her change into the gown.
The size was just right. I’'Miss Meredith, please sit down. I'll help you put on some
makeup.” The makeup artist said respectfully. Meredith was just about to sit down when
Josiah, on the sofa, said, “There’s no time.”

“What?” The makeup artist was stunned

Meredith subconsciously turned to look at him too.

“The party is about to start in five minutes. Just go like this.” Josiah looked at Meredith.

She was in a long gown with thin straps. She was wearing stilettos brought by the
stylist. Her hair was in curls.

On top of that, she had indeed put on some light makeup before leaving the house that
day. Under the light, she gave off an innocent and pure feeling. She would not lose out
to the women in thick makeup.

Meredith looked at herself in the mirror. Although she did not like to be caked up but
standing next to the women who were intricately made up, she would still lose out a
little.

Of course, she did not mind it one bit.

However, would Josiah mind?

“As long as you don’t think it's embarrassing for you,” Meredith said. “It’s just a partner
for the night.” Meredith was speechless. Josiah said to her, “Let’s go. It’s time to leave.”

They walk out of the lounge to the stairwell when they bump into Yoseph taking Nia
over coming from the other side.
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Chapter 1085 Nia had an extra beautiful flower mask on her face. It was an intricately
made mask with three-dimensional lilies on it. It was the same flower as the one on
Meredith’s




Meredith looked at the flower mask, then at the hem of her gown, before looking at
Josiah’s pocket square. Then, she looked up at Josiah and asked, “What is going on?
Why does it look like an entire set?”

“The theme today is lilies.” Josiah reached out his hand at Nia. “Come, Nia, let's go
down.” Nia smiled and reached her hand out to her Daddy while reaching her other
hand out to Meredith and said, “Mommy, does my mask look nice?”

“It does.”

Meredith still felt odd. Since when did Josiah prepare the entire set? He even prepared
a mask.

Did he not only decide to take Nia along that day? Did he not want Nia to appear
dazzlingly in front of everyone? Could his original plan be to appear with Lucy and Nia
together? At the thought of the possibility, she involuntarily cleared her throat. “It's nice.’
“‘Uncle Yoseph gave it to me,” Nia giggled. “Thank you, Mister Yoseph,” Meredith
thanked Yoseph. “No need to thank me. I'm just doing my job.” Yoseph reached out and
caressed Nia’s hair. “Nia, you're amazing. You look just like a princess.” “You look good
too, Uncle Yoseph,” Nia understandfully returned the praise. Josiah looked at Meredith,
then he instructed Yoseph, “Let everyone know. No one can leak or post photos or
videos of tonight’s event.”

“Okay,” Yoseph replied. Meredith did not expect that Josiah would say that. She was a
little stunned. Did he do that...because of her? Since she did not want to attend the
event as his partner in such a high-profile manner, so he just decided to keep the event
of that night under wraps? If that was the case, that proved that this man still had a little
kindness in him.

When the family of three walked down the spiral staircase, there was an immediate
buzz among the crowd. As major characters in the eyes of the public, whether it be
Josiah or Meredith, they were both extremely controversial. Everyone wanted to know
who was telling the truth. Especially after that post. Some of the public was moved by
their abuse and relationship. Some doubted them, thinking that they created this rumor
to quell public opinion. In fact, they never thought of being together. They would also
never be together. However, at that moment, they saw Josiah and Meredith appearing
hand-in hand, with the legendary heiress of the Shelby Group in the middle. That was
the juiciest piece of gossip to all of them. “Is she Mister Josiah’s and Miss Meredith’s
daughter? She is so pretty,” A woman exclaimed.

“Yes, yes! Although she’s wearing a mask, the aura she oozes tells us that she’s very
pretty.” Meredith was born an heiress. Back then, she was the center of attention
wherever she went. Naturally, at that moment, she would not be shy. Her only worry
was that her appearance would attract nasty comments on the internet once more.




Nia had inherited her parents’ wealthy genes, naturally, she was not shy too.

A girl measured Meredith up surly and said, “Mister Josiah, | never would have thought
that your partner for today is Miss Meredith. No wonder you rejected me.

“Why did you not expect that?” Josiah smiled at her elegantly. “Didn’t | say already,
Miss Meredith is the mother of my daughter. | will use all my might to pursue her back to
give my daughter a complete family.” “What you mean is...you have already gotten
back to Miss Meredith, and you plan to remarry?” “Not at that stage yet,” Meredith
answered before Josiah.




