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Chapter 1086 Meredith smiled at the girl and said, “Today is a celebration for the Shelby 
Group. I’m here accompanying Mister Josiah as the mother of my child.” “Oh, I see.” 

Meredith smiled and nodded. 

 

Josiah looked at Meredith. He knew that she did not want to be in such a high profile 
manner, so he let her be. 

Although he did not introduce Meredith and Nia to everyone, they have already seen 
them. They all knew that he and Meredith had an angelic daughter. 

Nia was after all still a child, she did not have the patience to exchange pleasantries 
with the guest together with her parents. She soon pulled Josiah and asked, “Daddy, 
when will the princess be dancing? I want to see the princess dance.” 

“Soon. She’ll be out soon.” 

Meredith cleared her throat and smiled stiffly and said to Josiah, “I’m sorry I ruined your 
plan.” 

He should have appeared with Lucy dazzlingly before dancing the opening act. In the 
end, he could only take his ex-wife and daughter along. 

JC 

Josiah replied to her, matching her voice, “It’s good that you know it.” Meredith was 
speechless. She secretly cast him a glare. 

Right at that moment, the host suddenly announced their most prestigious guest of the 
evening in a high-energy voice. The crowd was roaring with buzz once more as the 
lights pointed in one direction of the venue. 

Under the lights, the beautiful and sexy Lucy appeared with a young and handsome 
man. 



Seeing that man, everyone was excited, especially the young women there. The host 
said excitedly, “Not only do we have such a prestigious guest like Miss Lucy, but we 
also have Jayden Shelby, our mystery guest, as a surprise for all of you…” 

Meredith looked at the mystery guest and said in surprise, “Isn’t he Jayden, the one who 
won some prize last year?” 

“You know him?” Josiah asked while looking at her. 

Meredith calmly replied, “Who wouldn’t know such a huge celebrity?” “I don’t know him.” 

“You don’t know him?” Meredith finally looked away from that beautiful man to look at 
Josiah. “If you don’t know him, why did you invite him to be your mystery guest?” 

“Do you think I’ll have to invite guests myself?” “Don’t they need to go through your 
approval?” “Yoseph deals with it.” 

Josiah saw how Meredith kept looking at Jayden. He could not hide the jealousy in his 
tone. “What? Do you like him a lot?” “‘I do quite like him.” “Is he more good-looking than 
me?” “Mister Josiah, please don’t ask such stupid questions,” Meredith calmly said. 
Josiah was speechless and even more unhappy. “What do you mean by that?” “What I 
mean is that Jayden is a model. He is only twenty-three years old. Last year, he was 
even hailed as Yasia’s greatest model.” Meredith turned to look at him. “Mister Josiah, 
you should just compare wealth with him. Don’t compare looks.” 

Josiah was getting more and more upset. 

He even wanted to call Yoseph over to give him a scolding as to why he hired such a 
good-looking person to be their next spokesperson and even got him to come to the 
party. “Wow! The princess is finally starting to dance!” Nia exclaimed at her parents and 
said, “Daddy, Mommy, I want to go and see. I want to go have a look!” Only then did 
Meredith realize that Lucy and Jayden had already started dancing. Lucy was in a beige 
puffy dress while Jayden was in a black tuxedo. They looked exactly like a prince and 
princess in fairy tales. Furthermore, their dancing was in sync. Nia cheered looking at 
them. Meredith was admiring their dance while casually asking, “Mister Josiah, did you 
initially plan to dance this same opening dance act with Lucy?” 
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Chapter 1087 

Chapter 1087 “Who said I was planning to dance the opening act with Lucy?” Josiah 
said while looking at them dancing. Meredith was stunned for a while. She turned 
around and looked at him. “Was Lucy not your initial partner?” 

“Just because she is my partner, I have to dance the opening act? Who made up this 
rule?” 

Meredith was stumped by this question. She thought for a while before asking in 
disbelief, ”You never intended on dancing the opening act with Lucy?” 

 

Meredith dressed herself up in that way and even replaced Lucy as Josiah’s partner. 
Was that just not an unnecessary move? Josiah swept her a glance. “Who did you hear 
this from? “Yoseph. The other guests said so too.” 

“Yoseph won’t possibly tell such a lie.” 

Meredith was speechless. She carefully thought back. Indeed, Yoseph did not seem to 
have said that Lucy would be dancing with Josiah. He only said that Lucy would be 
doing the opening dance act. 

As for the other guests, looking at their reactions at that moment, they clearly did not 
know that Jayden would appear, let alone know about him dancing with Lucy. 

Thus, were they just guessing? She never thought that it all turned out to be one big 
messy misunderstanding. At that moment, Meredith felt a little awkward and regretful. 
She regretted that she made such an impulsive decision without clarifying. 

At that moment, a girl’s voice rang out behind her. “I saw a rumor online that Jayden is 
dating Lucy. I wonder whether it’s true or not.” “I doubt it. Lucy has always been 
expanding her career locally. Jayden had been abroad for the past two years. He only 
returned to the country last month.” “Who knows? The entertainment industry is usually 
messy. They’ll get together if they like each other at first sight,” The girl said softly, 
“also, I saw them coming out from the same lounge just now.” Since the girl said very 
softly, Meredith did not hear the second half of her sentence. 

She looked at the prince and princess in the middle of the dance floor with mixed 
emotions. After the song ended, she immediately tugged on Nia’s hand and said,” Okay, 
Nia. The princess has finished dancing. Let’s head home.” 

Nia said, “Mommy, look at all the pretty women dancing. I want to dance too.” “There 
are so many people here. It’s best if you don’t dance. I’ll take you…” 



Before she could finish her sentence, Josiah had already taken Nia away. 

“Nia, you want to dance, don’t you? I’ll dance with you,” Josiah said gently. 

Nia immediately nodded excitedly. “Will you really dance with me, Daddy?” 

“Hmm, I can be your stand-in prince.” 

“But I don’t know how to dance like that princess.” 

“It’s fine. I can teach you.” Josiah pointed at his feet. “Come, step on my feet. I’ll 
take you dancing.” “Won’t it hurt, Daddy?” 

“You’re just so small, I can pick you up easily.” Josiah smiled and pulled her over to 
stand on his feet. 

“My little princess, are you ready? We’re about to begin!” 

“Yes!” Nia nodded. 

At that, Josiah brought her directly to the center of the dance floor. 

Nia felt as if she was flying. She chuckled excitedly, “Wow! Daddy! It really works! 
Daddy, you’re amazing!” “Didn’t I say already, I could pretend to be your prince too.” 
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Chapter 1088 Meredith was engrossed in seeing father and daughter spinning around 
on the dance floor. 

She never thought that Josiah would be so amazing. Even with Nia on his feet, it did not 
affect his dance steps. Every step was taken just right. 

Not only was Meredith stunned, but the guests were also dazzled by the heartwarming 
scene of father and daughter dancing. They could not help but applaud while looking at 
them. After one song, Josiah carried Nia over to Meredith, smiled, and asked, “Little 
princess, did you have enough? Do you still want to dance?” 



 

Of course, Nia wanted to. However, at the thought of Meredith being alone, she said to 
Josiah, “Daddy, why don‘t you invite Mommy to dance? Mommy is a princess today 
too.” 

Meredith immediately said, “No, I don‘t want to dance today.” “Why not?” 

“Because…I only want to see you dance, Nia.” She raised her hand and patted her 
head. “Go, let Daddy take you to continue to dance.” 

Nia obediently went with her Daddy. After another song, Meredith asked Nia,” How is it? 
Did you like it?” 

Nia nodded. 

“Then, do you still want to dance?” 

At that, Nia shook her head. “No need. Daddy is tired.” “Then, let‘s return to the lounge 
to rest for a while before heading home, okay?” “Alright.” Nia has seen the princess 
dance. She herself has danced too. She was finally satisfied. 

Josiah was the host of that night. He would surely be very busy. Meredith also 
did not want Nia to constantly disturb him. 

She looked at 
Josiah, who was caught up talking to a guest. She said to Nia, “Your Daddy is bus
ier today, go let him know.”  

Nia walked over to Josiah.  

When 
Josiah heard that she was heading back to the lounge, he walked over to say  

to Meredith, “Let Nia have some food in the lounge and watch some tv. You stay 

with me.” 

“I think it‘s best if I am with Nia.” Meredith pulled Nia along and headed back to the 
lounge. 

When she returned to the lounge, she poured Nia a cup of fruit juice before ordering 
some food for her. After Nia had some food, she sat on the sofa watching tv. Meredith 
looked at the time and decided to take Nia home. When she passed by the corridors 
upstairs, she looked down at the party venue and saw Josiah and Lucy talking to each 
other. She did not know what they were talking about, but Lucy kept leaning in 



closer toward Josiah. From where she was, their actions seemed extremely flirtatious. 
Meredith thought about the sounds that came from the lounge previously. It was as if 
something was weighing down on her heart. She even had trouble breathing. 

“Mommy, what are you looking at?” Nia asked confusedly. 

Meredith came to her senses. She immediately used her body to block Nia‘s view and 
said, “Nothing, let‘s go.” She glanced downstairs once more before taking Nia away 
hurriedly. When they were in the car, Meredith called Yoseph to tell him that she has 
already taken Nia back home first. 

When Yoseph heard that Meredith had already taken Nia away, he said in surprise, 
“Miss Meredith, why did you leave so quickly? Mister Josiah still has 
a program where he needs you to walk with him.” 

“Doesn‘t he have Miss Lucy there? Get her to accompany him.” 

Meredith did not seem to notice how sour she sounded. She continued saying,” I‘m just 
letting you know that we have left, nothing else.” 
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Chapter 1089 “Uh… Miss Meredith,” Yoseph immediately called out after Meredith and 
explained, “Actually, Lucy and Mister Josiah are not…” “I saw it and heard it.” Meredith 
finally realized that her tone was not right. She immediately added, “But this is a good 
thing. Congratulations are in order.” “Miss Meredith, do you really think that it is a good 
thing? You cared for it a lot just now, right? 

“I cared because of Nia. Since now Nia has left, they can do whatever they like. Mister 
Yoseph, goodbye.” Then, Meredith hung up. Nia did not understand what Meredith was 
saying, but she could see that Meredith did not look too well, so she asked curiously yet 
concernedly, “Mommy, what are you talking about? What happened to Daddy?” 



 

“Nothing much, just now Uncle Yoseph said that Daddy was busy,” Meredith looked at 
Nia. She could not help but think about how Nia worried about a stepmother that would 
hate her. 

She gently hugged Nia in her arms and said tenderly, “Nia, I will protect you well in the 
future.” “Hmm. Nia will protect you too, Mommy.” Nia nodded in Meredith’s arms before 
looking up at her, asking, “But Mommy, why did you say this so suddenly? Did I do 
something wrong?” “No. Of course, not.” Meredith shook her head. “I just saw how 
beautiful you look while dancing, so I can’t help but feel emotional.” 

“Oh.” At the mention of dancing, Nia smiled widely, “It was Daddy that brought me 
dancing. I don’t know how to dance.” “It’s alright. When you grow up, you’ll naturally 
learn.” Meredith gently added,” I’ll teach you too.” “Mommy, so you know how to dance 
the princess dance too?” “Of course, Mommy used to be good at dancing.” “Then, why 
didn’t you dance with Daddy just now? I think that if you danced with Daddy, it would 
look great.” Then, Nia immediately asked excitedly, “Mommy, have you danced with 
Daddy before?” “Hmm, of course.” 

“Really? When?” 

“A long time ago.” 

At the thought that the first time was the only time she danced with Josiah, Meredith 
could not help but feel a little emotional. 

That was at their wedding, where they started the dance. At that time, all she could see 
was him, yet he did not have her in his eyes at all. Which was why it was not considered 
a good memory. Back then, the dance would not be any good either. After all, when one 
did not have the other party in their heart, every look and action they took would not be 
sincere. 

At the thought of it, she realized that her eagerness to marry Josiah was such a wrong 
decision. 

“Mommy…” Meredith was pulled back to reality by Nia’s voice. Looking at Nia’s pretty 
face, Meredith instinctively shook her head. “No, it’s not all a mistake…” 

If she did not marry Josiah back then, she would not have such an understanding and 
adorable child as Nia. 

Meredith hugged Nia into her arms tightly once more. “All I need is you.” 

As for Josiah, she could not care any less what he did with Lucy! 



Meredith brought Nia back to the apartment. When she helped Nia change her clothes, 
Nia was a little reluctant. She even asked Meredith if she could wear her dress to sleep. 

Meredith was rather amused. “Nia, you won’t feel comfortable sleeping in this dress. 
Also, the flowers will spoil easily. It won’t look nice if you flatten the flowers.” “The dress 
was handmade. It would be a pity if it was flattened.” 
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Chapter 1090 Meredith took a shower. She was tidying the house and preparing to 
head to bed when she saw Nia bending over on her desk drawing. When she walked 
over, she saw that it was a drawing of Lucy and Jayden dancing that night. Jayden was 
holding Lucy‘s hand in one hand, with his other hand on her waist. They were dancing 
under the dazzling lights. 

It was so beautifully drawn that even Meredith was surprised. 

“Nia, since when were you so good at drawing?” Meredith asked, Nia quickly sketched 
about with a colored pencil while saying, “I learned it recently. Daddy found me a very 
good teacher.” “Is that so? But you learn music and drawing. Don‘t you find it tiring?” 

 

“No.” Nia shook her head. “Mommy, I like drawing.” 

“Oh, that‘s good then.” Meredith felt that Nia should be doing what she liked. She liked 
music, chess, calligraphy, and art, so she would learn them. “Mommy, look at my prince 
and princess. Aren‘t they beautiful and happy?” 

“Yes, very beautiful. They look happy too.” Meredith picked up the drawing and had a 
look. “Nia, do you like Princess Lucy?” 

“Yes.” 

“Just because she is beautiful?” 

“Hmm, also she dances well,” Nia said seriously. 



Meredith wanted to ask if the princess became her Mommy, would she accept it or not? 
However, she held her tongue. 

It was best not to discuss this with Nia and make her upset. “Have you finished with 
your drawing? If you‘re done, you should sleep.” Meredith placed the drawing back on 
the desk. 

“Hold up.” Nia straightened the drawing. She swiftly added a necklace to the princess 
before nodding in satisfaction. “Hmm, this looks much better.” 

“Let‘s go to bed.” Meredith brought Nia to bed. Nia had been out having fun for the 
entire day. She fell asleep soon after. 

Meredith was exhausted too. She shook her head to try to stay awake. She switched on 
her computer and dealt with a few important emails before 

preparing to sleep. Just when she shut off her computer, she heard someone trying to 
open the lock outside. 

She was scared half to death. She immediately looked over at the main door. It seemed 
that someone was trying to enter the pin code to enter. Who would it be so late at night? 

She was in a high–end neighborhood. The security and delivery services were top 
notch. Who would simply press on her door‘s pin code in the middle of the night? 
Meredith picked up the fruit knife on the coffee table. She approached the door while 
asking, “Who is it?” She did not dare to go too close. When she heard the notification of 
a wrong pin code being entered, she calmed down a little. 

Just when she was about to look into the peephole to see who was causing all the 
trouble by the door, she heard the notification of a correct pin code being 
entered. She was so frightened the hair on her back stood up. The door was pushed 
open and Meredith could vaguely see a dark figure. 

“Who are you? Get out!” Meredith instinctively pounced at the man. 

She initially only wanted to use the knife in her hand to intimidate the other person. She 
did not expect that the other person would have such fast reflexes and swerve to the 
side. The knife, on the contrary, cut into the other person‘s shoulder. 

The other person grabbed her wrist. Meredith initially thought that the person wanted to 
counterattack. She was so frightened she increased her strength while yelling, “Help–” 

The next moment, she was pulled into a familiar hug. Her mouth 
was kissed by the other person. The knife in her hands fell to the floor with a clang. 
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