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Chapter 261: Evolution

The shockwave created by the clashes blew sands up drifting in the sky. After the view cleared, the
battle ring sank down in the ground and formed a perfect bowl shape. Bennett’s critical hit that
quintupled the normal damage. However, none of them got any advantage after that exchange!

The two men danced with their punches and kicks that no one could follow, as if it was a violent battle
between a snow-white dragon and a violet python, biting and tearing each other. Everyone backed off,
Germinal and Six Nations alike, afraid that they would be sucked and torn in the battle.

What the hell! These two are wild beasts. Han Xiao could not take his eyes off the fight. Both of them
were Pugilists with all sorts of ability and skills, making their energy as dense as concrete. Each of them
followed different disciplines of the Pugilist class. Bennett was tactical as his power was an accumulation
battle experience. Every move had a purpose and was used at the perfect time.

On the other hand, the leader’s style was savage, barbaric, and unpredictable, just like the color of his
energy.

The two beasts were clearly stronger than other high-level superhumans. With multiple special Molding
Abilities and high attributes compared to the characters on the same level, they were both boss-level
superhumans.

No wonder they are the stars of this planet. Han Xiao’s eyes suddenly widened.Bennett just used Flaming
Will and increased his damage by five times; the leader must have a skill that is as strong as Flaming Will
to block the damage.

Remembering the reward of the mission [The Traitor’s Ambush], Han Xiao was excited. He knew that a
lot of hidden missions could give out powerful skill and abilities, and this mission was simple and
straightforward. As long as they won the fight, he would have the chance to get a luxurious reward
without spending too much time and thought.

Han Xiao and his teammates were fighting off the enemy on the side, and he was calculating the
difference between him and the leader. In the end, Han Xiao concluded that the discrepancies between
their power were too high. First of all, Han Xiao had already been in many battles, and he was not in his
best form. With only Viper left, Han Xiao did not have enough equipment and weapons to survive a
head-on fight against the leader.

With the number of weapons | have, | can at most get an even trade between me and the leader even if |
perform well. Bennett will not allow me to do that... Han Xiao sighed. Then if | try to help Bennett and get
in a two versus one situation, | can’t surpass Bennett’s damage. Bennett also has Flaming Will, and the
damage is more disgusting than mine...

Han Xiao thought for a second and decided that the current situation was the best position that could
be. If he let Bennett and the leader continue to fight each other, even though their fight was intense,
they were not losing much health since both of them could parry or block each other’s damage. It would



take time to find out who the victor of the battle was, and no one on either side had the intention of
intervening with this battle between Bennett and the leader.

“At the end of the day, legends are still legends. The leader is stronger than any one of us here, and only
Bennett can stop him. There’s no way we can help Bennett in that battle.” Tang Tang talked through the
earpiece as he controlled the battlefield with the sandstorm.

Bennett was the strongest man in the era, and no one could deny the fact, even if they were arrogant
and prideful on their own abilities.

“This is a war of attrition. We are in a stalemate right now, and the most powerful fighters are fighting
each other. The outcome of this battle will change the course of the war,” Fazzad said as he released an
energy shield, and everyone else agreed in silence.

Han Xiao heard the words and suddenly realized that this was the best change for him to finish the other
mission. If the current battle is a stalemate, then it means that they are squeezing time for me to finish
[The Ultimate Trial]! As long as | get a class advancement, | will have the power to take down the leader!

With so many helpers around and even more enemies, this was the perfect chance to earn Trial Points!

Moreover, Han Xiao had found the right way to handle the battle. The bonus Trial Points were calculated
after one went out of combat. From previous experience and calculation, Han Xiao could estimate the
amount of bonus Trial Points he would get by looking at the number of enemies and allies. Then if he
got a chance to go out of combat after killing sufficient enemies, he could reach the two-thousand-point
mark with the bonus Trial Points!

The main mission was to defeat the leader and break out of the encirclement, yet it was not in conflict
with finishing [The Ultimate Trial]. Han Xiao took the opportunity and executed his plan.

The battle was intense, and Han Xiao’s allies suppressed the Germinal Organization with their higher
battle power. There were often executive officers that would get injured, and through the battle
information on the interface, Han Xiao spotted the executive officers that were low on health and get
the last hits on those enemies, even stealing kills from his own teammate at times. Earning Trial Points
had never been so easy before, and the rate quickly stacked up.

If there were players witnessing this scene, they could tell that Han Xiao was just last hitting all the kills
with only one eye open. However, the teammates were not players. Seeing that Han Xiao was only
shooting some bullets on the side, they thought that Han Xiao was exhausted and in a bad shape.

They originally thought that that Han Xiao was a powerful assistant, but it turned out that he had no
place to be there. The reinforcements felt like they were babysitting Han Xiao. Diana, whose temper was
as explosive as her Esper power, shouted at Han Xiao, “Hey, Black Phantom, you are not doing anything
here. Just leave the superhumans to us and go fight off the normal troops.”

If Black Phantom was in poor condition, the obvious solution was to let Han Xiao handle the minions.
Diana’s suggestion seemed fine in front of everyone’s eyes, but Han Xiao ignored her command and
continued his mission.



Everyone’s face switched. Their role in the battle suddenly changed from that statement. If Han Xiao
disobeyed the commands, did that mean that he wanted to see the others fight with everything they
had just to protect him?

We should be teammates and stand side by side to fight the battle. Moreover, we are your
reinforcements, yet you act like this is a game...

All the team seemed annoyed at Han Xiao, and Diana was about to reproach Han Xiao before she was
interrupted by an enemy’s attack. She grumbled in her heart, He was a traitor of the Germinal
Organization to begin with. All he knows is to run around and hide, setting things up in the dark to
trigger the war. He indeed is a slippery and treacherous man.

At the same time, Han Xiao could not explain anything. He had to kill superhumans to get Trail Points,
and this was the only change to turn the tide of the battle. To fight off minions was just a waste of
talent, yet his allies did not know what he was happening. So, he could only remain silent, focus on his
mission, and take all the complaints that his teammates had.

The war slowly approached the most heated stage. Time slowly became vague in the intense battle, and
additional reinforcements arrived at the stage. Jaross and the other three executive officers joined the
team fight, and Han Xiao and his team felt a sudden increase in pressure from the enemy. They tried to
break through the encirclement, yet the enemy’s disgusting tactics denied them to chance do so. In the
end, his team was trapped in the fishnet. However, the Germinal Organization also had to sacrifice
uncountable soldiers and weapons to keep holding them back. Corpses and metal scraps were lying on
the sand, slowly being covered up as wind and sand blew by.

Although the enemy troops could not deal a devastating blow to the superhumans to win the war, their
firepower was as annoying as a flying bug, slowly chips away at the stamina and energy of the
superhumans. Water droplets could wear away stone; many a little makes a mickle. In the end, injuries
started to surface on Han Xiao’s allies, and everyone soon felt worn out.

Tang Tang and a summoner Esper were the target of the enemy. One had the power to control
sandstorms, while the other could summon desert bugs and beasts—both of them were excellent at
providing crowd control to the battle. The Germinal Organization’s executive officers successfully
separated the summoner out of the team. They broke through Fazzad’s energy shield and took him
down with a round of focus fire. The summoner had broken limbs, and blood spilled everywhere. The
beasts who were no longer under control quickly ran away from the battle.

Everyone was alarmed. Once fatal injuries and deaths started to occur, it meant that the momentum of
the battle slowly shifted to the other side. It was extremely likely for the enemy to snowball the lead.

Han Xiao quickly calculated his Trial Points in his heart.

At first there was around fifty executive officers, and an additional twenty showed up. I've killed around
thirty people, and from the difference between our force and their force, | just need another twenty Trial
Points along with the bonus | gain once | get out of combat to reach the two thousands mark!

At the same time, Tang Tang, who was right beside him, got hit by a force field attack from Jeross. Tang
Tang kneeled down and pressed his chest. All the other executive officers charged toward him and
attacked.



Seeing the deadly energy that would soon consume Tang Tang, Han Xiao used his field repulsion to push
away Tang Tang, and the attacks flew past his shoulder.

Tang Tang escaped from the death as he shivered out of fear. He quickly turned around and thanked
Han Xiao. “Thank you for saving me.”

Han Xiao nodded and looked around to find any other target. Suddenly, he saw the man wearing full
plate armor with a large mechanical hammer in his hand, charging toward a pugilist like a rhino and
swashing the hammer onto his head. At the same time, the executive officer returned some punches
and shattered his chest armor. Both of them fell down and spat out blood at the same time.

Chance!

Han Xiao’s calm heart was suddenly excited. He instantly sniped the pugilist with [Flaming Will] and
ended his life.

You dealt 964 damage to Tayron (LV 54).
You have slain Tayron. You gained 136,000 experience.

You received 23 Trial Points.

I finally got it! Han Xiao tried to suppress his thrill and use all the energy on to the Electromagnetic
Hover-boots and the mini maneuvering equipment. Without a second thought, he ran toward where the
enemies were coming from, which was actually the weakest and safest area, without looking back.

No one would expect one would go toward the enemy reinforcements, which was why it was the most
defenseless area.

Han Xiao quickly left his teammates and instantly got out of combat.
Everyone was stunned!
“Is he trying to escape by himself while leaving us to fight off the enemies?” Diana raged.

The leader was still being tied down by Bennett and could not get away from the fight. Seeing that his
prey was getting away, he was pissed and shouted, “Chase after him!”

Jaross led some troops and chased after Han Xiao, and the pressure on the Six Nations’ superhuman
lessened.

“Wait, maybe he is trying to divert the enemy’s forces and create an opening,” Tang Tang said quietly.
“But if this fails, this will be the end of us. This is too reckless... he should have discussed with us
beforehand.”



After getting away from the battlefield, the enemies were still close behind Han Xiao. Han Xiao was
zooming forward like lighting while counting down the time before his status was out of combat. After
running away for five minutes, he saw another wave of reinforcements in front.

He was trapped, and there was no escape.

But Han Xiao smiled with his mouth wide open. The time wasted while he was escaping finally got him
out of combat status, and the interface updated the bonus Trial Points that he had earned.

[The Ultimate Trial]: Progress 2000/2000

LV 60 Ranked class advancement mission! END increase, 1 END = 30 Health = 40 Stamina]
You obtained new life form evolution. Detected race: [Human/Carbon-based (Yellow)].
Proceeding to random evolution path... Complete.

Please choose one of the five options as your evolution species. Warning! The action cannot be
reverted. Please choose carefully! [Appendix — Evolvement Path Guide]

— [Yete] — 78% Compatibility

— [Manu Giants] — 64% Compatibility

— [Magicka] — 81% Compatibility

— [Type-i Space Humans] — 97% Compatibility

— [Elementary Energized Life] — 31% Compatibility
Choice received... Proceeding... Evolution complete.
You gained a Race Specialty, [Adaptive Herd].

You learned a skill, [Machinery: Last Stance].

Chapter 262: The Sound of Hammering

Every class advancement was an ascendance of life status. LV 60 was provided a large upgrade to the
status among all other levels of class advancement since it was the boundary between Version 1.0 and
Version 2.0. The effects of class advancements were based off accumulated experience, and the life
form experienced its first evolution. The path of evolution was not completely random, but it was
dependent on the initial race that was chosen by the player. For example, carbon-based human
evolution paths were usually all in human forms.

The chain of evolution was not always certain, and one could have millions of possibilities for one’s
evolution. Compatibility determined the volatility of randomness of the status of the evolution. The
lower the compatibility, the more random the evolution effects would be, similar to flipping a coin
where one could get a powerful evolution, while it was possible to get disastrous effects. For example,



the [Basic Energy Organism] could directly change the body structure of a human, abandon the flesh and
blood, and become a body made out of pure energy.

On the other hand, if the compatibility was high, then it meant that the evolution path was the most
logical. Han Xiao chose [Type-i Space Humans] had close to a hundred percent compatibility since the
Space Humans were the most common human species in Galaxy. The race was famous for its fast
adaptation to the new environment with the unique characteristic [Adaptive Herd]. Debuff resistance,
physical resistance, and mental resistance all increased by ten percent.

All races had different specialties. Once the evolution effects took place, it would be a major upgrade in
status, where every race would have a different focus on statuses it improved on. Galaxy contained
thousands of races, and from this step forward, all the players started to shape their own unique
characteristics that were distinguishable from others.

Compared to the other four choices, the [Type-i Space Human] was the most common one. It was an all-
round upgrade, so there was not a lot of uniqueness. However, with higher resistance and adaptability,
the upcoming evolutions would have a wider range of choices. The evolution process could not be
reverted, which was why Han Xiao clearly remembered the evolution tree, and the [Type-i Space
Humans] was the best initial evolution in his mind, so he made his choice without a second thought.

Superhumans could become strong through the process of evolution, and the same went for NPCs.
However, since they did not have an interface, they could not choose the evolution path.

Han Xiao took a deep breath.

There was pain aching from his bones, his muscles, and every other part of his body. Han Xiao bit his
tongue and tried to take in all the pain from the evolution. The process of evolution was gut-wrenching,
and a player could feel less by lowering the intensity of pain. However, all the pain that Han Xiao was
feeling was a hundred percent real.

Fortunately, the pain did not last long. It quickly faded, and Han Xiao suddenly had a new perspective of
the world!

The enemies were quickly approaching, and Han Xiao did not have time to investigate the changes in his
body. He frantically used all the upgrades in his interface and used seventy-four million experience
points. [Magnetic Ring Mechanic] instantly went from level five to the maximum level!

[Magnetic Ring Mechanic] Lv.15 (Max).

+180 Energy, +2 DEX, +1 END, +4 INT, +4 Free Attribute points.

A third of two hundred million experience points were spent with a blink of an eye.

As the level of skill increased, the more resources were needed to level up the skill. Of course, the
benefits corresponded with the expense, and with a ten-level upgrade, his energy increased by 810, and
the energy attribute point reached 3,070. The energy attribute points broke through the level eight
benchmark of 3000 points, and Han Xiao obtained another additional upgrade in his attributes.



Han Xiao suddenly felt a surge of energy flowing through this body. He reached LV 70, breaking through
the level upper limit of version 1.0.

He was the only superhuman on the Planet Aquamarine that was above LV 60.

The Attribute was an enhancement in jumping abilities.

111 STR, 185 DEX, 159 END, 321 INT, 21 MYS, 14 CHA, 1 LUK
Free Attribute Points: 40

Potential Points: 72

Health: 7,980

Stamina: 9,580

Energy: 3,070 (Lv.8)

Energy Rank: 3,275 Ona

Grade: C

[You are qualified to be the Space Explorer Warrior.]

The overall strength has increased by more than half my previous status. The health points were 4,300
before the evolution, and now | have almost double that number. Moreover, the exchange ratio from
Endurance to Health Points has increased from 1:20 to 1:30. After all the upgrades and level ups in the
status, the four important attributes all increased by around thirty or forty points.

He quickly calculated his combat power, and he did not use the forty Free Attribute Points. Under an
unpredictable battle, he could quickly adapt to different situations by adding attribute points.

Han Xiao stood up and turned toward Jeross and the troops. He eyes was sharp, cold, and deadly.
Prepare for your death, Germinal Organization!

The troops arrived in front of Han Xiao, and Jeross roared, “Block all the escape routes. Don't let him get
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away
He then shot his force field toward Han Xiao.
Bang!

The ground exploded with a pit. Han Xiao dodged the attack with ease, and he was a lot faster and agile
than before. He charged in front of Jeross and used his Compounded Magnetic Chain Split Blades. The
skill blew a violent wind with so much power that it instantly broke through the defense force field as if
it was a knife slicing through cake.

Deng!



After a flash of light, Jeross suddenly lost his vision, and he felt that he had lost control over his body.
The pain exploded in his body, and he felt sharp blades sink into his flesh.

He had already sensed what would happen to his body—his eyes had lost all hope.
“No..."”

The nine blades pierced through the body at the same time, and Jeross’ body was filled with holes with
blood splattering everywhere. The blades sliced through the muscles and tendons, and Han Xiao
headbutted through the last desperate force field created by Jeross and smacked his head with all his
strength!

With only one move, Han Xiao eliminated the powerful and troublesome senior executive officer.
The role of predator and the prey instantly swapped at that moment.

Han Xiao looked around at the surprised soldiers, as if he was the wolf that would hunt everyone down.

On the main battlefield, fight was still going on. Everyone had their attention on the area where Han
Xiao had run off to, curious about the result.

Suddenly, the sounds of explosion came from that direction, and everyone looked over.
“What’s going on? Did he get away?”
“Are they fighting right now?”

Everyone tried to guess what happened. Then they saw a small dot that was coming toward them. As
the dot got closer, they recognized that it as Han Xiao, and all the enemies who had gone after him were
nowhere to be seen.

“If he already escaped, why is he coming back?” Tang Tang asked with confusion.

Diana shot another two explosive flame and barely caught her breath. “He probably ran back here
because he can’t deal with the enemies.”

Hila, who was silent the whole time, suddenly said, “His vital sign is different from before!”
In her Esper perception, Han Xiao was as bright and hot as a sun!
She had never seen anyone with such a strong vital sign.

She also felt another subtle change, but she could not tell what it was. The subtle change was the
evolution of race that Han Xiao had gone through, so Hila naturally had no idea.

“Where’s Jeross?” The leader spared some attention away from the battled. “Focus fire on Zero! Do not
let him get away from my vision!”

The troops changed their targets and move their crosshairs right on top of Han Xiao. However, Han Xiao
suddenly sped up and dashed through enemy force like lighting. He picked up machine guns off the



ground and shot at the enemy with perfect aim. With every shot, there was at least one man that fell to
the ground.

Han Xiao moved forward and attacked the executive officers surrounding his allies without saying
anything.

Bang Bang!

As if meteors falling down from the sky, the executive officers were all scattered by the firepower of Han
Xiao. Han Xiao fought through the enemy with a crushing force, and he was clearly a different man
compared to his performance before.

The veterans of the Six Nations were relieved from pressure and stared at Han Xiao’s courageous
engagement with the enemy.

There was only two words to describe this scene—complete suppression.

“1 think that he tried to save some up some energy and get back to his normal condition. After he
exhausted the enemy during the chase, he turned back and showed true strength.” Tang Tang thought
that he understood Han Xiao’s plan. Everyone else nodded, and all their doubts toward Han Xiao
dispersed like dust.

Diana also held back her hate toward Han Xiao and said, “Well... he could have told us beforehand.”

After murdering all the executive officers, Han Xiao moved toward the battle between Bennett and the
leader. The leader saw Han Xiao and gave a strong attack to Bennett. Bennett fell back, and the fight
stopped.

“Hey Ben, you did good, but his head belongs to me.” Han Xiao patted on Bennett shoulder and said,
“This is the battle of rivals.”

“You...”

Bennett had a sharp sense on people’s strength. He knew that Han Xiao was strong, but right now, he
could not see through the strength of Han Xiao as if he was looking at the lake without a bottom.

Looking Han Xiao straight in the eye, Bennett did not reply and moved away to fight in another battle.
He trusted Han Xiao to win against the leader.

If Han Xiao wanted to fight the leader, he must have been confident.
This was trust that needed no explanation.

The leader’s eyes were burning with blue flames. “Bennett was protecting you, and now you came here
to fight me. Just because he wasted some of my energy, do you think you can beat me now? Haha...
Good... Very good. Even if I'm not in my best condition, | will still murder you with ease!”

“Let’s get into it then, haven’t you been waiting for this day for so long?”



Han Xiao lifted his arm and shot a bullet right at the leader. The leader made a claw with his hand and
released a violet shockwave that slowed down the speed of the bullet.

The leader had mastered several advanced techniques in Pugilist class. With the shockwave blast and
physical flame, he was strong in both offense and defense.

The leader’s information showed up on the interface.

He has eighty-one percent of his health! Han Xiao’s eyes flickered. The leader and Bennett were on the
same level, and the leader had only lost a small amount of health, which meant that Han Xiao could still
take sixty percent of his health.

Diana, Tang Tang, and the rest of the soldiers watched closely at the fight and worried for Han Xiao.
Bennett was considered the strong man on their side, and they trusted Bennett to deal with the leader.
However, their suspicion rose as Han Xiao took on the leader, thinking that Han Xiao did not have the
ability to suppress the leader.

The fight was intense, and multiple pits was created by the fight. Each was the other’s mortal enemy,
and every move was filled with their intent to murder, as if they were two beasts fighting each other.
None of them tried to dodge the attack and only focused on landing attacks on the opponent.

Han Xiao used all the weapons and machinery at his disposal to drag down the leader’s health, including
the Sunworm Flamethrower, Ghost sniper rifle, Compounded Magnetic Chain Split Blades, and Sonic
Bomb.

The leader was a Pugilist, so Han Xiao was at a disadvantage when fighting in close quarters. However,
with the rapid growth of attributes and status, plus upgrades for Viper, his Endurance and Dexterity
were much higher than those of the leader. So even if Han Xiao lacked in Pugilist techniques and close
combat skills, he could still get the upper hand with his stats and attributes.

There was no use for tactics!

Han Xiao took a look at the battle information and thought, He has a lot of strong skills that do armor
penetration damage and also wear out the defense of the enemy. Also, he has a lot of skills that can
reflect damage. He must have used this kill to block off the powerful punches of Bennett.

The two men continued to clash against each other. Han Xiao was focused, and he did not panic. He
calculated the skills, health, and other battle information in his mind. He had once been a professional
power leveler, so he had tons of experience. One must understand the mechanics and calculations to
become a master.

The health bar for a LV 70 character was much higher than the leader, and with Viper, he knew that the
best chance for him to win this fight was to use brute force to power through. Even if Han Xiao could
only land an attack in exchange for three or four attacks from the leader, it was still worth it.

The leader’s health slowly decreased, but Viper was on the brink of destruction. With multiple cracks
and dents, the durability of the suit was almost zero, and it would be broken after one or two more hits.



The chips carried on the suits were all shattered, and the Compounded Magnetic Chain Split Blades was
bent into scrap metal. The fuel tank for the Sunworm Flamethrower was empty, and there was no more
ammo for the sniper. The battle screen had cracks, and the energy was almost depleted.

In other words, Han Xiao had no weapons to use anymore, and this was the worst possible scenario for a
mechanic to be in.

I finally can break his suit! Without this turtle shell, there’s no way he can fight me anymore!

Seeing that his dream had finally been fulfilled, the leader could not wait and gave a final blow to the
suit as he tore it apart.

Crack!
The sound pierced through people’s ears.

The damaged Viper suddenly released a bright light and went back to full power! The originally empty
durability was restored to fifty percent! The energy of the suit also replenished mysteriously.

[Machinery: Last Stance]

When a machinery’s durability was less than ten percent, by using five hundred energy points, one could
make a machinery restore back to fifty to eighty percent of the status. The higher the quality and the
more complicated the machinery was, the shorter the time of effect of the skill. One’s Intelligence
attribute also affected the duration of the skill. After the duration, the machinery would self-destruct.

This skill was the equivalent of [Battle: Last Stance].

Han Xiao had already prepared this as his final trick. Taking the opportunity while the leader was still
surprised, Han Xiao landed his fist right on the leader’s face. The leader fell back and rolled on the
ground, and the mask started to crack. He tried to get up, but he suddenly felt a weakening force
dragging his body down.

The leader had been in such an intense battle that he did not realize his status was dropping at an
abnormal rate. He had injuries all over his body.

“Hey, you there, can you lend me your weapon?” Han Xiao looked over to the Mechanical Pugilist in the
dust.

The man hesitated for a second, and with his injured body, he threw the energy hammer to Han Xiao.
“Catch!”

After he caught the hammer, a dark blue Mechanical Force covered the hammer, and Han Xiao activated
the [Flaming Will], which had just come off cooldown.

Han Xiao swung the heavy hammer around, and the small boosters on the head of the hammer left a
curve in the air. Han Xiao smacked down with the hammer right on the leader’s face as he tried to get
up.

Boom!



Bull’s eye!

Like a baseball being hit by a bat, the leader flew away a few hundred meters and hit three vehicles
along the way.

In the air, the mask broke into pieces and landed on the ground.

Chapter 263: An Unfamiliar Face

The sand blew in the wind as if the world was covered in a thin cloth. As the sands drifted down to the
floor, the whole slowly became clear.

In the violent wind, a shadow of a man got up with difficulty, kneeling on the ground.
Tick tock, tick tock....
Blood dripped down from the corner of his lips. The leader covered his face and stood up with difficulty.

At this moment, the atmosphere froze. The entire battle looked over at the leader as if there was a
temporary ceasefire.

The leader of the Germinal Organization always wore a black metal mask. Almost no one, even including
people from the Germinal Organization, knew his true identity.

To have the ability to lead such a powerful force, the leader should be a man with a well-known
background. All the countries had a lot of guesses on the leader’s true identity, and they thought that
since the Germinal Organization had been created during the Old Era, the most plausible guess was that
he was a legend in the Old Era who had changed his appearance.

Han Xiao also looked over. No players in his previous lives had been able to find out the identity of the
leader, so he was as curious as the rest.

The leader put down his hand, and the face that presented in front of everyone’s eyes was a distorted
face with multiple scars, as if there were bugs crawling under the skin. The scars looked like it was a
deep scratch left by a wild beast.

Most importantly, it was an unfamiliar face.

Even though his looks were appalling, the outline of the face was still recognizable. Han Xiao was
confident that he had not seen this face when he looked at the intel on the Dark Net. He looked over at
Bennett and the superhumans from the Six Nations, and they were all confused.

No one recognized the leader.

Bennett frowned. He was a legend from the Old Era, and he still remembered numerous legends from
back in the day, including those who died in battle or died of old age. Yet, he could not recognize face of
the leader. There were only three possibilities.



First, the leader had also worn a mask in the Old Era. Second, he had changed his appearance to hide his
identity. Third, he had not been a powerful man during the Old Era and stayed under the radar during
that time.

With his appearance revealed, the leader did not show any expression as if he could not care less.

Can no one recognize him? Does that mask only try to hide the terrifying face so as to avoid decreasing
the morale of the soldiers? Han Xiao frowned. Babies would cry seeing the leader’s face. If he did not
wear a mask, he probably would bring a ‘-20 Military Morale’ debuff.

The battle was not over. Leaving the questions behind, Han Xiao went on the offense, swinging his
mechanical battle hammer with only thirty seconds before Viper broke down.

Bang bang bang!

The fist covered with purple energy clashed with the hammer, and the sound of metal clashing never
stopped.

The leader’s eyes were spicy and deadly, and he quickly saw the poor condition of the mechanical suit.
As long as he can drag it out long enough, the suit would shatter, and that would be the end of any
Mechanic.

Defend.

The leader switched to a defensive stance and took all the direct hits from Han Xiao. Under the heavy
attacks, the leader did not flinch and was as hard as stone.

The unmovable body and the unbreakable hammer clashed more and more intensely, and the wind
created by the impact blew the sands up like a wave.

Clink! Clink!

After thirty seconds, Viper suddenly made a weird sound, and pieces of components and chips shattered
like a withered flower.

The mechanical suit was broken.
Han Xiao revealed his real body.

“Yah!” the leader screamed, and he switched back to the offensive in an instant. All the energy saved in
his body travelled to his fist and punched right at Han Xiao’s stomach. In addition to armor penetration
skill, the impact directly hit the flesh of Han Xiao.

Bang! Hong!

One attacked created two sounds. First was the fist hitting the body, then the impact passed through
the body of Han Xiao and created another explosive sound as the energy left Han Xiao’s body from the
back. The second explosive sound was almost loud enough to deafen everyone present, leaving a cone
shaped dent in the sand behind Han Xiao.

Under such a powerful force, Han Xiao barely even moved. He did not even take a step back and
absorbed all the impact.



“How did you!” The leader could not believe his eyes.
How could a Mechanic block a punch with his own body?

Then, a shadow appeared above the leader’s head, and the hammer started to smash again. The leader
tried to block the hammer with his arms, yet a sudden pain shock through his arms, and his body sank
into the ground until the sand covered his knees, as if he was a nail being hammered into the ground.

The leader’s pupils reflected a man’s shadow with dense energy. It was denser than his own energy as a
Pugilist!

“Why...” The leader ground his teeth, then he suddenly realized what had happened. “Did you break
that limit?”

The class advancement every twenty levels had always been a bottleneck for NPCs, who did not have an
interface. They could not easily break through the limit as they could not finish any missions. Therefore,
the only way for them to obtain a class advancement was hard work and luck.

Among the top superhumans in the Planet Aquamarine, there had not been any news where anyone
had conquered the bottleneck and reached the next stage. It was nearly impossible for them to obtain
the next level.

The dream and thirst for a class advancement that he desired the most happened to the person whom
he hated the most at the worst possible moment.

Is this... fate?
The word kept on ringing in his ears like a broke record player.

“Eat my battle stomp!” Han Xiao randomly shouted a skill name and smashed his hammer onto the
leader’s head.

Without Viper, Han Xiao lost the bonus buff and damage on to his attacks. Moreover, he had finished
using all his ammunition. The only thing that he had left was the mechanical hammer, and on the
surface, it seemed that it would still be a tough battle. However, with the new Strength, Dexterity, and
Endurance, his status was on other level compared to the LV 60 BOSS-level Pugilist. In addition, the
leader was already heavily injured with only thirty-seven percent of his health points left.

Once the health points reached below a certain point, all the debuff would start kicking in and slowly
decrease his combat strength. The difference in power between the two men did not change much after
the Viper broke down. Han Xiao still could handle the leader and save the world.

Seeing this, the leader was already discouraged. Along with his bad condition, he had no way to fight
back. He kept on being smashed by the hammer as blood splattered around.

On the side, the superhuman from the Six Nations could not believe their eyes.

In their mind, the only person who could fight the leader was Bennett, and no one had thought that that
this man would be Han Xiao.



Bennett was undoubtedly the strongest man, the only one who could stand toe to toe against the
leader. Yet, Han Xiao battered the leader with ease without taking much damage other than a broken
suit.

They witnessed the entire process of Han Xiao beating down the leader. It was no ambush nor sneak
attack; it was an honorable and straightforward fight with nothing to hide. This also meant that Han Xiao
was on other level compared to Bennett.

Who was Bennett? He was the strongest man on the entire planet.

Han Xiao’s performance could get rid of ‘strongest’ from the title.

He was now the strongest superhuman on this entire planet!

The stalemate of the intense battle was broken by Han Xiao as he took over the battlefield.

Diana’s temper was as explosive as her power. She almost threw a fireball at Bennett and asked, “Is he
actually that strong? Why did he need our support?”
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“This feeling... it can’t be wrong. He just broke through the limit in this battle
flickered.

Tang Tang’s eyes

Shock and jealousy slowly surface on the faces of the crowd.

Seeing that the leader was getting beaten, the morale of the Germinal Organization dropped, and soon,
the enemies panicked.

Bang!

Another hammer landed on top of the chest. The leader spat out more blood on Han Xiao. The leader
suddenly roared with blood in his mouth.

The violet energy became dense again and was alive like burning flames.

Han Xiao thought that the leader was going to use his ultimate skill. He held the hammer in front of him
and prepared for an attack.

But the next second, the leader turned around and ran as fast as he could. He used his energy as a
booster and ran like a missile being launched. After running for two hundred meters, he headed into a
base, and his energy died down. His whole body was out of strength and collapsed on the sand with
blooding flowing out of his nose and mouth.

With those heavy injuries, he could not take any more of Han Xiao’s attacks. No matter how angry the
leader was, he had to escape.

“He ran away! He admitted defeat!”
Han Xiao quickly checked the battle information.
The leader had only fourteen percent of his HP left and was in weakened status.

Taking sixty percent of his HP had been achieved.



Chapter 264: The Historical Moment

The leader had sustained heavy injuries, and this caused the Germinal forces to instantly collapse.

Some troops rushed to surround and protect the leader while others were still bogged down in a battle.
The Six Nations’ experts used this opportunity to concentrate fire on a single spot and created a hole in
the Germinal formation.

“Get in the car!” Tang Tang yelled.
The cars were about to drive past Han Xiao, and this was the best chance to get in the car.
Han Xiao took a glance toward the leader and saw that he was blocked by several lines of bodyguards.

The leader still had fourteen percent of his health left, and with the troops surrounding him, it would
not be easy for Han Xiao to kill the leader in a short amount of time. Seeing how his allies were all about
to successfully escape from the Germinal forces, delaying any longer could risk them getting encircled
once more.

Han Xiao himself did not really mind this. With his current strength, he could solo the Germinal army
that was on the brink of breaking apart with ease. However, aside from Bennett, all other members of
the team that came had sustained injuries, and casualties might arise were they to keep on fighting.

Han Xiao had once been their rescue target, but now, he had turned into someone who needed to
protect them.

Han Xiao did not know whether he should laugh or cry at this, but he made the logical decision within a
short moment.

[The Traitor’'s Ambush] mission is already completed, and my job is done. All | have to do now is relay the
confidential information to the Six Nations and let them worry about the rest.

He decided not to deal the final blow as it did not really matter to him at this point.

As the cars were just about to pass him, one of the doors opened, and Han Xiao quickly jumped aboard,
leaving the troops behind in the dust.

The Germinal troops were completely left behind this time, slowly becoming specks on the horizon.

“It’s done.” Han Xiao finally let out a deep breath. The leader would no longer have any chance to stop
him now.

This had truly been an exhilarating experience.

This time, he had rescued Aurora and Hila from the Germinal headquarters, stolen advanced Mechanic
Knowledge from their lab, and even gotten hold of a bunch of crucial war information. Killing his way out
and revealing his identity had also cemented his position as a Legend on the planet as well as further
boosting his reputation among the players. He had broken past Version 1.0’s limit after killing countless
high-level Germinal executives and even beaten up the leader himself, obtaining the lucky draw on two
of the leader’s abilities.



Although he had faced endless danger along the way, the reward made it all well worth it!

Han Xiao thought of something and suddenly looked back at the Germinal leader from the car window.
The leader stood shakily on a distant sand dune, with his now weak-looking figure swaying in the wind.
Han Xiao and the leader’s gaze locked onto each other’s despite the long distance.

The leader was expressionless. He had mustered all his resources this time yet had ended up with
nothing to show for it. However, instead of raging over it, all Han Xiao saw in the leader’s eyes were
conflicting emotions of pain, dejection, and even a sense of release and weariness. It was as if he had
used up all his will and no longer had the energy to let out his fury.

Han Xiao was somewhat puzzled and became curious about this character.

Leading the Germinal Organization to overthrow the mighty Six Nations. Why did he do all this? What
kind of person was he?

Ambitious? Cruel? Immoral?

Despite his long-time adversity with the leader, Han Xiao barely knew about his foe.

Oh right. | don’t even know his name.

Han Xiao once again focused his gaze on the leader, and the leader also met his gaze from the distance.

In that instant, it was someone had pressed the pause button, and even time itself had stopped. The
gaze between the two looked almost like a still painting.

This was Han Xiao’s first face-to-face contact with the leader...
... and also the last.
Later, the Six Nation fighters present would describe this scene and leak it to the whole world.

After the war had ended, when each nation was re-organizing, they would find out that this was the
turning point in the war. The stare-down between Zero and the Germinal leader would become a
historical moment and be recorded in Planet Aquamarine’s history.

The moon lit up the night, and stars were scattered throughout the sky. The astral sea lit up this side of
the hill, and artificial lighting was not even needed deep into the night.

The three cars were parked atop a hill that was hidden in the middle of a small forest. The engines were
turned off, and silence filled in the surroundings. Everyone had gotten out their cars and spread out to
mind their own business. Some chewed on their rations, some tended to their wounds, and others made
small talk.

After the intense combat throughout the day, they had decided to stop there for the night to rest.
Driving past the plains in front of them would get them to the border between the Six Nations’ and
Germinal’s warzone. Germinal had limited control over this area, and it was nothing compared to the



forces that were swarming around the headquarters. The forces that had pursued and ambushed them
earlier had suffered heavy casualties, and there were truly no more threats to the team.

Han Xiao finally had some time to take in the changes that he had gotten from evolving his race.

He observed his body under the gentle moonlight. His skin was still yellow, but there were some minor
changes. After the minor changes to his DNA, his body became even better proportioned, and his limbs
seemed to have grown longer. He also felt that he had become more handsome as he checked himself
out with a mirror...

Yup. Definitely not just my imagination.

[Type-i Space Human] had high compatibility with his body. This was a race of humans who had adapted
to live in space and had been exposed to a variety of different types of radiation as well as the planet’s
environments over the years. This was a race that followed strictly followed the laws of evolution, and
those who could not adapt naturally could not survive. The logic behind was similar to how humans on
Earth had evolved into different races: Asians, Caucasians, Africans, etc. The differences all came from
the different living environments. Type-i Space Humans also started as the countless normal humans in
the universe—more commonly recognized by other alien races as Carbon Monkeys, Parasites, Sneaky
B*stards, Prideful Creatures, Racists, Not Delicious, etc.

Due to the harshness of space, the Type-i Space Humans had much stronger bodies. They had a more
perfect body structure, and their organs could function at a higher capacity. If normal humans were
comparable to thin sheets of paper, they would be like rubber, much harder to break.

Of course, the body still looked more or less like a normal human. There was not anything such as green
skin or longer teeth.

Each race and species’ evolution paths were very much traceable. Carbon-based organisms could not
suddenly become mechanical lifeforms. Those that evolved or mutated into having potential to utilize
life energy were commonly known as True Soul Carriers. Most thought-capable species had the
potential to develop this power.

Although a normal human has a lot of evolution paths to choose to follow, the more one evolves, the
harsher the requirements will become to evolve again. A Space Human has less of an option in evolving
as there is usually only one main pathway, but with more evolutions, the compatibility will also increase.
Those extremely powerful races all require high compatibility and also have the most potential.

Han Xiao nodded. Evolution was a step-like process. Gaining massive power early on would naturally
mean that one would mean losing out later on. Only by walking on a wider road would he have more
options in the future.

It was also important how well the evolution pathway worked with his class. As he did not need to go for
those all-brawn-no-brain races, the [Type-i Space Human] evolution was very suitable for Han Xiao.

I might as well finish dealing with [The Traitor’s Ambush] now.

Han Xiao rubbed his hands and was full of expectations like an old gambler.



Ahem. It was more like the excitement one felt from getting their pay.

[The Traitor’s Ambush] has been completed.

You have obtained: Lucky draw for two of the Germinal leader’s abilities.
Commencing lucky draw... Draw complete.

Please choose two out of the five following abilities:

1. [Advanced Martial Arts] — Talent: Decrease energy consumption by 30% when using pugilist skills and
increase damage output by 15%.

2. [Venomous Attack] — Skill: Assassin-type skill. Strike fast like a snake, and deal 4 — 7 consecutive blows
to your opponent. The first hit will deal 41 — 59 bonus damage, and each following blow will deal 5%
less.

3. [Repel — Thorns] — Skill: Use your energy to absorb 30% of all incoming attacks. If it's a melee battle,
reflect the same amount of absorbed damage back to your opponent. Uses 300 energy, 500 stamina,
and cools down in 110 seconds.

4. [Iron Fist] — Talent: Bare-handed attacks increase in damage by 7% and block chance increases by 3%.

5. [Steel Body] — Talent: Immune to true damage.

Unfortunately, the Lucky Halo was not one of the draws.
Does he not have it, or is my luck just too bad? Han Xiao shook his head.

The leader had several dozen different abilities, and the chances of getting something good with only
five draws was truly too low. So, Han Xiao was not that disappointed.

The leader was a pugilist, so most of the drawn abilities had something to do with martial arts. He was
able to choose two out of the five abilities for himself.

“This is great! It’s a Molding Ability!” Han Xiao’s eyes lighted up.

Molding Abilities were unique in that they were very powerful, specific, and absolute—as in the case of
damage immunity. This was exactly what Han Xiao was looking for.

[Steel Body] was basically a BOSS template. It would make him immune to attacks that dealt true
damage. This would greatly reduce the chance of accidents from happening, and he would be much
hard to be killed in one-shot. For example, without this ability, someone with a skill similar to [Flaming
Will], which could do true damage, would have posed a huge threat to Han Xiao. However, with [Steel
Body], that danger was completely negated. As Han Xiao himself did a lot of explosive attacks, he knew
the pros and cons of true damage very well.

He chose [Repel — Thorns] because he did not have any other better choice out of the remaining draws.
The others were all pugilist skills.



When he thought back on the previous fight between Bennett and the leader, the leader must have
used this ability to tank Bennett’'s broken quintuple damage punch.

When Han Xiao thought about the leader again, he could not wipe away his interest in this main
storyline character.

Chapter 265: The Next Class Change Requirement

You have obtained [Repel — Thorns]!

You have obtained [Steel Body]!

A paralyzing feeling passed through Han Xiao’s body, and it made him much more focused. When he
stretched out his arms, he found out that his body had become much tougher. His chest even gave off
satisfying echoes when he gave it some test smacks.

Looks like I’'m progressing well on the road to become a true meat shield. Han Xiao was in a good mood
as he was very glad about the mission reward this time around.

He had obtained his second Molding Ability. True damage was damage that directly reduced one’s
health regardless of other defensive stats. For example, when a normal attack with a hundred attack
power landed on someone, it would be reduced by a certain amount depending on the armor that the
assailant wore. On the other hand, true damage would be able to do a hundred flat damage without
reductions.

With this ability, he was much harder to kill and was starting to look more and more like a BOSS
character.

After maxing out his [Magnetic Ring Mechanic] class in the interface, Han Xiao still had 125,000,000
experience points left, which he used to directly max out [Machinery — Last Stance] and [Repel —
Thorns]. After spending another 13,000,000 exp, he gained two additional Potential Points.

Both of these abilities were very useful. [Machinery — Last Stance] was self-explanatory—it was basically
like combat Viagra for Mechanics. [Repel — Thorns] was a very powerful defensive skill as it could
directly mitigate a portion of all incoming damage.

Maxing out [Magnetic Ring Mechanic] also unlocked the new class change requirements.

Class Change Requirement: Reach LV 80, obtain 400 Intelligence Points, learn five advanced mechanic
knowledges.

Well that’s surprising. Han Xiao’s eyes flashed.



Several of the class change requirements for main classes were the same for everyone. Han Xiao had
class-changed four times and had [Mechanic Novice], [Novice Technician], [Mechanic Trainee], and
[Magnetic Ring Mechanic]. All Mechanic players who went with the Magnetic Ring class change tree
would have to complete the same requirements.

Only when they had learned enough advanced knowledge and leveled up intelligence enough would
they be able to move onto the next level.

My intelligence stat has already reached 321 points. With 40 free points, | now only need 39 stat points
to meet this requirement. So, the important thing now is to look for a sub-class to max to obtain LV 80
overall.

Even someone like Han Xiao who basically only assigned points into intelligence did not have enough to
do the class change. It was even worse for the Mechanic players who did not know any better and put
points randomly into different areas. These players would have no other choice but to arduously look
for more subclasses to gain stat points from.

The cap on Version 2.0 was LV 90. The higher the overall level, the higher the required experience to
level up one’s sub-classes. This was why the later one fulfilled one’s class change requirements, the
higher the cost would be.

Eventually, when a player’s sub-classes’ levels made up most of their overall level, their actual strength
would then be laughable.

In the past, some Galaxy players had only been able to meet their class change requirements once they
got to LV 80. Before they could level up their main class after the class change, they soon ran into the
Version’s level cap. Unsurprisingly, these players were the weakest when it came to PVP.

Han Xiao threw in all forty of the unassigned points into intelligence and muttered, “I also need to find a
subclass. My strength has already far surpassed the Version cap, so | don’t need to focus on leveling up
anymore for now. Hmm... | should try to look for one of the rarer sub-classes. Those tend to give more
free skill points per level, so | will be able to class change without leveling up too much.

He was not worried about obtaining advanced mechanical knowledge. It seemed hard because the rate
of his growth had already surpassed the norm in the current Version. Advanced knowledge was
something that would come by sooner or later.

“Hey, Black Phantom. Can | have my weapon back?”
Someone called Han Xiao from behind him. Havalen had walked over as he asked Han Xiao.

He was the mechanical pugilist who owned the rocket-boosted hammer. The hammer was still with Han
Xiao at the moment.

Han Xiao turned and replied, “Oh this! | gave it a small check before, and it seemed like your weapon
wasn’t functioning properly. Let me help you repair it first.”

Or in Han Xiao’s mind... You can have it back after I've figured out the blueprint for this thing.

Havalen had a face full of suspicion. “There’s a malfunction? But it worked fine when | was using it.”



“Oh, you know, damaging weapons is often unavoidable during intense battles.”

“Uh, this weapon was developed by Theseus’s military factory, and | was ordered not to let anything
about the technology leak out...” Havalen was troubled. He knew that Han Xiao was a Mechanic, so he
was naturally concerned.

“That’s not right,” Han Xiao replied in a righteous voice. “Do | look like that kind of person? We're
teammates right now, you and 11"

Han Xiao was not feeling guilty about this at all. Teammates were supposed to be used, or what
difference would they have from fish in the market?

Havalen hesitated for a few seconds before finally relenting, and he returned to where was previously.

He did not believe a word Han Xiao said, but the thing was, this dude was much stronger than every
other person present.

What could he do?

The Six Nations’ agents were busy reporting the current situation to their higher ups. All the nations had
their full attention on this issue. Han Xiao did not really mind. He might as well let the Six Nations people
know how strong he was so as to avoid any misunderstandings in the future.

Han Xiao saw that Bennett was huddled up and talking with a small circle of people, so he walked over.
He noticed that they were clamoring over a wheel that had fallen off and asked, “What’s this about?”

“I’'m not sure if you have noticed, but we’re trying to fix this wheel,” Bennett said in a salty voice.
Han Xiao looked at him weirdly. “I have eyes. Are you taking the piss with me?”

The two stared at each other before Hannes could not stand it anymore and butted in to explain, “This
wheel had been shot. There are some tools in the trunk. Do you think you could help us fix it? You're a
Mechanic, right?”

“You should’ve said that earlier.” Han Xiao pulled up his sleeves, took out his tools, and started fixing the
wheel while making a bunch of clanking noises. The group of people just stood around him and gawked
like a bunch of fools.

After Han Xiao was done, Hannes reattached the wheel onto the car. Bennett then finally looked at Han
Xiao and signaled before he walked off to the side. Han Xiao shook his head a few times before he
followed behind helplessly.

The debt collector was finally here.

Once they were a distance away from the campsite, Bennett stopped, and so did Han Xiao.
“Humph!” Bennett turned before staring at Han Xiao and said, “Explain yourself.”

Obviously, he was talking about Han Xiao’s double identity. Bennett still could not get over it.

Han Xiao was delighted upon hearing this. Bennett sounded just like a pouting daughter-in-law...



“So, you don’t want to talk about it? Do you see yourself right now? Oh... you think you’re so tough?”
Thinking back to what had happened over the past few days pissed Bennett off. “Why not tell us that
you’re an alien as well?”

Han Xiao was speechless.
You might’ve guessed right...

However, Han Xiao was extremely thick-skinned, and no matter how much Bennett whined and
complained, Han Xiao only gave off an occasional “huh” to let the other person know that he was still
listening. When he saw how Han Xiao was not willing to speak at all, Bennett also felt helpless about it
and sighed before saying, “Whatever, it’s all in the past anyway.”

Han Xiao was a friend and someone who had made great contributions to the Dark Net. He had also
devoted himself to the Shelter plan, and Bennett trusted him completely. He would not fuss too much
over something like this. Moreover, Bennett secretly respected Han Xiao for his accomplishments.

Bennett coughed a few times before saying in a muffled voice, “You... how did you break past the limit?”

As a superhuman, he also wanted to become stronger. Bennett wanted to ask about Han Xiao’s
experience in hopes of gaining some enlightenment for himself. He actually did not care about being
surpassed by Han Xiao or any of that. Bennett had never been one to not care about these small things,
and he had always lived life by trusting his friends. Han Xiao was one such friend. Although this
youngling would irk him from time to time, he was still a likeable helper.

Han Xiao thought for a bit before replying with a straight face, “Like the old teachings... First, take in a
deep breath but wait. You also need to start circulating energy around your nether region. You know
where I’'m talking about, right? So basically, your bladder. You will then start to feel like energy is slowly
leaking out of you, but don’t worry, this is common for all beginners. Once you can control this feeling
and hold the energy from leaking on will, you will be able to break through your limit. It’s as easy as
that.”

“... You’re bullsh*tting me again, right?” Bennett was shocked. He had a mouthful of inelegant terms
stuck in his mouth, waiting to be spit out.

Why do you never change! Do | look that gullible to you?

At that moment, the two suddenly quieted down as they noticed that someone was approaching—it
was Hannes.

Hannes swept his eyes across the two and said in a grave voice, “I have something to tell you guys. |
might’ve found the Germinal leader’s origins.”

The duo was shocked, and their expressions drastically changed.

“He is as powerful as me,” Bennett said. “This kind of character definitely can’t just be some random
hooligan, but | have no impression of him at all. It’s very odd.”

“So where is he from?” Han Xiao asked curiously.

“Black Phantom... Oh, I will just call you Han Xiao. Do you still remember the mission we left for you?”



Han Xiao nodded. The hidden A-rank main storyline mission [New Ear — Origin]’s objective was to dig up
the buried past of Planet Aquamarine. He had broken down the mission into different portions and
assigned pro Galaxy players to deal with the mission. The first part of the mission had already been
completed, but Han Xiao just had not turned it in.

He never would have thought that the leader had something to do with the hidden main storyline, and
this instantly piqued his interest.

Chapter 266: The Origins of the Germinal Organization

“The intelligence you found has given us new clues. And several various investigations, we’ve found
traces of the Germinal Organization’s origins from a dead country’s sealed confidential scroll...”

Just as he finished his sentence, the notification appeared on the interface.

[New Era — Origin] First Round Complete

You have received 350,000 EXP

Completion Grade: Good

You have received 280,000 EXP bonus.

You have received Lv.45 Rare Large Dungeon Crystal — [Gollum Protection Warfare] x 5.

Listen to Hannes

“In the old era, there was a small country called Gollum. Their government went through many changes
and revolutions throughout history. In a year during the old era, a terrorist group targeting Gollum
appeared, going by the name ‘Mimok’. They attacked the nation of Gollum many times and created
terror in society. The government took action.

“However, it was as if the members of Mimok were everywhere. The repeated attacks destroyed the
sense of safety of the people of Gollum. They demanded the government take stricter measures, and
the government did. They came up with all sorts of strict laws. The regulations in the nation became
tight, and the people of Gollum were under constant surveillance and management. They called it
‘protective measures’. After that, Mimok seemed to have disappeared in just a night. There were no
more attacks. The measures seemed to have worked.

“However, Mimok was actually an organization that was created by Gollum’s government secretly to
inflict violence upon their people. For safety, the people of Gollum willingly accepted the strict
‘protection’. The government took the rights back from the people one after another. All media sources
and any platform that could give the people a voice were under the government’s strict control.”

Bennett nodded and said, “That is ruling through terror. You create an enemy for the people, and you
will be on the side of the people. They will feel the danger themselves. And when there’s no guarantee



of safety, terror will push most people to give up freedom in exchange for safety, accepting strict
regulations.”

“That’s right.” Hannes nodded and continued. “There’s no way of knowing why the government back
then chose this way of ruling the nation. Maybe they didn’t want to make the same mistake that was
made in history. However, some people discovered the truth about Mimok. The tricks of the
government were exposed—it became a scandal that could bring them down. The people of Gollum
were furious. They paraded, protested, and created a civilian resistance organization. It led to one
violent conflict after another, wanting to overthrow the government.

“When the internal conflict in Gollum was most heated, the galactic civilization came. They brought
along knowledge that could change the world. At that time, chaos appeared everywhere around the
world. Then war broke out, Gollum got invaded by their neighboring country. Gollum had focused too
much on the internal conflict. With the threat from both inside and outside the nation, the government
fell. The nation was invaded and taken over. Gollum died.”

“So, the Germinal Organization is Mimok.

“The current Germinal Organization leader was a citizen of Gollum. He was once a member of the
Gollum Civilian Resistance Organization.”

“Oh? The Gollum Civilian Resistance Organization should be an enemy of Mimok,” Han Xiao said in
surprise. “What’s his actual identity? What’s his name?”

Hannes shook his head and said, “That era was too long ago; the detailed identity can’t be found
anymore. What we know for sure is that the leader of the Germinal Organization was once just a
nobody. Gollum died, but Mimok survived. After getting out of government control, the leader of the
Mimok was ambitious. He turned the organization into a starving wolf looking for an opportunity in the
war.

“They were once active before the Old Era war. However, one day, Mimok suddenly disappeared. Then
only appearing again after a few years. And when they reappeared, they were called the Germinal
Organization. Their power expanded dozens of times; they became a shark from a shrimp. The original
Mimok leader was nowhere to be found. This is all the intel | could find.”

It got quiet, and they stared at each other.
“Seems like the leader took Mimok away,” Han Xiao said in a low voice.
Bennett was more concerned about another problem. “What happened to the other people of Gollum?”

“Some were killed by the nation that invaded Gollum, some changed their nationality, and the rest
became wanderers.” Hannes paused before saying, “Also... the nation that invaded Gollum is now called
Raylen.”

“So that’s what happened. Now we know the motive of the Germinal Organization leader being hostile
toward the Six Nations—revenge.” Han Xiao nodded.



Everyone had hope in their life. Hope would become a wish, and that wish would become a belief.
Different beliefs led to different paths that would clash with each other, resulting in conflicts and
possibly even war, the ultimate form of conflict.

The Germinal Organization was created from the Old Era. They had been at the front lines of the
conflict, yet not only did they still exist, they had even become stronger and stronger. The leader’s past
sounded legendary. From an ordinary person that no one had heard of, he became the leader of the
organization that could fight against the Six Nations. He sure did match up as one of the main characters
on Planet Aquamarine.

However, only the leader himself knew his actual thoughts and experiences.

At this time, the second round of missions of [New Era — Origin] appeared on the interface. It was the
same type of mission as the first round, consisting of many small missions to find clues around the
world. There was a total of nine missions. Han Xiao decided to use his old method, splitting them up and
giving to the players.

This hidden storyline is about digging through the history that was buried. The introduction says it will
have unknown impacts on Planet Aquamarine. Will something so astonishing appear and change
people’s knowledge of the entire world? Han Xiao guessed.

The basic reward of the second round was 800,000 EXP, and the grade reward was still unknown. The
first round of the mission had given the reward of five Dungeon Crystals of a large twenty-man dungeon,
the type that had save points and could go on for days. Large guilds would definitely be interested; Han
Xiao felt he could make a fortune from this.

After some chit chat, they went back to the convoy.
Han Xiao sat at the side and ate some dry food. Suddenly, he smelled a fragrance.

Hila came beside him, then said with a serious face, “We have already escaped. When are we going to
fetch my younger sister? I’'m very worried about her.”

Han Xiao ate the last piece of biscuit, wiped his mouth, and said, “We have to go back there in order to
fetch your sister. These people of Six Nations definitely won’t agree to us taking the risk.”

“Then we can go ourselves,” Hila said without hesitation.

Han Xiao shook his head. “If | go back, the leader might fight back again, and there will be more
trouble.”

Like Han Xiao had said at the start, fetching Aurora was very troublesome. However, splitting up was a
must—bringing Aurora along would have meant taking care of her and not being able to fight all out.
There would have been many restrictions, and Aurora might have faced danger, leaving openings for the
enemy. If the enemy had realized that the two of them were protecting Aurora and decided to focus
their attacks on Aurora, the two of them would have shown more flaws in the fight. They might not even
have made it out if they had brought her along.



Hila scowled at Han Xiao but did not say anything. They had been through life and death situations
together, so she believed that Han Xiao would not go back on his word.

Hila and Han Xiao could be considered comrades.

The Hila now was younger and more sentimental compared to the goddess of death in his memory, who
was ice cold and unpredictable. Han Xiao felt very joyful seeing the sentimental side of the person that
would become one of the strongest in the future.

Friends made during hard times would definitely be closer than those made after being successful.

He stood up, tapped Hila on her shoulder, and smiled. “Don’t worry, | have someone better to do the
job.”

Hila frowned. Honestly, she did not want an outsider to fetch her sister, but Han Xiao definitely had his
reasons for saying that. “Is that person trustworthy?”

Han Xiao touched his chin and nodded. “We are in a trading relationship; he has no reasons to be my
enemy, and his abilities are most suited for this task.”

Hila nodded. She chose to trust Han Xiao and stood to the side. Han Xiao took out his laptop and dialed
into a communication channel. After a few seconds, a voice came out of the laptop.

“Black Phantom?”
“It's me.” Han Xiao smiled and said, “How are you, Dion?”

“1 didn’t think you would find me at this moment. Aren’t you on the battlefield? News about you is all
over the place.” Dion was surprised. Han Xiao now had an astonishing level of influence, so his tone was
also a little gentler.

“Then you need to wait for the latest news,” Han Xiao said. “How’s business recently?”
“Quite good, many big customers are willing to spend at times of war.”

“I wanted to buy something from you,” Han Xiao said. “The Bonfire Reaction Furnace, PEO
Nanotechnology Fiber, and so on. | want to buy a few more units of these; money is not a problem. | will
give you a list later.”

Viper was done for, and Han Xiao wanted to build a new one. His skills had improved, so he wanted to
make an even stronger version.

As a Mechanic, he just had to build another one if the previous one was destroyed—that was how life
was.

“Sure,” Dion agreed immediately. “I’'m in Andrea, too. As you know, war is a business opportunity. You
decide on a location, and | will send the things. It’s best not to be anywhere near Ordina.”

“You're in Andrea? In that case, | have a small favor to ask of you.”
“What?”

“Help me fetch someone.”



Chapter 267: Exposed Intel, Turning Point of The War

It was dark and damp.
The rotten smell filled the air. The dark and cold air pierced into the bones.
In a pitch-black cave, a petite person cowered and shivered.

Aurora carefully tore open a bag of military use biscuits slowly, stopping after every bit of tearing,
worried that the sound might attract enemies. After opening the packaging, she took small bites on the
hard biscuits and took her time finishing them.

These sounds actually would not get out of the cave, but she kept Han Xiao’s reminder in mind and did
not dare to make any noise.

This is already the thirteenth meal, Aurora thought.

The passing of time could not be felt in the cave. She ate as soon as she was hungry and calculated the
time based on the number of meals she had.

A pair of bright eyes hid in the shadow, always looking toward the cave entrance.

In the cave, there was only a pile of resources, the sound of breathing and her beating heart, and the
wait in complete darkness.

A few days later, in the front lines of Stardragon camp on the South Battlefield of Andrea.
The convoy stopped inside the camp, and people waited in boredom.

Diana played with the fire sparks between her fingers for a while, then asked impatiently, “We have
waited for twenty-two hours, how much longer are we going to wait?”

“Be patient. Probably not much longer,” Han Xiao said with a cigarette in his mouth.

After breaking through the leader’s ambush, they went smoothly through the Germinal Organization’s
territory and came to the Six Nations’ territory. Their original destination had been a temporary base on
the southern battlefield, but Han Xiao had suddenly requested to stop at this place, saying that he had
to wait for someone.

Since they were already safe, the people of the Six Nations did not have any objections. They did not
leave because they had a mission, which was to monitor Han Xiao and give the intel to the Six Nations.
Since it was a very important matter, the Six Nations had to make sure of it.

At the side, Hila walked back and forth anxiously, continuously glancing at the entrance of the camp.

The soldiers passing by looked at them with admiration. They usually did not have the chance to see so
many high ranked people.

Suddenly, there was a commotion at the entrance of the camp.



Hila stopped in place and looked over nervously.

The guards opened the gate, and man in a hoodie held the hand of a little girl and walked in slowly. The
face of the little girl was pale and filled with curiosity. She looked left and right, and when she saw Hila,
she could not take her eyes away.

It was Dion and Aurora.

Hila walked forward with wide strides, hugged Aurora tightly in her arms, and only let go when Aurora
almost could not catch her breath. She squatted down, touched Aurora’s face, and looked at her
carefully. Seeing that Aurora was unhurt, she felt relieved immediately. Then she looked at Aurora’s pale
face and said apologetically, “I'm sorry, | will never leave you again.”

Aurora wiped her eyes with the back of her hand and smiled brightly.
The smile seemed to have lit up the entire world.
“l knew you would come to fetch me.”

Seeing that her younger sister was safe, Hila was so relieved that she suddenly felt that the wind was so
gentle and the sunlight was so warm.

It was the feeling of freedom.
At the other side, Dion looked for Han Xiao and said, “I didn’t disappoint.”

Dion’s invisibility ability was most suitable for sneaking into all sorts of dangerous places. He had found
Aurora with the coordinates that Han Xiao had given and brought her out. Ever since the ambush for
Han Xiao failed, the alert level of the Germinal Organization had dropped tremendously, so they had
escaped safely.

“Thanks.” Han Xiao nodded and smiled. “Sorry to let you take the risk, | owe you one for this.”

“Don’t have to. You saved me once—count this as my payback. It was not a big deal.” Dion waved his
hands. “Compared to you infiltrating the Germinal Organization’s headquarters, this is not considered a
risk at all.”

Han Xiao chatted for a while and started to get down to business. “Have you prepared the things | asked
for?”

“I have already ordered my subordinates to withdraw them from the warehouse according to your
request. They will be directly shipped to the Southern Continent. You can get them as soon as you go
back there.”

“Okay. | will pay you whatever’s needed by then.”
After they chatted for a while, Dion left. Diana said impatiently, “Can we go now?”

“In a bit.” Han Xiao walked toward Hila and Aurora. They were still talking. After he got closer, he heard
Aurora ask a question.

“Sis, where do we go now?” Aurora asked with anticipation on her face.



Hila suddenly paused.

That was right; they were free. Where should they go?

They did not have to work for anyone anymore. Where should they go in this big world?
Hila was lost.

“If you have nowhere to go, how about you come with me? My territory is very safe.” Han Xiao walked
over.

“With you?” Hila hesitated. She touched Aurora’s head.
She wanted to bring her sister to explore the world.

“Your sister was imprisoned for so long; her health is in very bad condition,” Han Xiao said. “Even if you
want to take her to places, at least her health condition needs to improve first.”

“You're right.” Hila’s face tightened. She agreed with Han Xiao’s point immediately. The priority now
was to improve her younger sister’s condition. She felt heartache every time she looked at how weak
and skinny Aurora was. Although she still had immeasurable hatred toward the Germinal Organization,
she was now focused on her younger sister and did not have any thought of taking revenge. She just
wanted to settle down with Aurora first.

She respected her younger sister’s opinion and asked Aurora, “What do you think?”

“Sounds great,” Aurora replied joyfully. After such a long time being imprisoned, everything in the
outside world was new and exciting to her.

Aurora suddenly thought of something. She said to Han Xiao timidly, “Thank you for saving me.”

Han Xiao smiled and did not say anything. He reached out his hands and pinched Aurora’s face, and
Aurora did not resist.

Hila looked at Han Xiao complicatedly.

Never had she thought that her younger sister would be saved by him. She did not know how she could
pay back for something so huge.

We’ll follow him for now then...

After a few days, they passed through a few camps and came to the temporary base in the southern
battlefield. The representatives of the Six Nations gathered in the meeting room and waited for Han
Xiao’s arrival.

After he settled Hila and Aurora down, the guards led Han Xiao into the meeting room. The focus
immediately turned to him as he entered.

The guards closed the gate.



These representatives were mostly strangers. Han Xiao only knew the Stardragon representative—Gu
Hui.

“Yo, everyone is here.” Han Xiao greeted casually. He pulled a chair with his leg and sat down casually
like he knew everyone.

The people present could not help but size him up. This was the first time that many of them had seen
Han Xiao with their own eyes. Thinking of the things that he had done, many felt admiration and fear.

The person in front of them was the one who had provided intel secretly all along. He had used the
hostility between the Six Nations and the Germinal Organization, rode along the waves, and become the
mastermind behind everything.

People like this were very dangerous.

Furthermore, according to the latest reports, Han Xiao had broken through the power ceiling and should
now be the strongest superhuman on the entire planet. From the Six Nations’ viewpoint, they definitely
feared someone so strong that belonged to another organization.

Dark Net had both Bennett, who was previously the strongest, and Han Xiao, who was now the
strongest. They had become a worrying organization no matter how the Six Nations looked at it.

Luckily, the Dark Net had always stayed neutral. At least that was good news.

Gu Hui knocked the table and said seriously, “Han Xiao, we fulfilled our side of the deal. It's now your
turn.”

“Come on, don’t we know each other? What’s with the formal tone?” Han Xiao said jokingly. “We
haven’t met in a long time. How have you been recently? Have you been promoted? Although it is easier
for you to be demoted rather than promoted in your position...”

Veins appeared on Gu Hui’s forehead. He knocked the table heavily. “Get! Down! To! Business!”

“Sigh, people nowadays don’t even want to chat. All they have in mind is serious talk—business, work,
and the future.” Han Xiao shook his head. “Life is about more than that.”

“That’s not the point. Why do you have so many things to talk about?” Gu Hui was frustrated.
Please respect the formal occasion!

The representatives of the nations’ mouths twitched. Han Xiao gave them a completely different feeling
compared to what they had imagined.

Shouldn’t the mastermind be ferocious, mysterious, and a man of a few words? What’s with the chitchat
with the Director-general of Division 13? What kind of mastermind is so friendly?

They could not see through him.

As they talked nonsense, Han Xiao was secretly observing the structure of the room. After he confirmed
there was no ambush or bug, he stopped talking nonsense immediately, took out a portable hard drive,
connected it to the computer, and showed the image on the big screen in the meeting room.



The secrets of the Germinal Organization were exposed one after another. All of their plans,
deployments, military power, and trump cards were exposed.

Chapter 268: Will You Love Me If | Am the Title...

The intelligence included the location of all the nuclear warheads that the Germinal Organization
possessed. The Hand of Death system would be of no use once these nuclear warheads were broken
down; the Germinal Organization would not even be able to make the Six Nations die with them.

His goal had been to give this intelligence to the Six Nations when he stole it from the Germinal
Organization Headquarters. The earlier the Germinal Organization was destroyed, the sooner he could
complete his A-grade main storyline mission, [Fall of the Germinal]. The progress at the moment was at
36.2%. His impact in the war to destroy the Germinal Organization would further grow after he provided
this intelligence, and the progress would likely increase once again.

The only intelligence he kept to himself was the class advancement knowledge. Han Xiao planned to sell
that to the players and make a large of profit. He was familiar with monopolizing.

The representatives of the Six Nations stood up in excitement.
“This os all classified information!”

“With this intelligence, the war can be ended early!”
“Amazing job!”

This intelligence brought unimaginable convenience to the Six Nations; it was like knowing all of the
enemy’s card when playing poker. The entire war was going to change with this intelligence.

The source of all this was Han Xiao, who sat at the end of the meeting table, picking his ears.
The representatives exchanged looks, and the atmosphere became quiet.

Han Xiao was very understanding. “Alright, | have already provided the intelligence. What you do with it
is up to you. | shall leave you guys to it.”

He stood up and left. After pushing the door open, he suddenly stopped, turned his head around, and
saw that the expressions of the people present were unchanged. Disappointed, he said, “There really
isn’t an ambush...”

The representatives’ mouth twitched.
Ambush? Do you not have any damn idea how strong you are?
We still want to live, damn it!

Gu Hui wiped his cold sweat. “The intelligence you provided is very important—it has helped us a lot.
We need to have an emergency meeting... so you should leave quickly.”



The situation of the expedition war changed drastically within a few days. The troops of the Six Nations
marched forward and defeated the enemy easily like they were on steroids. The Germinal Organization
was at a disadvantage on every battlefield. Then it snowballed, and they started showing signs of
collapsing, their territory becoming ever smaller.

The entire planet was paying attention to the war and got shocked by the sudden change. After some
research, they came to know that Han Xiao had given the intelligence that he stole to the Six Nations.

When Han Xiao’s real identity was exposed some time ago, he had been surrounded, so it had become
the focus of the battle between the Germinal Organization and the Six Nations. Being in the center, it
was like Han Xiao was in the eye of the storm, surrounded by stronger winds. At that time, the head-on
battles all over Andrea had all reached a climax. The large number of troops of the Germinal
Organization had been stalled by the Six Nations with all their might, so they did not have enough
troops, and their ranged missiles were all blocked by the Six Nations.

The organizations could already tell at that time that, if Han Xiao could escape, the entire situation
would be changed.

As expected, he became the turning point of the entire war.

The person who triggered the war secretly was him, and the person who was going to end the war was
also him. The organizations were all astonished.

His legendary status is indeed well deserved!

Having the upper hand in the war, the Six Nations started to report the situation of the war within the
nations, spreading the word that the war was going to end and comforting the civilians. The civilians of
the nations were relieved, and the nations felt the pressure on them lessen.

Of course, the media undoubtedly exaggerated the negative things that the Germinal Organization had
done. Although the name of the Germinal Organization was already bad enough, they still made it worse
out of habit, emphasizing that the expedition was an act of justice, and it was to protect the homes and
the nations.

The players in Planet Aquamarine felt the change of the war themselves. The most obvious and direct
impact was that the missions became fewer.

With Han Xiao’s influence, the conflict between the Six Nations and the Germinal Organization had
broken out ahead of schedule, so the impact of the players on the storyline was minimized. What they
could do was negligible, but at least they had things to do. However, as the war became more one-
sided, they did not even have the chance to do anything at all anymore; the players could now only
watch as things happen.

The players belonging to the Germinal Organization were the exception. They had more missions... and
they failed them more often.

Even with the increased number of missions, they still seemed to be at a loss considering how often they
failed.



The players of both sides fought many times. The players of the Six Nations were gloating, and the
players of the Germinal Organization were crying.

Why! Why does Black Phantom keep hurting us?

You are full of love toward the other players, but we have no benefit at all!
Why were we born in the Germinal Organization!

The piece of sh*t Germinal Organization, give me back my youth!

Han Xiao’s activities in the war were all exposed, a passionate player edited these videos into a short
film and shared it on the forums. It received very positive feedback.

However, the last battle was not in the short film. No players had been present during the leader’s
ambush battle, so there were not any recordings. The players could not help but feel that there was
something missing.

Therefore, Bun-hit-dog, who was the source of ‘first hand Black Phantom information’ was affected as
well. His personal page was raided by the players.

“What happened to first-hand information? Shame!”
“Lousy host, subscribed!”

As words spread all over the outside world, Han Xiao had already boarded the return plane and left
Andrea, returning to the Southern Continent together with Hila, Andrea, Bennett, and the others.

Stepping out of the cabin, the warm air of the Southern Continent blew against his face, brushing away
the feeling of war in his chest. Han Xiao squinted with comfort and took a deep breath. The exhaustion
in his mind was eased.

He had spent the most time in the Southern Continent, so it had a sense of familiarity like he was
returning to his home. He felt very relaxed.

Hila held hands with Aurora and walked off the plane. Aurora was full of excitement and kept looking
around. Everything in the outside world was fresh to her, and she could not get enough of it.

“I shall go back to Sanctuary One first. There are some matters that need to be taken care of,” Bennett
said and left with his people.

Hannes and Vernina nodded at Han Xiao and left together as well. Only Han Xiao, Hila, and Aurora were
left.

Coming to the Southern Continent, Hila suddenly remembered, when the Germinal Organization
retreated from the Southern Continent, she had fought with Han Xiao before and was hurt. She had
even decided to get revenge.

She had never thought that things would turn out to be how they were now.



“Where’s your territory?” Hila asked.

His territory was none other than the sanctuary. Han Xiao remembered that the early stage construction
had been completed when he left, so he wondered how things were progressing since he had been
away for so long.

At night, Sanctuary Three was still bright as day.

A group of tough looking man dressed like refugees crossed the alleys in the residential area. They
seemed to be up to no good.

These people were robbers and entered Sanctuary Three disguised as refugees.

As Sanctuary Three became larger, its name spread further, so some robbers had malicious ideas. After
they knew that the Sanctuary Three had a large amount of resources, some people got greedy and
decided to take the risk.

As they passed by an intersection, they heard people having a conversation. These people hastily hid in
the alley, waited for the group of players to pass by, and then started to move again.

“There are too many Inhumans here. It's better to be more careful,” one of them said.

The leader of the robbers was a rough man with a crooked mouth. He spat thick phlegm onto the floor
as he heard what the other man said. “Inhumans are all disgusting monsters.”

A part of the locals of the Planet Aquamarine spurned the Inhumans and looked at them as a different
species, but of course, their deepest emotion was that they envied the fact that Inhumans were
undying.

“We just need to rob a few resources from the warehouse, and we will be rich.”

A few tens of meters behind these robbers, Frenzied Sword, Hao Tian, Maple Moon, and Bun-hit-dog
were following them discreetly. They had discovered these suspicious ‘refugees’ by chance, triggered an
urgent mission that required them to track these people, and followed secretly.

“They have thirty-four people, average LV 10, only one small BOSS, and the rest are minions,” Bun-hit-
dog said quietly.

“They all have yellow names. Not sure if they are enemies,” Maple Moon said.

If they killed residents of the sanctuary by mistake, their relationship with the sanctuary would drop.
They followed behind patiently and came to near the warehouse.

The warehouse was heavily guarded, and armed men of Dark Net patrolled the place. These robbers hid
in the dark. The man with a crooked mouth looked at his watch rapidly and said quietly, “When the guy
that bombs the power plant succeeds, all the electricity in this area will be cut off. We will grab the
resources in the chaos then.”

Chapter 269: The Players Here Are Super Welcoming



It was ten minutes past the planned time, but the power plant still did not explode, so the robbers were
getting anxious.

“Did the guy bombing the power plant get caught? It’s been so long, and there’s no update.” The
crooked mouth man called many times, but no one picked up.

The others wanted to back away.

“The plan is exposed. We should quickly leave. If the guy bombing the power plant got caught, he will
give us up.”

The crooked mouth man’s eyes were vicious. “What are you panicking for? We have to take risks if we
want to be rich. We can’t come here for nothing!”

These robbers were obviously very weak yet daring... in short, suicidal.

They waited a while more and finally found an opportunity when there was only one patrolling guard at
this side of the gate.

The crooked mouth man pointed at one of his subordinates and said, “You, go assassinate that guard!”

The guy who got pointed at stepped forward unwillingly and approached the guard cautiously on
tiptoes. His hands held onto the handle of the dagger at the back of his waist, shivering nervously and
sweating continuously.

Although the enemy was just one patrol guard, he was armed.

The guard turned and saw a shadow sneaking into within twenty meters. He immediately yelled, “Who’s
there!”

The subordinate was shocked. He hastily stood up straight and nervously stammered, “I—I'm just
passing by!”

He then ran back and said sadly, “Boss, | was discovered.”

“Useless!” the crooked mouth man angrily said. He pulled out a self-made humble handgun from his
waist, passed it to another subordinate, and yelled, “You go! The effective range of this handgun is
twenty-five meters. Kill that guard!”

The subordinate swallowed his saliva and headed over sneakily with the handgun.

When he was at about twenty meters away, the guard discovered a shadow again.

“Who’s there this time?”

The subordinate was shocked. “I—I’'m out for a walk!”

The guard saw the outline of the handgun and, alarmed, asked, “What’s that in your hand?”

“Th—This...”



The subordinate suddenly had an idea. He looked up and put the handgun near his eyes then said with
panic, “This is a pair of binoculars fo—for me to watch the moon.”

Then he ran back, too.

On the other side, Frenzied Sword and the others were confused. What were these people going back
and forth for?

The crooked mouth man was furious. “Useless! All of you are useless! Give me the gun. | will do it
myself!”

The crooked mouth man snatched the handgun and walked quickly toward the guard. The guard was
already alert because of what had happened. He immediately yelled, but when he had only said one
word, the crooked mouth man fired. The bullet hit the guard’s shoulder. The guard yelled in agony and
fell back onto the ground. The crooked mouth man fired two more times. The guard was severely
injured and had no ability to fight anymore.

“Quickly, go in and take the things,” the crooked mouth man said. The subordinates all rushed over. This
time, the names of these robbers became red in the eyes of Frenzied Sword and the rest. The mission
requirement changed to catching these robbers alive and giving them to the guards of the sanctuary.

It was easy to deal with now that they were enemies—players were most familiar with fighting.

Hao Tian led the way, Frenzied Sword was right behind, and the other two followed—the four of them
all dashed out. The robbers were all shocked. They hastily wanted to take out their weapons to fight
back, but half of them were defeated in an instant.

“Inhumans, they are all Inhuman!”

The four of them defeated those robbers with ease. The crooked mouth man was the last one left. He
held his handgun, shivering, and acted tough. “Don’t come here, or | will shoot... | really will shoot!”

Suddenly, the ground started shaking. More than ten red dots appeared in the dark and closed in
quickly, showing themselves. It was six Generation 2.5 Rangers. They surrounded the scene, their black
muzzles locked onto the people present.

In important locations like warehouses and power plants, the true protection was the Rangers that Han
Xiao had built, which were on standby at all times. As soon as they detect a gunshot or anyone
unauthorized entering the area, they would activate combat mode, striking instantly like awakened
beasts.

Sanctuary Three was Han Xiao’s territory, so it was heavily guarded, not a place that just anyone could
mess with!

The change was sudden, and the people were stunned.

Frenzied Sword recognized that the Rangers had been built by Han Xiao, and Bun-hit-dog said hurriedly,
“Don’t shoot, we are allies...”

However, as soon as the Rangers were activated, they would kill everyone within the area. Furthermore,
the Rangers did not have a voice recognition function.



The next second, bullets rained upon them, and all of them were killed in an instant.

The chips of the Rangers were connected to the alarm system of the sanctuary. A patrolling team arrived
at the scene shortly after the Rangers stopped firing. They cleaned up the scene and sent their injured
ally to the hospital.

Frenzied Sword and the others revived at the square and looked at each other, upset.
Not only was the mission requirement of catching them alive failed, but they had also died.

The square was a lively area. The players set up stores and requested to team up, and tens of thousands
of players gathered there, day or night.

“Sigh, there aren’t any good missions to do. Han Xiao’s not been here for so many days. | miss him.”
Frenzied Sword shook his head upset.

“Exactly,” Bun-hit-dog said with a bitter face, “l don’t even have any material for new episodes of my
show and have been receiving tons of complaints on the forums. It would be even worse if not for you
and God Hao being my guests.”

Hao Tian was a man of few words; he nodded as a reply. Maple Moon had already gone to the fair to
shop. The passion for shopping in women was the same even in the game.

This time, the four of them realized something and looked up at the same time.

Whoosh!

The sound of a helicopter came from the sky far away, getting louder and louder. The searchlight
showed the location of the helicopter, and it landed on the helipad in the sanctuary. Very soon, a
commotion started in that area, and players headed over continuously.

The players in the square closed their stores one after another and rushed over in excitement.
The wave of people headed toward the helipad.

Black Phantom had returned!

As soon as he walked down the plane, Han Xiao noticed the countless players standing in the streets
near the helipad, all looking at him with curiosity and welcoming him.

Wow, the treatment is not bad at all.
Han Xiao was surprised. He wondered if he should thank them for their efforts but decided not to.
The players were so welcoming it felt like he was back home, he really liked this place.

The heads of the sanctuary had all been notified of his return long ago. Huang Yu was waiting, and he
immediately walked over to report the situation. “Following your plan, more areas of the sanctuary have



finished their construction. The war made quite a number of wanderers join the sanctuary. There are
now more than 23,000 residents.”

“Tell me something that | don’t already know.” Han Xiao raised his palm and stopped him. He could see
the construction progress in his mission log, so there was no need for any further elaboration.

“There were not any accident overall, but we just discovered a small group of thieves just now that
seemed to want to rob our warehouse,” Huang Yu immediately replied. “They were killed by the guard
robots.”

“Okay, strengthen the selection process of refugees. Don't let just anyone enter, anything else?”

Huang Yu hesitated and said, “One more thing, Inhumans have been fighting each other regularly,
damaging public property. Shall we...”

Han Xiao’s eyes sparkled.

What Huang Yu referred to was PVP (Player vs Player). This was something that the players loved to do,
and it definitely could not be banned. The Great Mechanic Han had a flash of an inspiration.

“Get some men and build a large arena in the next few days.”
Huang Yu was stunned.
Arena?

This is a sanctuary. What's the use of an arena in a sanctuary? To have performances for the refugees?
They might not even have a filling meal. Isn’t that a waste of space and resources?

Huang Yu could only hold himself from giving his suggestion, but Han Xiao shook his head and said,
“Your thought process is too rigid. The Inhumans have too much energy. The arena will give them a
place to use that energy. We can sell tickets and earn back what we spent on it. Not only are we building
the arena, but we are also going to encourage the Inhumans to fight in the arena, then create a fair
betting system with our guarantee and earn handling fees. Won’t that gain us profit?”

Huang Yu opened his mouth and said in confusion, “Then why don’t we just dedicate an area for them
to fight?”

Han Xiao’s face turned serious. “Damn it, are you in charge or am | in charge? Trying to revolt on the first
day | return? Tsk tsk, you’d better be careful, or | will...”

Huang Yu was covered in sweat
Okay, you’re the boss, whatever you say.

Making profit was not the main reason to build the arena. What was more important was that it was
another step toward the Players’ Main City plan; it was a function that it must have. The more the
players enjoyed PVP, the more they would like the arena. The players would also have a stronger sense
of belonging to Sanctuary Three.

Furthermore, the long-term goal of this action was to host the future Galaxy Pro League!



Chapter 270: Main City Action Plan

The pro league consisted of many competition modes. The arena would of course be most suitable for
Challenges, which was a contest where the winner remained on stage and the loser left, and Singles,
one-on-one battles. According to Han Xiao’s experience, with an already built arena, there was quite a
high chance that the pro league would be hosted there. After all, the arenas for the planet divisions of
the first pro league in his previous life had been built last minute by the players themselves. Although it
sounded very pathetic, the players had enjoyed the DIY process.

If the pro league were to be hosted in his territory, the position of ‘Main City’ would become firmer. It
would also bring in a large number of people, and these were all potential customers in Han Xiao’s eyes.
He was aiming to make a huge fortune during the pro league, and the temporary enhancement drugs
that he had would definitely sell very well in such situations.

However, there was a small problem—the pro league would only be hosted around the time when the
first batch of players reached LV60. He had to stay on Planet Aquamarine for quite some time if he
wanted to wait for the pro league to start.

I shall consider it as preparation for heading into the galaxy. Plus, | have to wait for opportunities as well.

It was not easy to leave the planet. None of the novice planets in Version 1.0 had an official route into
the galaxy. He could think of many simple ways to leave one of those novice planets that had more
contact with Galactic Civilizations, such as Planet Winterfrost—the Space Devil Species had galactic
battleships, and Han Xiao was confident that he would have been able to wrangle one of these.

On Planet Aquamarine, on the other hand, the nations could not even build a spaceship, so his chances
were extremely low.

However, it was not completely hopeless. When he decided to leave Planet Aquamarine in Version 1.0,
he had started searching for clues in his memory, and after thinking for very long, he did discover a few
extreme cases that might give him a chance. However, he had to wait for these events to occur
naturally—only then would he have a chance.

Therefore, he did indeed have time to wait for the pro league to start.

By then, the highest-level players will mostly have reached LV 60. | should still be LV 70 if | can’t find any
suitable subclasses.

Han Xiao was not worried at all. His strength had exceeded the version, and he had the BOSS model. If
the players had any malicious intent, he could easily defeat a forty-man team.

The other organizations would be stunned once the players became stronger. They would see
‘Inhumans’ as very dangerous, and the situation of Planet Aquamarine would change again.

Only he would remain steady.

Aurora hid behind Hila timidly. It was the first time that she had seen so many people at once. She was
shocked and could not get used to it.



“This is your territory?” Hila raised her eyebrows. She was a little surprised. She had not expected there
to be so many Inhumans there, and it seemed like Han Xiao was very influential to the Inhumans, but
she could not understand why.

The players crowded around because Han Xiao had attracted way too much attention recently. The
Planet Aquamarine panel in the forums was very popular, and the players in the sanctuary all wanted to
look at him closely.

There were players all along the path looking at him from all directions with passion and thirst in their
eyes. He almost felt like he was being paraded. He felt that these players might all have pounced at him
at once if not for the guards opening a path.

It was finally quiet when they returned to the areas for high-ranked officials of the sanctuary.

Han Xiao settled Hila and Aurora down and said, “Huang Yu, arrange two rooms for them. They will be
staying here from now on...”

He then rethought it and said, “Never mind, one room is enough.”
“Please follow me.” Huang Yu brought them away.

After they left, he was the only one in the room. Han Xiao lay in bed and rested for a while. He then
closed the door and windows, locked himself in the study, took out a pen, and wrote the focus of the
upcoming plans.

Since he was preparing to leave the planet, he had to list down all sorts of opportunities on Planet
Aguamarine. He even wrote down the details of the opportunities for him to leave the planet. He edited
and added details again and again to prevent missing any details.

“... therefore, | need to get more EXP from the players in Planet Aquamarine as, for a short period after
leaving the planet, there won’t be any chances to meet players. Also, for me to maintain my influence, |
have to improve the Players’ Main City as much as | can, filling in more functions, improving
transportation, so that the players in the main city will be reminded of me every once in a while. | might
as well build a statue to remind them...”

He then burnt the paper to ashes, not leaving any clues behind. It was already late night, but Han Xiao
headed toward another building. This was the special residence that he had given to Frenzied Sword and
the other three players. No other players received such treatment.

Frenzied Sword was the only one in the room. He has been waiting for Han Xiao, and when he saw Han
Xiao, he bounded up to him immediately with joy.

“Only you?” Han Xiao looked around, then casually created a simple mission with rich rewards and gave
it to Frenzied Sword.

Finally!
Frenzied Sword was overjoyed.

It was better to follow Black Phantom after all. The mission requirement was so fun. He just had to sing
and dance to get EXP. The other missions were so much more boring in comparison.



The pro league was going to happen, and Han Xiao planned to raise these players that he was closer to
so that they would perform better in the league.

Han Xiao was very generous to them since they helped him as well. At the same time, if they had more
stable achievements, the other players would have a stronger belief that following him was beneficial.

His mission reward quota increased too, so it could satisfy the needs of more players.

Single Mission EXP Reward Quota: 115,160

The daily quota was seven times of the single mission quota—which came from the basic multiplier of
five and two from his Legendary Points—about 800,000 EXP. It was very high, and even Han Xiao himself
was tempted. It would be great if he could give the EXP quota to himself. In that case, he would not have
to worry about EXP at all. Sadly, it did not work that way.

Sigh, still have to get EXP from the players.

After spending a day settling several cumbersome issues, the resources from Dion arrived. Han Xiao
locked himself in the workshop right after to go on a building streak and arrange what he had earned.

The Mechanic class advancement knowledge from the Germinal Organization is [Nerves Connection].
This is knowledge that is very important to the Mechanic class; it revolutionized the control mode of
machinery. By inputting programs into the chip, orders can be made by reading the signal from the brain.
The process of thinking is much faster than talking or hand signs.

By spending eight Potential Points, he maxed out [Nerves Connection] to Lv.5. Basic knowledge required
one Potential Point to level up, advanced knowledge required two, and it increased as the knowledge
became more advanced, requiring more and more potential points. Therefore, Han Xiao had been
keeping his Potential Points and only spending them to level up important knowledge.

The first task was to build a new mechanical suit. Han Xiao did not plan to duplicate according to the
[Viper] blueprint. He wanted to innovate freely from that basis and create an enhanced combat suit. He
already had some ideas.

A large number of parts and resources were placed near the workstation. Han Xiao counted them,
rubbed his hands, and showed a confident smile.

Let’s begin.

On the seventh day...

Whoosh!



With the sound of leaked cold air, the metal cooling box opened. Inside was a strong transparent
cylinder box filled with a light-blue liquid. Han Xiao got rid of the liquid used to cool down the
temperature and sped up the fusion process. A brand new combat suit could be seen, still giving out
cold steam.

It’s finally complete. That was tiring.

Han Xiao was excited. He rubbed his cheeks strongly to ease the slight exhaustion from not sleeping
during the previous nights.

The new combat suit used the same inner core concept as Viper, with PE-0 Nanotechnology Fiber and
muscle in between, still providing enhanced Strength and Dexterity, and he did not miss out on any of
the original weapon modules.

The outlook had the same style as Viper—dark black with flashes of blue light from the energy pipes, a
complicated, precise streamlined shape—with some changes. Its size was bigger, and it had more
obvious edges, like protruding scales, giving off an entirely different feeling.

If Viper felt like a hunting small venomous snake, the new combat suit felt like a black mamba stalking
its prey in the dark, waiting to unleash a lethal strike.

Ferocious!
Sinister!
Han Xiao would only have needed three days to duplicate Viper, but he spent seven days this time.

The remaining four days were all spent on enhancing. The performance, armor, energy source, and
modules were all improved!



