air was nice and crisp. Fall was
fas 'r than Doris could register. She lovec
Ilng of autumn in the air. She loved the
days and falling leaves. It was hard to mn
when her mind felt so far away from her.

Her heart was a dull ache in her chest as the

| scene from the bedroom kept playing over
over again just to make her feel worse and d

~ herself. Maybe she was a horrible parent that

 couldn't be trusted with her own child.

| Was she doing everything wrong? Perhaps he
fears the last nine months were right. She was
‘meant to be a mother. ’




Leaves crunched under her feet, scenery passed

i her faster than light. She owned this forest when |
"she raced through.

ordella led her through the trees, always knowln |
st where to step so she didn't fall through ore
rown from her high. A




did. | would have refused unle:

o .
ger i

elghed and laid her wolf body agai
. "I think | needed this. | felt so cramped
palace. Even though | was free, | wasn't [_ Iy

here was always someone near by to suffocate

e's something | wanted to show you, Doris

>ordelia said gently. "Something I've been h¢

ck from you since we first met because | dic
ou were ready then, but | thmk you
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above water, othe

help you if it gets too bad.”
"What are you even talking about—"

Doris suddenly felt a weird spark flare inside her.
She jumped up at the feeling that started at het
 toes and went all the way through every inch of
her. It felt as if she was electrocuted for :
moment.




.

'S t'one was louder than -‘a'lf
oated away from her. She closed her eyes tight!
ind decided to focus on the least exhausting

sound of it all.
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The water stream slowly started to drown out the

Bl
fo

sounds of the travelers arguing and the animals

i

fighting off in the distance. It emptied out the
‘sounds as if they were no more, but somehow :

knew they were still there if she wanted them to

vas proud of Doris.
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‘Cordelia explained. Doris started to ventu
the hill towards the palace again. |

"Now, let me show you something a |

before we get back."







