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“‘Maybe there will be a reminder at a certain point in time. There might be an answer on
these stars,” Nicole said.

Ike and Harvey looked upward to study it carefully. “Look, there's the Big Dipper in the
Milky Way.” Ike pointed with his finger. “The answer should be in the Big Dipper,” Nicole
said with confidence. “As far as | know, ancient people determine the seasons
according to the position of the seven stars of the Big Dipper with the bucket handle
east pointing, indicating the arrival of spring, the bucket handle south pointing, the
arrival of summer, the bucket handle west pointing, fall harvest, the bucket handle north
pointing, all things hide in the winter. It is likely that this level was made using this theory
because few people abroad know about it, and it is evident that the owner of this
experience center is a local.”

“‘Makes sense. Let's study it.” Harvey looked up with a serious face.
The Milky Way disappeared all of a sudden, and the time compass reappeared. Ten
minutes had passed, and they would fail if they had not completed the level in another

twenty minutes.

“Let's all take a closer look,” Nicole said.

The Milky Way reappeared, and the three of them concentrated on studying the
mysteries of the Big Dipper. After a long while of examination, Nicole found that there
was a bucket handle in the south, east, north, and west, and it seemed to be necessary
to choose one of these four bucket handles.

“Do you see anything, Mr. Ellison?” Ike did not understand the theory of the ancients, so
he could not read it.

Harvey took a deep breath, then spoke with a thoughtful look. “According to my analysis
, the seven stars of the Big Dipper are brighter in the south, and the passage should be
the mirror door that the south finger of the bucket handle points to.”

He did not forget to look to Nicole for confirmation.” What do you think, Nicole?” “I also
think it's the mirror door pointed to by the southern finger of the bucket handle.”

Harvey instantly looked up at Ike cockily. “Am | right?” “But | see it differently than you
do. | didn‘t think that when | saw that bright south finger of the bucket handle; | think this
level is designed according to the actual season outside. Now it is summer outside, so
the mirror door pointed by the south finger of the bucket handle




should be the passage through the level,” Nicole said. “Nicole has a point, too.” Harvey
knew for sure that Nicole‘s analysis was more accurate. “Then let's go into that mirrored
door, shall we?” Ike looked at the two of them.

“Okay.” Nicole led the way in.

As they came in front of the mirror door, Nicole looked back at them. “Are you guys sure
you want to come in with me?”

The two of them nodded and looked at Nicole with serious faces.

“Good.” Nicole pushed open the door and stepped inside. Inside was dark, and there
was a glimmer of light gradually becoming visible as they went further. Nicole felt
relieved at the sight of the light; she knew the next level must be ahead. Sure enough,
as they walked out, they came to the second level.

“Yes! We're through.” Harvey and Ike happily raised their thumbs at Nicole.

“‘Don‘t get too happy too soon. There is a second level waiting for us.” Nicole looked at
the level in front of her and had no joy to speak of. She really could not understand why
she agreed to ke earlier.

“Let's go and see what's on the second level.” Nicole remained at the front.

The second level was brightly lit, so it did not feel so scary. The three of them stood in
an empty space where there was no equipment, no hints, not even a door. “Where's the

door? How come there's nothing there?” Harvey looked around and saw nothing.

“This level is kind of fun.” Nicole looked around with interest. It would be a waste of time
for her if there was no difficulty in the game.

“What do you mean? How do you get through with nothing?” Harvey looked at Nicole.
“‘Maybe there's everything here. We just can‘t see it,” Nicole said.
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“Miss Riddle has a point. Some things just can‘t be seen, but that doesn‘t mean they
don't exist.” Ike agreed with what Nicole said.

“Feel the surrounding walls,” Nicole said. The three split up and felt the walls. As the
wall was also white, it was impossible to tell what was in the walls by just looking with
the naked eye. So they could find clues by touching them.




Nicole gently pressed the wall, and a layer of stairs appeared out of thin air in front of
her. She stepped on it and pressed again at the top. Then there was another layer of
stairs. She had found the pattern and continued doing it. Before long, she had reached
a height of about one and a half floors.

Meanwhile, lke also found on his side the same stairs that Nicole had found.

“You're all up there. What can | do?” Harvey looked up at the two of them above.

“You keep looking for clues down there,” Nicole said.

Nicole reached up and came into contact with a square brick that sank in. She looked
inside and saw a glowing object. She pressed it, and a beam of light shot out at the

brick in front of lke.
“Put your hand on the brick with the light spot,” Nicole shouted to Ike.

Ike put his hand on the brick, as Nicole said, and inside was a prism mirror. He adjusted
the angle of the prism and the beam was refracted to the wall in the middle.

“See there? We need to get there,” Ike said to Nicole.

Nicole could not take her hand off now, or the beam would disappear. So she looked
down at Harvey. “See if there are any clues on the ground, Harvey.” Harvey looked
carefully at the ground. “There's nothing.”

“There's nothing?” Nicole fell into thought.

“There's a square tile with a pattern here!” Harvey shouted.

“Step on it,” Nicole instructed.

Harvey stepped on it, and the bricks fell off. He lost his balance and fell to the ground,
one foot stuck into the hole left by the brick. Nicole and Ike were shocked, and both
thought Harvey had injured his foot. “Are you alright , Harvey ?” Nicole asked nervously
and was about to get down from above to check on him. “I'm fine. No need to come
down.” He calmed himself down, slowly pulled his right foot out, and stood back up.

A small trap scared the daylights out of Harvey and Ike. Nicole was surprised but not
frightened. “Stop stepping on the patterned square tiles. Check if there are other styles
of square tiles?” Nicole said.

Harvey looked ahead. “There , in front of the patterned brick, is a round brick.” “Don‘t
you step on it this time? Try pressing it with your hand.”




Harvey went over and squatted down, pressed hard with his hand, and the square tile
rose from the floor to a height.

“Find the same pattern and put your hand on it, then walk over to the square tile the
beam is shining on and press it,” Nicole said.

Harvey followed Nicole's instruction and pressed on the tile that formed an S—shaped
passage below. He came under the square tile that the beam was shining on, and with
a gentle press, a door appeared out of thin air on the white, gapless wall.

Harvey was going to open the door, and surprisingly, saw a four—digit combination on it.
“There's a four—digit combination lock.”

Ike observed for a while and shouted to Harvey, “How much time did it take us to get
from the first level to here?

Harvey glanced at his watch. “Twenty minutes and thirty four seconds.”
“Try entering that number!” ke shouted.

Harvey entered the numbers and pressed, but the combination lock did not open. “The
code isn‘t right.” 1
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“Ike, how many floors do you have over there?” Nicole asked.

“My side has eight floors.”

“Harvey, how many stone pillars do you have over there in total?”

“Fifteen.”

“Try 6815,” Nicole said, looking at Harvey.

Harvey keyed the numbers in and pressed, then the door lock opened with a click.
“The door is open.Come on down.”

Harvey pushed open the door and walked out first while Nicole and Ike followed in
tandem.

“This experience center is really kind of fun.I’'m liking it here.”




Harvey suddenly got excited and walked in front eagerly.

They had arrived at the third level, with paintball guns placed on both sides and a voice
announcement ringing out all of a sudden.”Welcome to the third level, ‘Shoot or Die”
Players need to wear protective equipment and carry weapons before entering.”

Nicole looked at the equipment and weaponry, skillfully put them on, and took up the
weapon.She then looked at the two of them, who were struggling to put on the
protective gear.

“You guys take your time.I’'m going in to check it out.”

With that, Nicole headed inside.

“Nicole, aren’t you going to wait for us?” Harvey asked, worried that she could not
handle the situation on her own.

“You guys are too slow.” Nicole continued moving in.noveteBook.¢om
There were many covers inside.

Nicole came behind one to observe the situation on the other side.

After a long while, she still did not hear or see any movement, so she moved forward
quietly.Then she heard a rustle of footsteps behind her.She drew her weapon and
aimed it back behind her.

“‘Don’t shoot.It’'s me,” Harvey said in a whisper.
“What's up ahead?” Harvey asked Nicole.

“It's not clear.It’s all quiet.l suggest you two move back to back in one place in case the
enemy sneaks up on you.” Nicole helped them out with their moves.

Harvey and Ike looked at each other.

“‘No problem.”

“What do we do now?” ke asked.

“See that cover-up ahead? You two quietly feel your way over,” Nicole said.
“Okay.”

Making a gesture, the two men felt their way to the cover diagonally opposite Nicole.




After watching them both arrive safely, Nicole made a forward gesture, and the three of
them advanced in two directions.

Suddenly there were paintballs shot at them, and Nicole quickly ducked.She then
gestured to Harvey to hold his hat up with his gun, which Harvey did.

Nicole saw the timing and found the exact spot where the shot was fired and got rid of
the shooter.

With one obstacle out of the way, they could now move forward.

Nicole looked at the cover slightly up ahead and slid up behind it with a lie slide, and the
paintballs missed her.

Harvey and Ike were stunned as they watched Nicole perform the action so
skillfully. They did not expect Nicole to be that good.

“I will cover.You guys run forward fast,” Nicole said to them.She took out a smoke
grenade and threw it while telling them to run and open fire at the enemy.

The scene was filled with the sound of gunfire from both sides in a fierce battle.

After Harvey and Ike came behind the cover, they also fired at the opposite side, taking
out two people in the chaos.

If counting the ones Nicole had taken out, their team had taken out six people.

“‘How much farther is the base camp up ahead, Nicole?” Harvey asked.
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“We’ve gone about ten meters.This is an indoor game; this place shouldn’t be very
large.l reckon the other side’s base camp is another twenty meters or so up ahead.”
Nicole said as she looked back.

Thanks to Nicole, Harvey and Ike could make it this far, which was something they
definitely could not achieve by themselves.

“You guys continue to fire down there while I’'m going to find a high ground.” Nicole left
at once.

“Hey, where are you going?” Harvey called out as Nicole went, but it was to no avail.




Nicole came to slightly higher ground with a good view of the entire area under the
opponent’s fire.To her surprise, there was a large area up ahead.

Because there was a fog made of dry ice, it was not possible to see the exact
situation.Her paintball gun could not snipe, so she could only shoot at the nearby
enemies, then return to the ground.

Just as she was about to push forward again, Nicole heard the sound of footsteps.

“Why did they come up so fast?”

As the footsteps got closer, Nicole put her gun behind her back.The next second, a
person wearing enemy gear came into view.

With no hesitation, she slammed the enemy to the ground, taking the enemy out by
pulling off the blood bar on his body.

Nicole released him and was ready to move forward when the man attacked Nicole from
behind again.She sensed it and subdued him again with a reverse takedown.

“You're dead.No more attacks.” Nicole kindly reminded him.

“Who said | was dead?”

The man sounded icy and did not look like he was the staff of the experience
center.Just as Nicole was distracted, the man broke free of Nicole’s grip and took out
his dagger to thrust at Nicole again.She could see that he was holding an actual knife,

and after meeting his eyes, she realized that this man was an assassin.

Nicole quickly dodged and was not hurt.She then kicked away the attacker’s dagger,
grabbed his wrist, and threw him to the ground.

The man resisted, so Nicole broke his wrist.
The scream of the man attracted fire from the other side.

Nicole hurriedly hid under the cover, stepped on the assassin’s wrist, and asked, “Who
sent you? How many of you have come?”

The assassin did not answer, and Nicole stepped harder on his wrist.He grimaced in
pain.

“All I know is to get rid of you, nothing else.” The man did not look like he was lying, so
she lifted her foot.

“Get out of here, or | will make sure you die here.”noveleBook.¢om




The assassin scrambled to his feet and ran outside.

Nicole watched on and found that he did not look at all like a real assassin.She looked
back, trying to locate Harvey and lke, but they were nowhere to be seen.

Nicole knew that there might be other dangerous people in the venue and decisively
moved back to find Harvey and Ike.

There were still paintballs coming from the front, so Nicole had to deal with them first
before going to Harvey and Ike.She got serious by grabbing her paintball gun and
sprinting forward with a burst of energy, perfectly dodging all the paintballs shot at her
and clearing the obstacles in front of her with a few shots.

Harvey and Ike, still unaware of what was going on, remained prostrate as they moved
forward.

Suddenly, a figure came from a distance toward Ike.

The two of them picked up their guns and shot at the incoming man.But when the man
did not fall, Harvey wondered.

“He has been shot multiple times. Why is he still coming forward?”
‘I don’t know.What should we do?” Ike asked.

“Run, or when he comes over, we both die.”
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Another figure blocked their way, reaching for Harvey.Having learned some self-
defense techniques, Harvey swiftly dodged the opponent’s grabbing hand.But the
opponent did not stop his attack.

After missing his target, the opponent continued to charge at him.

Harvey quickly raised his paintball gun and shot at the man.

As the assassin was hit and screamed in pain, Ike dragged Harvey back and ran.

Nicole came from behind just in time to meet them.

“Are you guys okay?”




“We're fine.Just that one opponent was hit but didn’t die.Instead, he continued to attack

us.

Nicole immediately knew what had happened and pointed to the way they came.

“You guys go back to the second level and call the staff to take you out.”

The two men looked at Nicole in puzzlement, wondering why they needed to call the
staff while they were still in the game.Nicole saw the bewilderment on Harvey’s face, but
there was no time to explain, as the assassin was catching up.

“‘Don’t ask.Just do as | say.”

She pushed them away and then hid.

One assassin saw that there was no one there and thought they were hiding, so he
slowed down his steps to search carefully.

Nicole saw the right moment to strike and lock the throat of the assassin, thinking of
taking him out at once.But since this was an entertainment outlet, she did not kill him
but just kicked him in the knee.

The assassin’s moan of pain was drawing the other assassins’ attention.

Not long after, several people gathered around, but they did not find Nicole anywhere
but their mate on the ground.

The assassins started looking around for Nicole, unaware that she was right overhead
and had a full view of their actions.She used her paintball gun and aimed a shot at an
assassin’s temple, knocking him out to the ground.

Hearing gunfire, the other assassins looked up and then quickly went after Nicole, who
leaped from one platform to the next, and the assassins fell short of capturing her.

Nicole raised her paintball gun and continued to fire at the assassin.

Since it was not a real gun and not hitting the vital parts, the regularly trained assassins
were unharmed.

Nicole aimed at the two assassins and hit them in the vital parts, and they fell to their
knees and cried out in pain.She took this opportunity to leap and came in front of them.

“Who sent you?”

She had to find out the mastermind, or the risk would always follow her and affect
everything.




The assassins were tight-lipped, refusing to divulge any information, thinking Nicole
could do nothing with them.

Nicole picked up a dagger on the ground and stabbed it into an assassin’s leg.
“Speak!” The assassin gritted his teeth and held on.

“You have guts.| will see how long you can hold out.”

Nicole twisted the dagger in his leg slightly, and the assassin screamed in pain.
“I will tell you.lt's Franco.”

“Where is he?"noveleBook.¢om

Before Nicole could finish her question, another assassin slashed at her from
behind.She dodged out of the way and disappeared again in a flash.

The assassin kept looking around for her.

Nicole already knew who had sent them, so there was no need to hold back anymore.
She picked up a steel rod on the ground and came out.

When the assassins saw her, they clutched their daggers and charged at her.

She calmly held the steel rod and waited for them to come.

The next second, her steel rod and the daggers collided with sparks flying all over the
place as Nicole and the assassins fought ina melee.
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Harvey and Ike ran to the second level.

After alerting the staff, he felt they could not leave Nicole behind, so they found some
steel rods and ran back toward Nicole.

By the time they came back to the scene, the assassins had been knocked to the
ground.

Nicole looked back at Harvey and ke, tossed the steel rod in her hand, and walked over
to them.




“Why are you guys back again?”

The two of them had not yet come out of their startlement, so Nicole waved her hand in
front of their eyes.

“We were worried about you.But it looks like it is over.”
Harvey looked at the men on the floor behind Nicole.

At this point, a staff member rushed over and was shocked to see the unknown man
injured on the floor.

“Who are they?”

“Just leave them to the police.” Nicole looked at the staff and explained.

“‘Let’'s go.”

She then brought Harvey and lke out of The Octopus Experience Center.

On the way back, Harvey had a lot of questions in his mind.He had known Nicole for so

long, yet he did not know that she could fight so well.It was apparent that those people
were after Nicole.He could not resist asking, Who are those people? It looks like they

are all after you.”

‘I don’t know.Maybe it is the terrorists in the area, which is said to be not very safe.”
Nicole prevaricated.

“Yeah, I've also heard that there are some extremists here that cause trouble from time
to time.” ke managed to digress.

“Is that so? | didn’t know that.”voveleBook.¢om
Harvey did not press Nicole any further.

Nicole looked out the window.She did not expect Franco to find out where she was so
quick.But she also wondered how Franco knew since no one knew her information.

Nicole did not speak until she got out of the car.lke had thought of taking them out to
experience something fun but almost got them hurt.

“I'm very sorry for today, Miss Riddle, Mr.Ellison.| didn’t expect this to happen, either.”
Ike looked at them with an apologetic face.

.I can’t blame you for that.Instead, | want to thank you.”




Nicole did not have the slightest intention of blaming Ike.

After all, he was also a victim and was kind enough to take them out fora break.
“‘Don’t take it to heart, Ike.Aren’t we standing here unscathed?”

Harvey tried to make ke feel better with a joke.

“Okay, bye,” Ike said goodbye and drove off.

Nicole headed inside the hotel, and Harvey followed her outside her room.

“Do you think what happened today could be a coincidence?” Harvey glanced at Nicole
with a meaningful look on his face.

“What do you mean?” Nicole frowned at Harvey.

“Can we get in and talk?” Harvey glanced around the hallway.

“Okay.”

Nicole did not refuse his request this time.Harvey sat down once he was inside.
“Something to drink?” Nicole asked.

“Got any red wine?”

Harvey wanted some red wine to jazz up the atmosphere.Nicole gave him alook.

‘We have just come back, and he wants to drink? What's the matter with him?’
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“Yeah.”

Nicole took out an unopened bottle of red wine and handed it to him.Harvey got up and
poured himself a glass, then looked over at Nicole.

“You want some?”
“Drink yourself.”

Harvey took a sip of the wine.




“What did you mean just now?”

Nicole looked at him with a serious face, figuring that Harvey must have discovered
something.

Otherwise, he would not have asked like that.

“Did it not bother you that Ike approached you unsolicited at the seminar?” Harvey
asked.

“Why should | be bothered? Wasn’t everyone talking to each other there?”
Nicole detected nothing suspicious or unnatural about Ike at the time.

“Maybe you were really looking at the scenery outside and did not notice those people
in the venue.”

“I had noticed Ike for a long time.He didn’t talk to anyone but you.Why do you think that
is?”

Harvey looked meaningfully at Nicole? “He was neatly dressed, with not a bit of dust on
his leather shoes, so he could be mysophobic, and not talking with others is also part of
his mysophobia, no?”

She really didn’t pay attention to the people inside the venue because she was just not
interested.So she ignored Ike when he came over, and it was only after he tried to strike
up a conversation that she spared him a glance.

“You really think he is mysophobic? I’'m speechless.Don't little girls like you have any
resistance when facing a handsome man?”

Harvey could not help but get a little irate.

“I'm not at all attracted to handsome men, okay? It is just not what you think.Cut the
cackle and get to business,” Nicole said.

“I think it's part of his plan to first strike up a conversation with you to get to know each
other before he might have the opportunity to invite you to the experience center, and
then only next to carry out the subsequent plan, which is to send extremists to kill you.”

“You must have too much imagination to make this kind of thing up.” Nicole thought
what Harvey said was exaggerated.

“It is indeed my speculation, but one thing is for sure: when we both ran out of the third
level to call for help, and | was going to return to find you, he stopped me.Then |




insisted, and only did he go back with me.”Harvey told the details to Nicole.She looked
into Harvey’s eyes, and he did not look like he was lying.

“Could he have stopped you because he was worried about you and that you would be
in danger if you went back?”

‘I don’t think so.After all, we have only known each other for less than a day.If you had
stopped me, you might have been worried about my safety.But Ike could never
be.”voveleBook.¢omHarvey said with confidence.

Through Harvey’s description, Nicole gradually pondered about it.

If it was really like Harvey said, then Ike could be a master of covert operations.l have
got to be careful when dealing with him next time”

“‘Don’t tell anyone about this because we still don’t know who lke is, and we can’t jump
to conclusions.Isn’t there a dinner tonight? We will make contact with him then.”

Nicole instructed Harvey that she did not want to spook Ike if he was really up to
something.

“Okay.Don’t worry about it.” Harvey looked at her seriously.

“You go back and rest.We will go to dinner together tonight.”

Nicole wanted to be left alone to think, so she asked Harvey to leave.

“Okay, then | will leave and get ready.You get some rest.After all, you just went through
something so dangerous.”

Harvey knew that what happened at the experience center had caused a great deal of
surprise to Nicole.

“Take the wine away with you.” Nicole needed to stay alert now.
“Okay.”

Harvey took the wine and left Nicole’s room.Nicole took out her cell phone to make a
call.

“Carl, have you heard of this guy lke?”

“Ike? Never heard of it. What's wrong?” Carl asked back.




“Nothing.Just someone | met at the seminar today.If you have time, help me check this
person’s background.So far, | only know his name is Ike.Maybe even the name isn’t his
real name.”

Nicole now knew very little about lke.
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“Okay, | will find out and let you know.| will hang up now if there’s nothing else.”
Carl was taking care of things at the moment.
“Okay_”
Nicole hung up the phone, her eyes deep in concentration as she looked at the couch
where Harvey had just sat.Since coming abroad, she had not spoken with Jared on the
phone.So he picked up her cell phone and called him.

The phone was picked up after a few rings.

“Did the serninar go well?” Jared’s voice came over the phone.

“It went pretty well. The meeting also passed a manned flying car project, and | guess
Mr.Harmon will hold the press conference soon.”

“Are you okay back home?” Nicole asked.

“Not so good.”

Jared sounded dispirited as if someone was sick.Nicole thought he was in trouble.

“Did something happen?”

“I'm no good without you.”

Jared sensed she was caring for him before he uttered the second half of the sentence.
“‘Bummer, you made me nervous for a second.” Nicole snapped.

“Since you’re suffering so much from longing for me, | can video- call you for a while.”
Nicole missed him, too.

Soon, Jared video-called her, and she picked it up.




The two of them could finally see each other and were relieved from the pain of longing.
“‘How many more days will it take to get back on your end?” Jared asked.

“l should be able to go back tomorrow.”

“Tomorrow, | will pick you up.”

Had he not had something on his hands that he needed to take care of, he would have
flown to her side right away.

“‘No need.There’s Harvey; we are going back together.”
“‘Harvey? He's going too?”

Jared was upset to hear Harvey’s name.He did not know Harvey was also going, or he
would have accompanied Nicole.

“Yeah, he is representing Ellison Group.”
Nicole then realized what she had said and tried to cover it up.

“‘Next time something like this happens, make sure you tell me.”

Jared was not worried about Nicole, just that Harvey would harass her.

The two were talking when suddenly the doorbell rang on Nicole’s side.She knew it
must be Harvey picking her up for dinner.

“It should be the driver picking me up for dinner, so | have got to hang up now.l have to

”

go.

Nicole did not dare mention Harvey again.When she opened the door, it was indeed
Harvey.

“The driver is already waiting downstairs.Let’s go.”voveleBook.¢om Harvey looked at
her.

“Why is the car here so early?” Nicole looked at the time.

“It is probably the distance.” Harvey was not sure.
“Just give me a minute while | change.” Nicole closed the door back.

Soon, the door opened again, and Nicole came out in her gown.




Harvey was stunned for a moment, as this was the second time he had seen her in a
gown, and she was as beautiful as a fairy.He could not take his eyes off her.

“Let’s go.” Nicole glanced at Harvey.
“Okay.” Harvey snapped back and walked with Nicole downstairs.

Half an hour later, the car stopped in front of a clubhouse, and Nicole and Harvey got
out and walked inside.
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“Is it Miss Riddle and Mr.Ellison?” The receptionist asked.
“Yes”

“This way, please.”

The receptionist guided them to the dinner venue.

Unlike the daytime seminar, there were some unfamiliar faces at the dinner.

As Nicole and Harvey made their way inside, those who knew them greeted them.

“‘Here we meet again, Miss Riddle.” Scott came up to her.
“I'm seeing a lot of unfamiliar faces, Mr.Harmon.”
Nicole looked over at the surrounding people.

“These are the local prestige families who have some business dealings with me.But
you can just relax and talk to them.It is good for Riddle Corporation’s future,” Scott said.

Nicole smiled.

“I was impressed by your speech at the seminar during the day, and | have gained a lot
of confidence.The manned flying car project is not a simple experiment.lt must take
someone with conviction and determination to lead the team.l was planning to lead the
team myself, but something more important came up.l need to take care of it.By
observing you during the day, | know you are equipped with leadership skills and have a
firm belief in manned flying cars, so—’

“‘Mr.Harmon, are you telling me to lead the R&D team, are you?” Nicole interrupted him.




“That’s right.l couldn’t find a more suitable candidate other than you.”

“Mr.Harmon, as you said, a manned flying car is not a simple experiment.| know nothing
about R&D and really can’t handle it. Thank you for your invitation.”

Nicole politely refused, as she had more important things to do.
Besides, those dark forces were watching her from the dark.

With all sorts of complications that she was facing, it was a potential threat to the R&D
team.Since Nicole refused, Scott could only ask her to agree in a tactful way.

‘I know you don’t understand R&D.In fact, you don’t have to do anything.Just come over
from time to time and give the team members a shot in the arm.The assistants will
handle the rest for you.”

“Mr.Harmon—"

Nicole was about to say something else when Harvey nudged her on the side.

“Mr.Harmon, Nicole might need a little time to think about it, since this is no small
matter,”Harvey spoke up to smooth things over.

“‘Right.Maybe I'm too desperate.Hope you don’t mind, Miss Riddle.There’s no rush to
reply to me.You go back and think about it.l will leave you guys to it."noveteBook.¢om

Scott excused himself, not giving Nicole another chance to refuse.
“Harvey, what are you doing?”
Nicole looked at him with displeasure.

“Don’t rush to refuse requests from such a prominent figure like Mr.Harmon.Agree to his
request first and then roll with the punches.”

Harvey had been in the business world for a long enough time to know the rules.

“Let’s not talk about other things.If you take part in the development of the manned
flying car, there will be more opportunities for business between Riddle Corporation and
Aegis Corporation.I’m sure not only Aegis Corporation but also many other companies
will seek cooperation with Riddle Corporation next in the future.”

Harvey seemed to have seen the bright future of Riddle Corporation.

After listening to Harvey’s analysis, Nicole suddenly felt that there was really no harm in
it for Riddle Corporation.




“Well, let’s leave it at that.”

As Mr.Harmon had already walked off to chat with others, she could only make
considerations.

“Harvey, have you seen lke?” Nicole asked, suddenly remembering what had happened
during the day.

“Not yet.If | were him, I'm sure | wouldn’t be here either,” Harvey said.
Nicole sighed.
If it was as Harvey had said during the day, it would not be easy to find Ike again.

The two scanned the venue without finding lke, so they came to the lounge and sat
down, watching the bigwigs at the dinner talk to each other.

Just then, a voice rang out.

“Why are you two sitting here?”

Ike came late because he was tied up with something earlier.
Looking toward the voice, Harvey exclaimed, “lke?”

“Are you glad to see me?” Ike greeted Harvey warmly.

After what happened in the experience center, he felt like they were comrades in arms
who had gone to war together.
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“Y-Yeah.” Harvey glanced hesitantly at Nicole.

“Why did you arrive here so late?” Nicole acted quite naturally and greeted lke normally.

“I got caught up in some things, so | came a little late. Luckily the party isn’t over yet.”
Ike joked.

“It is okay.The dinner party just started not long ago, too.”
Harvey finally regained his composure.

“Ike, where are you from?” Nicole asked.




‘I was born in Fattoria, went to school here, and came to this company right after
graduation to do product development all the time.”

Ike described something about himself.

Nicole gave Harvey a look, meaning that Ike was not like what he thought, that he was a
serious university graduate who worked for Mr.Harmon.

Harvey looked at Nicole in confusion.He was only guessing before this, so he thought
he could not be blamed for it all.

“What do you think about the manned flying car project?” Nicole wanted to hear lke’s
opinion.

“A manned flying car is a great idea.There’s a good chance it will be one of the most
important vehicles in the future.”

This was lke’s own opinion.

“You’re right.The problem of traffic jams is getting worse on the roads in many countries
now.We have to come up with a good solution, or else sooner or later, the roads will be
like parking lots, overflowing with cars.”

The reason Nicole had an approved view of manned flying cars was based on the
current situation of traffic jams around the world.

‘Indeed.In fact, my team and | have been researching manned flying cars for some
time.In our R&D lab, we have already come up with a prototype, which can travel a
short distance, but it is not perfect. There are many things that need to be perfected.”

When lke talked about the manned flying car, his beaming face suddenly turned
gloomy.

“You have already made it? Can you show it to us?”
Harvey looked at Ike with amazement.

“Of course.You two are my friends.”

Harvey glanced at Nicole.

“It is a little boring here.Can you show us around now if it is convenient? We are leaving
tomorrow.”

Ike thought for a second and looked at Nicole.




‘Sure.Let’'s go.”

After Nicole said goodbye to Scott, she went with them to Ike’s R& Dcenter.
Carl was on a stakeout when he suddenly received a message from zane.
[Come back to base immediately.]

[Copied.]

After Carl received the order, he left before he could say goodbye to Nicole.
Back at the base, Zane had already assembled his team.

“Zane, what’s going on?”

Carl asked as he came to Zane’s side.

“One of Curley Corporation’s production plants will soon be under the control of The
Raven.We must take over the production plant before The Raven takes control.”

Zane’s eyes were full of determination; he was determined to win.

“‘Aye.”noveleBook.¢om
“‘Everyone move and board the plane.”

Zane gave the order, and his men ran toward the cargo plane in a nervous but orderly
manner.

“Did you see Nicole in Lanningbourg?” Zane asked Carl on the plane.

“Yeah.She’s fine.” It was promised that he could see her again, but now he was on a
plane to another place.




